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March 2021 Message from President Jim Carper –
senclandchapter@gmail.com
The month of February has continued to raise our hopes that our Nation and the World would
begin to see the decline of the Covid-19 Pandemic as the availability of vaccine and locations able
to administer increase. Hopefully the remainder of the month and March will bring further improvement in the weather, the Pandemic, and ability to open back up our communities and the
economy. We continue to mourn the loss of so many of our fellow Americans and those throughout
the world and all want to see a significant decline.
Our February Program with Col Rob Bumgardner, Chief of Staff for the NC National Guard, discussed his deployment as Commander of the NC Guard’s 30th Armor Brigade Combat Team (Old
Hickory) during their preparation and execution of Operation Spartan Shield in SW Asia. Hopefully you were able to participate. The program had good attendance and those participating were
impressed with the 30th ABCT’s challenges of covering missions in 8 Nations, short notice/real
world takings, challenging logistical requirements/distances, arrival of the Pandemic, and extension of their deployment from 12 to 15 months. Respect to the men and women of the 30th ABCT
for the outstanding way they met and accomplished every challenge.
Mark your Calendars for 2 Mar for our next Virtual Program with Col Hew Wolfe, USA (Ret),
former Assistant Deputy Assistant Sec of the Army. Program will begin at 1100 hours; Zoom
invitations will be sent out the weekend before the meeting.
Some Sad News:
None I am aware of, SO THAT’S GOOD NEWS!
Some Good News:
Happy Birthday to all our March Babies, may you all have many, many Happy, Healthy years
ahead!
Welcome to new Chapter members:
Surviving Spouse Anna Rigo
Honorary Member Jason Bocchino, Veteran Coordinator, CFCC Veteran Center
Jonathan Schoepf, Capt., USMC and his wife Kathryn
We look forward to meeting all in person.

In spite of the Pandemic, the Chapter had good success in recruiting new members in 2020. The
Chapter has recently been recognized by MOAA and the NC Council of Chapters with recruiting bonuses totaling $810. Our thanks to those Board members and Chapter members who
have taken the time to let MOAA members new to the area and eligible individuals they meet
in their communities know about our Chapter and extend an invitation to them to join in our activities. I also want to recognize Jim Jackson, Ken Klassen, Dianne Jinwright, Allan Turner, Lee
Hanna, Larry Wilson, and Chrissy Sanford for their efforts in providing outstanding monthly programs, coordinating our Veteran and JROTC programs, and getting the knowledge of our Chapters
presence and programs out to the public. ZOOM meetings have proven to be a “draw” for new and
current members, so if you know of a friend, acquaintance or neighbor that would be interested in
joining the Chapter please let us know and we will ensure that they are issued an invitation to the
next meeting (ZOOM or in-person).
Chapter News:
Our March SENCLAND Sentinel includes an article on Gen Burnside’s assault down the Atlantic
Coast to include the transit of Hatteras Inlet in January. Take a moment to enjoy this interesting
bit of NC history. There is also another humorous service story submitted by Bob Foley. If you
have a subject, humorous service story, or member you feel should be featured, please get in touch
with our Editor, Allan Turner.
If you haven’t submitted 2021 your dues yet, please do. We hope you find Chapter membership
of value and want to continue that membership. See Chapter Membership Dues & Donation
Information to renew. Thanks to all who have renewed their membership so far.
The generosity of our member’s donations has always provided the impetus for the development
and success over the years for our Chapter Outreach for JROTC and our Veteran Community and
their families. Thanks to each member who has donated, your kindness has impacted the lives of
many in our Community. There are still many that need our help.
We invite those wishing to get involved with Chapter operation to joining one of our Chapter
Committees, or to help with the Chapter JROTC, Veteran Scholarship or Outreach Programs. If
you are interested, please get in touch with me at senclandchapter@gmail.com .
Look forward to seeing many of you at our 2 Mar Virtual Program. Hope you will be able to
complete vaccinations and have a great month.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
We are currently planning to continue Zoom meetings through May 2021. By June we are hoping to have our annual Pig Pickin’ and scholarship presentations at Long Leaf Park. Our 02 Mar
Zoom meeting will be 1100hrs – 1230hrs. You will be receiving a link to join the meeting in the
next few days from JoAnn Doleman. If you have problems with sign on, audio/visual features, or
any questions, please feel free to call the host, Past President Ken Klassen at 910-616-9614.

Our speaker for 02 March will be our very own MOAA member and 2 nd Vice-President,
COL Hew Wolfe, USA (Ret). COL Wolfe will be sharing his experience as the Deputy Assistant Secretary of Defense. His responsibilities included oversight of the destruction of Chemical
Warfare Materials. In addition his duties involved the safety and occupational health for Army
personnel.

2nd Vice President Hew Wolfe
COL/SES2 USA (Ret)
Upcoming ZOOM Programs for 2021
06 April Dave Grange, BG, USA (Ret) – Member of U.S Army Delta Forces
04 May Julie Wilsey, Airport Director ILM (New Hanover County Airport Authority)
Former, MAJ, USA and graduate of West Point.
Upcoming In-Person Meetings
04 June Annual “Pig Pickin”- Scholarship Presentations – Long Leaf Park
July –
August
Summer Break
13 Sep
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
04 Oct
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
01 Nov Program TBD Blue Water Grill
06 Dec
Special Christmas Program featuring the Harmony Belles - Blue Water Grill
February Zoom Meeting

COL Robert Bumgardner

For our 02 February meeting, we were treated to COL Robert Bumgardner, NCARNG –
Commander 30th Armored Brigade, North Carolina Army National Guard. The 30th Armored Brigade is composed of units from North Carolina, South Carolina and West Virginia. Recently returning from Kuwait, COL Bumgardner gave an excellent presentation of his unit’s
preparation and execution of their 8 country, 15 month deployment to the Middle East. COL
Bumgardner left time for and fielded many questions.

Chapter Website Has a New Look! – Submitted by Ken Klassen, Webmaster
There is a new look to the Chapter website: www.sencland.org!
Please log on and check it out. It has been upgraded with new graphics, better views on all devices including smaller screens such as smart phones, tablets and pads. Tabs have been reorganized to group subject material for easier access and some new information added to encourage interactivity by readers.
Access to the Membership Roster uses the same login and password. To initiate, click on the calendar date that is now located in the upper right section of the Home page.
If you have questions or comments, please call Ken. The new sight is still a work in progress
with some details needing modification. If you have pictures or subject material that promote our
chapter activities and the advantages of living in southeastern NC, please send them to my email.
The website continues to be an effective recruiting tool. Your input is encouraged.
Ken Klassen, Webmaster
Email: kwkswk@att.net
Cell: 910-616-9614

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
Jonathan “Jon” Schoepf, Captain, USMC. Jon and his wife Kathryn live in Wilmington.
Anna Rigo, Surviving Spouse. Anna lives in Wilmington
Jason Bocchino, Director of the Cape Fear Community College Veterans Center. Jason
and his wife Rebecca live in Holly Ridge
We try to keep information on our membership as up to date as possible and really appreciate information provided by our members. Please let Al Schroetel know of any significant life event or
relocations of our members. Just send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910352-4378.

We also want to continue to recognize our long-time members. In previous Newsletters we have
recognized the Chapter’s long-time members and thank them for their loyalty and continued support. In October 2020 we recognized SENCLAND Members with 20 or more years of membership. In November we recognized those that have been members for 15 to 19 years.
This month we are recognizing and thanking the following Chapter members that joined 10 to 14
years ago:
Anthony Akstin, Col, USMC (Ret.)
Samuel Alano, LTC, USA (Ret.)
Walt Busbee, BGEN, USA (Ret.)
Jimmy Chagaris, CDR, USN (Ret.)
Marian Coombs, Surviving Spouse of COL Richard Coombs, USA
Paul Crehan, CW5, ARNG (Ret.)
Margaret Ann Feilke, Surviving Spouse of COL Glenn Feilke, USA
Barbara Jo Foley. COL, USA (Ret.)
Joseph E. Foley, COL, USA (Ret.)
Bernadine Harrity, LTC, USAR (Ret.)
Duayne Holiday, CW4, USA (Ret.)
Robert B Huey, Jr, Col, USAF (Ret.)
Dick Husemann, Col, USAF (Ret.)
Stephen Jaffe, LT, USN (Former officer)
Philip S. Jones, CDR, USCG (Ret.)
Thomas Jones, BGEN, USA (Ret.)
Jay Keegan, Major, USAF (Ret.)
Ken Klassen, CDR, USN (Ret.)
Ursula Lafond, Surviving Spouse of LtCol Ron Lafond, USAF
John F. Lewis, Jr, Capt, USMC (Ret.)
Burton Masters, COL, USAR (Ret.)
Linda Nelson, Surviving Spouse of COL Don Nelson, USA
Rosemary Petersen, Surviving Spouse of COL Darwin Petersen, USA
Leslie "Les" Petty, Lt Col, USMC (Ret)
Gordon Robinson, COL, USA (Ret.)
William "Bill" Ryan, LTC, USA (Ret.)
Edward "Kim" Sniffin, CDR, USN (Ret.)
Catherine Snyder, Surviving Spouse of Joe Willard Snyder, LCDR, USN
Ellis Vestal, CAPT, USN (Ret.)
We know that our “date joined SENCLAND” records are not 100% accurate so if you were not
included in the appropriate category please let Al Schroetel know at; downeast@bellsouth.net so
that we can recognize your loyalty in a future Newsletter.

JROTC Support, Veteran Scholarships, & Veteran Outreach
Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
We would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs and ask
you to keep these important programs in mind during this pandemic. We would like to thank the
following members who contributed so generously this quarter.
C. J. Ahern
Merlin Bell
Walter Busbee
James Carper
Robert Carroll
Jerry Charest
Marian Coombs
Brud Deas
Emma Dineen
Ronald Fields
Mary Sue Floyd
David Foster
Irene Glaeser
Lynwood Grissom
LeeRoy Hanna
Gary Henderson
Ronald Henderson
D.H. Hickman
Floyd Hood
Robert Huey
David Igelman
M. Sue Joens

William Johnson
William Jones, Jr.
Thomas Jones
Paul Kane
Jay Keegan
Joseph Kinzer
John Lasley, Jr.
Robert Law
Jane Love
Phillip McCluskey
Bernard Maguire
John Melia
Susan Nelson
Elwyn Palmer
Ralph Palmiero
William Paschall
Edna Perkins
Leslie Petty
Robert Philpott
Paul Power

David Prosser
Edward Reilly
David Renquist
Olen Franklin Roberts
William Roesink
Donald Ross
Sally Semmler
Myra Sieve
Catherine Snyder
Mark Steelman
William Stephenson
John Stewart
Donald Thompson
Ronald Tilmon
Howard Usher
Elizabeth Vernon
Ronald Watts
Deerik Williams
Thomas Wills
Larry Wilson

Please consider a donation to these worthwhile projects now. We are always accepting applications for outreach support. Thank you again to all our generous contributors.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
All JROTC programs are pretty much limited to classroom instruction and online activities due
to COVID 19. All programs are trying to maintain healthy cadets but a subject to the rules each
district is implementing. I have contacted all units to start the scholarship and leadership awards
processes
Veteran Scholarship Report - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President

I want to extend a special thank you to everyone who continues to donate money for the Veterans Scholarship Fund. Now, more than ever, our Veterans need scholarship assistance that enables them to complete their education and embark on a new career. Please contact me if you have
any questions or want to get involved with the scholarship committee.
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret)
Outreach Initiatives - Submitted by Tim Howard, Outreach Chair
Email notices have been sent to Brunswick Community College, Cape Fear Community College,
and UNCW Military Affairs Veteran Coordinators to let them know we are offering at $600
grant to each school for a veteran who has been adversely impacted by COVID-19, similar to
what we did in 2020. Applications for these grants have started to come in.

Surviving Spouse Corner: Preparing for the Unpredictable -– Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator
From National MOAA newsletter, By: Gail Joyce
Many women - and men - are blindsided by the death of a spouse, because couples rarely talk
about the inevitable. When you are at your most vulnerable, you must make choices that will
have an enduring impact. Should the body be cremated or preserved? What type of service and
where will it be held? Will he or she be buried in a hometown family plot or in a national cemetery many miles away?
To be better prepared for these difficult decisions, take time to have that important conversation
with your spouse and your children about death and what happens after death. This conversation
is a gift of love that each member of a marriage or family makes to the other.
Resources are available on MOAA.org and other websites that will help you have those conversations and make planning for the unknown perhaps a little easier. Find out who your local veteran service officer is, get to know them before you really need them, and then make sure they
are the first on your list to contact.
Steps to take:







Encourage members and spouses to talk to each other about end-of-life issues and ways
to prepare.
Prepare and organize important documents (such as DD Form 214, wills, living will, durable power of attorney, insurance policies, birth/marriage certificates, passwords, bank
account and investment information.
Make sure utilities are in both names.
Open a credit card account in your name.
Establish eligibility for burial in a VA National Cemetery.
Open a credit card account in your name.



Make a list of helpful resources, including MOAA, the VA, AARP.org,Military
OneSource, MOAA Minnesota Chapter “The Day After Calls,” MOAA’s Surviving
Spouse Virtual Chapter, and MOAA’s Surviving Spouses and Friends Facebook group.

Please let Sandi know if there are any questions or anything she can do for you or your spouse at
any time. She can be reached at:
Email: earlsandi@gmail.com
Phone: 910-443-0470

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould,
Treasurer
2021 DUES COLLECTION
The names of the 40 members who remain not current were referred to the chapter Retention
Committee for resolution on Feb. 15th.
If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net, or 910-686-6905.
Our Chapter derives its funding for Chapter activities almost exclusively through membership
dues. The annual dues ($20 for members and $15 for surviving spouses) are among the lowest in
the State. Chapter dues pay for representation at military and veteran functions, special events
like our WWII, Korean War, and Vietnam Veterans’ Recognitions, MOAA logo gifts for luncheon speakers, membership in the North Carolina MOAA Council of Chapters, website maintenance, mailing costs, and other operational expenses.
Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:
• All members 90 years of age or older.
• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a
member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year.
Donations
Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship
Programs.
There are two ways to make dues and donation payments:
On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the
menu on the left side of the home page.
On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay chapter Dues, the other is to
make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.

If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at
callsigngrump@gmail.com or 910- 319-7021.
Or: Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015
Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________
________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________

Dues

Telephone number _________________

Donation $__________
Total

$__________

$__________

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
From Your Wellness Committee...
Happy March everyone! I hope all are well as we move to conclude the first quarter of 2021. It
seems this year is “flying” by. I just wish I could claim that COVID-19 was behind us. I do
think we are seeing some signs we are gaining on it.
My plea this month is to encourage everyone to get the vaccine (1st and 2nd) as soon as possible.
Availability seems to be getting better too!
So stay safe!
Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape
Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility
so they can be properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.
Please let me or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations at
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs March 2021 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Restrictions Update. North Carolina’s Phase 3 Covid-19 restrictions and guidelines
remain as previously reported and are effective through the end of February. Nationwide and in

North Carolina new Covid-19 cases, hospitalizations and deaths steadily declined during February. If these trends continue, some changes to our restrictions may occur. So please keep up with
news on this matter. The FDA has approved two vaccines (from Pfizer and Moderna) for emergency use and vaccinations of medical personnel and people over 65 have begun. The vaccination program is still proceeding slowly, with the major problem now being lack of sufficient supply of vaccines to inoculate all eligible people. This situation will improve as vaccine manufacturers increase production. Obtaining an appointment for a vaccine shot has been a challenge in
our area. The appointment process varies by County and medical provider. Please check on procedures that apply to you and keep trying, so you can receive a vaccination as soon as possible.
Meanwhile, please take all the precautions you can, including the “3 W’s” and follow the current
restrictions. So far, only a very small percentage of the population has been fully vaccinated, so
we have a long way to go before we can let our guard down.
Legislative News. MOAA has announced its strategy for pursuing legislative goals this year. The
campaign is called “Advocacy in Action” and will be conducted virtually during the month of May
using video and telephone conferences, email and regular mail. Three goals will be addressed during
this campaign: Toxic Exposure Reform; TRICARE Young Adult Coverage; and a Basic Needs Allowance for Active Duty Service Members. When available, I will provide materials and prepared
correspondence so that any Chapter member will be able to join in this campaign. Meanwhile, you
can, at any time, join in MOAA National advocacy efforts using tools currently available within
MOAA’s on-line Legislative Action Center at takeaction.moaa.org.
There has been plenty of well-publicized activity in Washington. Early February was dominated
by the second Impeachment trial of former President Trump. This resulted in Impeachment in the
House and acquittal in the Senate on 13 February. Both Houses of Congress are working on another Covid-19 relief and stimulus bill, with many details still in negotiation. The Professional
Staffs have begun work on the FY2022 National Defense Authorization (NDAA) and Defense
Appropriations Bills. These may take longer than usual to finalize, as there are many new committee members in Congress and the priorities and recommendations of the new Administration
will have to be accommodated in both bills. The Senate has confirmed several of President
Biden’s Cabinet nominations. Of interest to MOAA members are: Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin on 22 January; Secretary of Homeland Security Alejandro Mayorkas on 2 February; and
Secretary of the Department of Veterans’ Affairs Denis McDonough on 8 February. Also of interest, on 14 January, First Lady Jill Biden announced the re-forming of the Joining Forces Campaign, which is an organization focused on the well-being of military families. This will match
well with MOAA’s Military Family Initiative. Both President and Mrs. Biden have been longtime supporters of military personnel and their families and this support could lead to improvements in DOD programs.
In the NC General Assembly, 5 bills addressing State Income Tax deductions for retired government employees have already been introduced. These are S4, S12 and H52, H75 and H83. Two
of these bills, S12 and H83, propose Income Tax deductions for only military retired pay. The
other three also include tax relief for all Federal and State government retirees who are not covered under the Bailey-Patton ruling. These bills all differ in details and the proposed amount of
the deduction, but any of them would provide significant tax relief for MOAA members, if
passed. This year the MOAA NC Council of Chapters has decided not to support a formal advo-

cacy campaign for these tax-relief measures. However Council is allowing Chapters and individual members to support any of these bills. If you would like to make your voice heard on any of
these bills, please go to the NC General Assembly Web site at https://www.ncleg.gov. There,
you can enter the bill number in the Bill Search box at the top right of the Home Page and read
the entire bill and track its progress through the General Assembly. If you would like to support
one of these bills you could then send an email to your appropriate State Senator or Representative. Might be a good diversion while we are all locked up at home! Anyway, as always, I encourage you to get involved in the legislative process either at State or National level. Please feel
free to contact me if you need assistance or additional information.

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong
to see if they need any help. Stay home and stay safe! Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404.
Watch Out for COVID-19 Vaccine Scams – From Medicare.gov.
As the country begins to distribute COVID-19 vaccines, there's no doubt scammers are already
scheming. Medicare covers the COVID-19 vaccine, so there will be no cost to you. If anyone
asks you to share your Medicare Number or pay for access to the vaccine, you can bet it's a
scam.
Updated COVID-19 Vaccination Scheduling Information
Know that there has been lots of confusion of when and where to schedule vaccine shots. Have
been trying to get information out soon as received and many times before I can send out I get a
notice back that available appointments have been filled. I also know and have experience the
frustration of using the telephone to schedule an appointment. So, here is some recent information I have received that may help:
New Hanover County Health Dept.: They receive additional doses of the vaccine each week
from the State. You can go to signupgenis.com/go/nhcvaccine to sign up for notifications of
availability of appointments and can use site to make appointments. Only one appointment can
be made at a time and each appointment requires a unique email address. Scheduling involves
providing contact information and verification of person’s vaccine group (only Groups 1 & 2 are
currently eligible). If you do not have a unique email address you can call 910-798-6800 (folks
have found difficult to get through).
It is also recommended that you go to the New Hanover County Health Department web site at
https://health.nhcgov.com/ and sign up to receive additional notifications of vaccinations and
how to schedule.

New Hanover Regional Medical Center: If your Doctor is a member of the New Hanover Regional Medical Group (NHRMG) and you have a MyChart account, you should be receiving notifications about when your Group is eligible for the shot and how to schedule an appointment on
line.
If you are not on MyChart and want to be notified when vaccine is available, you must initiate
registration to establish a NHRMC MyChart Account. It takes a few hours for NHRMC to respond with a code to create an account if you do not have one already. Click
the http://www.mhrmc.org/coronavirus and follow the prompts for “New User?” Call Ken Klassen if you need help at 910-616-9614.
NHC VA Facility: The VA is working to provide a wide-scale vaccination program. You must
be registered with the VA, if you are you can call 910-475-6622 to schedule an appointment. Information I received was that phone system was “very efficient”. If you are not registered, go to
va.gov to register.

Upcoming Items of Interest
Honor Flight Planned for April 2021
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area is proud to be sponsoring an Honor Flight from Wilmington ILM to Washington, DC, April 24, 2021. They are currently accepting applications
from Veterans of WWII, Korea, and Vietnam to participate in this Honor Flight. You can get the
information and Veteran application on their website: https://www.honorflightcfa.org/. It also
includes applications for Guardians and Volunteers who would like to help out with preparations
or accompany a veteran. Please let me know if you are interested in this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity. Also, I can answer any questions you or your family have.
More info on this upcoming flight can be found on their Facebook page at: https://www.facebook.com/HonorFlightCFA
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret), 3rd VP
chrissysanford@gmail.com
910-619-8167

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items
Funny Member Stories from their time on Active Duty - Continued
(Editor’s note: Thanks to our members who continue to submit the stories below. If you have one
you’d like to share, please feel free to share and I’ll be happy to publish in upcoming issues)
TWO UNFORGETTABLE RESPONSES: The NMCC in 1965
My final assignment in the Navy, from 1964 to 1966, was in the Pentagon’s National Military
Command Center (NMCC), the operations hub of the Joint Chiefs of Staff. I had previously

been the intelligence officer of an air squadron in the Pacific, a student of Russian at the Defense
Language Institute, and an analyst/linguist at the National Security Agency. I had voluntarily extended my term of active duty, initially a three-year commitment, for the opportunity to attend
language school.
The NMCC was staffed around the clock by “desk officers” – Army and Air Force lieutenant
colonels and Navy commanders, who monitored and reported on U.S. military operations around
the world. A colonel or a Navy captain was the senior duty officer; a brigadier general or rear
admiral was on site for decisions or actions requiring an officer at that level. The NMCC published a Daily Operational Summary (OPSUM) for distribution each morning to the White
House, the Secretary of Defense, the Joint Chiefs, and other national-security officials.
The production cycle to print the OPSUM by the 5:00 a.m. deadline began early on the evening
shift, around 6:00 p.m. Each desk officer submitted drafts of articles of importance, along with
relevant maps and graphs, for his assigned area, e.g., Pacific Command, Middle East/Africa
Command. Those drafts were brought to the editor on duty during that shift; the editor arriving
for the midnight shift continued the process until 3:00 a.m., when it was time to “put the OPSUM
to bed.”
I was the OPSUM editor. And that wasn’t even my primary assignment; it was an extra or, in
Navy parlance, a collateral duty. My primary job was as a translator – one of five translators –
on the Washington-Moscow Hot Line, which was housed in a small room immediately adjacent
to the operations center. I could only surmise that someone in the JCS organization must have
made a reasonable assumption that if the Hot Line officers were fluent in Russian, they must also
be pretty good in English; hence, we became the editors.
NMCC’s desk officers had no shortage of military operations on which to report. The troop
buildup in Vietnam was accelerating; the incident between the destroyer Maddox and the North
Vietnamese prompted passage of the Gulf of Tonkin resolution, enabling President Johnson to
act more freely; ground combat was intensifying; and the Air Force and Navy were conducting
bombing missions in North Vietnam and Laos. Elsewhere, continuing Cold War tensions, including in Berlin, ensured a steady stream of reporting from the European Command. In 1964, a
joint U.S. - Belgian effort resulted in the release of Western hostages, including Americans, in
the Congo. In 1965, Marines were deployed to the Dominican Republic to quell the unrest
caused by the civil war there. A lot was going on militarily, but U.S. operations in Southeast
Asia increasingly took up the bulk of reporting in the OPSUM.
THAT CABLE. When delivering their drafts to the editor, the desk officers would sometimes
attach a copy of the cables on which their write-up was based. At other times, if I had a question
or sought clarification, I would consult directly with the desk officer or request a copy of the supporting message traffic. All in all, over a span of two years, I was able to read a sizable number
of cables addressed to the JCS from the unified commands – CINCPAC, CINCEUR, CINCMEAFSA, and others. But one cable in particular struck me at the time, and it still resonates after 55 years.

The code name for the “secret” bombing in Laos was Barrel Roll. On one of those missions, carrier-based Navy pilots mistakenly bombed a hospital. The enraged U.S. Ambassador to Laos,
William Sullivan, himself a naval officer during World War II, shot off a two-word cable to the
Pentagon: TECUMSEH WEEPS. Sullivan’s angry exclamation, of course, referred to the iconic
statue, on the grounds of the United States Naval Academy, of the heroic Indian warrior chief.
Just two words, but the ambassador, who had a reputation for “speaking his mind with force and
candor,” made his point. TECUMSEH WEEPS.
THAT PHONE. Although portrayed in novels and movies of that era as a telephone, the Hot
Line was in fact a teletype system. But outside of that room, in the NMCC spaces, there was indeed a telephone – a red one! – that sat on a small table just to the left of the senior duty officer’s
desk, a few feet to the right of my editor’s desk. I guess I was aware that it was a “hot line” between the White House and the NMCC, but I had never heard it ring during my shifts as editor.
Until … .
I had read or heard that President Johnson, concerned about the outcome of the bombing missions in Vietnam and Laos, would periodically call the Pentagon in the middle of the night to inquire about the fate of the pilots and crews. I hadn’t given any thought to that one way or the
other. But any skepticism I may have harbored was abruptly put to rest one night during my
midnight shift.
It was around three in the morning, and I was just about to deliver the “dummy copy” of the
OPSUM to the printer in the basement of the Pentagon. The senior duty officer, Air Force Colonel Fahey, had stepped away from his desk. Suddenly, that red phone started ringing. Startled, I
looked around for Colonel Fahey. I was only six feet away from that thing. As a lieutenant, I
was by far the junior officer in the entire center. That’s not my job. And I’m sure the desk officers, thirty feet beyond, felt that it was the senior duty officer’s responsibility to handle “that
phone.”
Where the hell is he? Maybe the phone rang only three or four times, although it must have
seemed to me like a dozen rings, when Colonel Fahey – to my great relief – appeared out of nowhere and rushed to pick it up. Seated very close to him, I heard Colonel Fahey, calmly but
firmly, answer, “Yes, Mister President.” Indeed, as advertised, the president was inquiring about
that day’s bombing missions and aircrews. YES, MISTER PRESIDENT.
Bob Foley
CAPT USNR (ret.)

March Profile - Burnside Armada Battles Sea at Hatteras Inlet - Coastal Review Online – Kevin Duffus. Article summarized by Al Schroetel
Coastal Review Online is a digital newsletter published by the North Carolina Coastal Federation. Their newsletters periodically cover historical events that occurred on North Carolina’s
coast. Some of these cover military history of our coastal area.

The following is a summary of a three-part article written by author Kevin Duffus and recently
published in Coastal Review Online about a Civil War campaign lead by Union Army Brigadier
General Ambrose E. Burnside. Included in this summary are many excerpts from the Author’s
article. These are all indicated by parenthesis.
If you would like to read this article in its entirety, here are three hyperlinks that will take you to
each of the sections in Coastal Review Online:
Part 1: https://www.coastalreview.org/2021/01/burnsides-armada-battles-sea-at-hatteras-inlet/
Part 2: https://www.coastalreview.org/2021/01/burnside-faces-maelstrom-of-hatteras-inlet/
Part 3: https://www.coastalreview.org/2021/01/burnsides-miracle-happens-in-hatteras-inlet/
In the fall of 1861 General Burnside convinced U.S. general-in-chief, Gen. George McClellan, to
allow him to create a new division made up of men from northeast maritime states, supported by
“a fleet of light-draught steamers, sailing vessels, and barges, large enough to transport the division, its armament, and supplies,” for the purpose of establishing “lodgments on the Southern
coast.”
Burnside’s staff assembled “what Burnside admitted was “a motley fleet.” The article describes
the fleet as “…vessels either commandeered, purchased or chartered were eleven stern- or sidewheel bay steamers, nine propeller gunboats, 20 troop and supply coasting schooners and sloops,
ancient square-rigged barks and brigs, old barges, New York harbor tugboats, Brooklyn and
Staten Island ferryboats, and dozens of gigs, longboats and skiffs.”

Troops embark at Annapolis. Sources: left, Burnside fleet at Fortress Monroe; right, Harper’s
Weekly
Escorted by the US Navy’s North Atlantic Blockading Squadron the size of the fleet grew to
more than 120 vessels. The fleet sailed to Annapolis where some 10,000 troops were embarked.
The fleet left Annapolis in January 1862 sailing south to its first destination, Hatteras. There the
fleet “…faced a ferocious foe: The Graveyard of the Atlantic off Cape Hatteras in the tempestuous month of January”
In spite of the fact that area of the Atlantic was known for severe weather at that time of the year,
Burnside’s Armada continued southward. The article reports “As the vessels of the expedition
began to round Diamond Shoals on Monday, a “dark murky line appeared along the northern
horizon,” sweeping down on the fleet like a howling banshee.”

The 125-foot-long dispatch boat Picket rolls in heavy seas in January 1862. The single-propeller, steam-powered Picket was shelled by Confederate forces Sept. 6, 1862, and sank about a
third of a mile west of the U.S. 17 Business Bridge at Washington, N.C., where it remains to this
day. Source: The Illustrated London News
As the fleet struggled through the storm it was scattered across a wide are of the ocean and
slowly the individual vessels approached the Hatteras Inlet. There they were challenged by shallow waters in an “S” shaped inlet. Although some made it through the inlet by Monday evening,
Jan. 13, 1862, a gale lasting more than 48 hours “…laid siege to the Burnside Expedition. Many
late arriving ships were still anchored outside of the inlet awaiting their turn, and favorable conditions, to cross the bar”
Indeed, some of the vessels still outside the inlet faced terrible odds. For example, “Twelve miles
north of Cape Hatteras Lighthouse, the 33-year-old Chesapeake Bay steamer Pocahontas was
run ashore on Friday, one of the many decrepit vessels that should have never gone to sea. During the previous gale, its boiler failed, its steering gear gave way, the smoke-pipe blew down,
and the vessel sprung a leak. Sadly, when it wrecked, only 24 of 113 horses aboard survived.”
At the end of a week of trying to get to Pamlico Sound, the Burnside Expedition had “lost five
vessels including the gunboat Zouave, three schooners, numerous barges, significant numbers of
heavy artillery and ordnance, valuable horses, provisions and camp equipment. In the coming
days, thousands of men would face deadly outbreaks of sickness, starvation and severe dehydration as coal, fresh water and provisions rapidly dwindled.
Even as the storms finally abated and more of the fleet was able to assemble in Pamlico Sound,
the availability of drinking water became major problem. “Most of the steam-powered troop
ships left the Chesapeake Bay with a week’s worth of fresh water. Some of that water was reserved for the ship’s boilers to produce steam but nearly all of those steam engines had the ability to produce distilled water using an apparatus that included a condenser, an evaporator and a
cooling system.” Although “A few of Burnside’s steamers could produce as much as 3,000 gallons of distilled water per day but much of that water had to be distributed to many of the sailing
vessels that had no ability to make water. Water production also relied on coal but coal bunkers
were rapidly depleted.”

The water shortage on board dozens of vessels caused concern among the commanders of the expedition. While the senior officers had expected to spend their time in ward rooms pouring over
maps and planning their amphibious landing and capture of Roanoke Island, they were instead
wondering if they would ever get there.
At that point there was a break in the weather and some of the troops were able to disembark and
go ashore for the first time since leaving Annapolis. There they inspected two small former Confederate forts, but mostly enjoyed the sun and calm. Unfortunately, the break in the stormy
weather was short-lived and on January 22nd the winds started picking up again and during the
night and by noon the next day the wind had increased to Force 10 on the Beaufort Scale.
The weather did improve in the following days, but the next test of the Armada’s endurance was
an outbreak of measles on the ships and Typhoid among the soldiers onshore. These resulted in
so many deaths that a soldier of the 9th New York Volunteers observed: “Funerals were of so
frequent occurrence that it was said by a jocular spirit that the mockingbirds have learned to
whistle the ‘Dead March.’”
At last, the January extratropical cyclones seemed to have reached an end and the decision was
made to get the Armada out of Oliver’s Channel at the Inlet and into the sound. However, the
very shallow waters of the Inlet provided yet one more challenge. “Burnside’s staff had been told
that there was at least 8 feet of water over the swash. Not until they arrived at the inlet did they
find out that there was but 6 feet of water in which to navigate. Some of Flag Officer
Goldsborough’s naval vessels that were to escort Burnside’s troop transports, gunboats and landing scows, drew as much as 15 feet of water. Ballast was tossed overboard and troops were transferred ashore to lighten the transports, but the effect was still insufficient.”
At that point, Burnside’s engineers devised a plan to deepen the channel. “They knew that the
ebbing current running out of the sound twice a day was very fast, estimated between 4 and 5
knots. In an experiment, a few of the expedition’s large steam vessels were sent up the channel
…striking the bar under full steam. Then, anchors were carried ahead by small boats to hold the
steamers in place. As the tide ran out, sand was scoured beneath the vessels, deepening the channel. The process was repeated over and over for days. The result — a wider channel deepened to
8 feet.”
Unfortunately, that was not deep enough to permit the deepest-draft vessels to get through. Then,
what is referred to as Burnside’s miracle” occurred. “… powerful winds blew out of the northwest, driving water out of Albemarle Sound and the Pamlico River. The seas rose, and 60 vessels
of Burnside’s fleet were able to get over the Swash and into the sound. On Wednesday, Feb. 5,
the expedition weighed anchor and sailed for Roanoke Island and on to their destiny.”

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter
President
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our
Chapter Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400
Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed
your order and tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions
decided to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website
(https://sencland.org/. To ensure privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance accessing the roster please contact:
Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net or 910-616-9614 or
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster
On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events
plus and updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage

tabs. If you need help logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net.
SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members
and prospective members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the
search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook
Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of
the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaanc.org) is also a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information
on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email
newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you
would like to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on
the upper right hand side and then click on “Newsletters”.
Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an
affiliate of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated
chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a
part of MOAA’s efforts to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of
military members, retirees, and their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness
on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and
national legislators. The following link will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities
and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming
meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established
media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each
month. We want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay
connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online.
Simply send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner,
(turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the 15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following
month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you
would like to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND
MOAA, please email Allan Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize

our sponsors and let them know we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”
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