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May 2021 Message from President Jim Carper –
senclandchapter@gmail.com
Greetings to all SENCLAND Chapter Members. I hope April brought you greater normalcy and that
spring’s sunshine, blue skies, and fair temperatures have lifted your spirits as they have mine. May will
be as enjoyable, too, as we look forward to summer and anticipate all the activities we hopefully will be
able to enjoy. Know you will all take time to pause on Memorial Day and remember all of those who have
given their lives to in the service of our Country.
A Happy Birthday to all our May Babies, may you all have many, many Happy, Healthy years ahead!
To all our Mothers, Grandmothers, and Great Grandmothers, I wish you each a wonderful Mother’s Day.
Thank you for all the love and guidance you provide.
Welcome to new Chapter members: Al Glaeser, former CPT, US Army and husband of Chapter member
Irene Glaeser, and Joel Morin, Colonel, USAF (ret), brother of chapter member Chris Morin. We look
forward to meeting both in person in the near future.
As we approach our virtual Chapter meeting in May, we are grateful to have had some wonderful virtual
programs over the 8 months which helped us maintain contact with Chapter friends and meet some new
Chapter members. We hope that you will chose to join us on 4 May for an excellent presentation by Julie
Wilsey, ILM Airport Director, graduate of West Point and former Army Major, and Granseur Dick, their
Manager of Facilities. Zoom invitations will be sent out by 30 April. If you know of a friend, acquaintance
or neighbor that would be interested in joining the Chapter please let us know and we will ensure that they
receive an invitation.
While we hope that the June Pig Pickin at Long Leaf Park will bring us back to in-person Chapter events,
we will have to ensure that we make good decisions and take adequate precautions so future events will
be safe. With that said, we are in the initial planning stages for the June Picnic and will be providing
information in the near future on signing up to attend, picnic costs, volunteer for setup, etc. Mark your
calendars for 4 June, stay tuned for event details, and plan to join us.
Some Sad News:

None I am aware of, SO THAT’S GOOD NEWS!

Some Really Good News:
**The Chapter applied for a MOAA Community Grant to supplement our Program to assist Veterans to
stay in school and complete their degrees. We requested $5,000 and have just received notice from the
MOAA Foundation that we were awarded the full $5.000 which with generous member donations will
almost double the number of students we can assist this year. In addition, because of the work the Chapter
has been doing to support Veterans financially impacted by the Pandemic, we have also been awarded a

MOAA Covid Relief Grant for $2,500 to assist currently serving military, honorably discharged Veterans,
Retirees, Spouses of deployed Military, and Caregivers for Veterans who have been financially impacted
by the Pandemic. The award of these Grants can be credited to our membership and the strong support
we give to our area military and Veteran Communities. Members can go to the MOAA.org website and
scroll through the Banners on the Home page to find the article on Community Grant Awards.
**MOAA recently announced that SENCLAND Chapter was awarded the Col Marvin J Harris Communication 5-Star Awards for its outstanding Newsletter and Website. Congratulations to Allan Turner,
SENTINEL Editor, Ken Klassen, Webmaster, and Dianne Jinwright as PAO/ Facebook Page Administrator. Thanks too, to all who have done such a great job of providing pertinent Chapter information for
those venues.
Chapter News:
There is a Feature in this Sentinel on member Eric Shaffer, a retired USMC LtCol who did multiple
tours in Vietnam and author of CAMOUFLAGED MEMORIES, Vietnam and Beyond. I think you will
find it interesting.
Members can now access the April presentation by BG David Grange, US Army (Ret) talk on “Irregular or Asymmetrical Warfare in the 21st Century” and Spouses can access an excellent article, “A
Reference Guide for When Your Veteran Dies” on our updated Web Site. See instruction in our Programs, Membership, or Website sections.
Thanks to all our members who have renewed their Chapter membership, you keep our Chapter strong.
The continued generosity of our member donations provides the impetus for the development and success
of our Chapter Community programs in support of JROTC and Veteran Community and their families.
The kindness of our members has impacted the lives of many in our Community. There are still many that
need our help.
I invite those wishing to get involved with Chapter operation to joining one of our Chapter Committees,
or to help with the Chapter JROTC, Veteran Grants, and Outreach Programs. If you are interested, please
get in touch with me. Your Chapter needs you.
Hope each has a wonderful month of May. See you on 4 May.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
We ae very hopeful to resume our in-person meetings in June. Finalization of plans are underway for a
safe re-opening.
For our May Zoom meeting (4 May 1100 hrs.), we are very pleased to have Julie Wilsey, Airport
Manager for the ILM Airport. Julie is a Former Major in the U.S. Army and a graduate of West
Point. Joining Julie will be Granseur Dick, Manager of Facilities for the ILM Airport. Julie and
Granseur will make a presentation on the renovations and expansion currently underway at ILM as well
as discussing the effects that COVID has had on passenger traffic and operations at the airport

.
Julie Wilsey
Granseur Dick, PE
Director
Manager of Facilities
Wilmington International Airport
Upcoming Programs 2021
04 June Annual “Pig Pickin”- Scholarship Presentations – Long Leaf Park
July –
August
Summer Break
14 Sep
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
05 Oct
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
02 Nov Program TBD Blue Water Grill
07 Dec
Special Christmas Program featuring the Harmony Belles - Blue Water Grill
Potential Speakers for 2021
MOAA National – Lt. Gen Dana Atkins, Jr.
Dr. Chris Fonville – Historian and specialist in the American Civil War
Paws4People - Trained service dogs for Veterans
April Zoom Meeting

BG Dave Grange, USA (ret)
For our 06 April meeting, we were treated to our very own MOAA member BG Dave Grange,
USA (Ret). BG Grange gave an excellent talk on Irregular or Asymmetrical Warfare in the 21st Century.

Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Ken Klassen, Webmaster
Don’t forget to check out the new look to the Chapter website: www.sencland.org!
SENCLAND’s website www.sencland.org has new information each month for your use.

If you missed the April 6th virtual meeting with guest speaker BG David Grange’s, US Army (Ret) talk
on Irregular or Asymmetrical Warfare in the 21st Century, login to the News and Events Tab and select
the Meeting category for an audio link of his informative remarks on national security.
Also, there are important posts each month on the Home page with drop downs from the red box. For
example, Sandi Adams, our Surviving Spouse Chairwoman has provided an excellent article entitled A
Reference Guide for When Your Veteran Dies. Please check out details on this in Sandi’s section.

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
-

Al Glaeser, Captain, USA (Former Officer). Al and Irene live in Wilmington. Irene (Colonel
USA (Ret.) is also a SENCLAND member.

-

Joel Morin, Colonel, USAF (Ret.). Joel and Patricia (Pat) live in Wilmington. Joel’s brother,
Chris Morin is also a SENCLAND member.

We try to keep information on our membership as up to date as possible and really appreciate information provided by our members.
Please let Al Schroetel know of any significant life event or relocations of our members. Just send an email to downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910-352-4378.

Chapter Community Programs
We would like to thank everyone who has supported our Community programs and ask you to keep
these important programs in mind for the future. Please consider a donation to these worthwhile programs now. We will be publishing individual recognition next month.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship
Chair
I have received four names for awards so far and will work with the schools to meet their needs. We are
providing certificates at this time until the MOAA store gets back online with medals.
All programs are trying to maintain healthy cadets but are subject to the rules each district is implementing. I have one award I will present in person on April 26. Others seem to be restricted attendance. If
you are interested, and feel safe doing so, please send me your name and if I get more that can make in
person presentations I will try to match volunteers with schools.
I have the scholarship applications and am starting to do telephonic interviews. All applicants have outstanding files for me to review.

As part of the interview process I will check to see if the applicant is open to attending the ceremony on
June 4 to receive the scholarship in person if they receive one.
Veteran Education Assistance Grants - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President
I hope you noticed that we have changed the name of the Veteran Student Scholarships to the Veterans
Educational Assistance Grants. This is more encompassing of what our mission statement is for helping
our Veterans continue their education, especially with financial needs so prevalent. I continue to emphasize how important your donations are to help Sencland MOAA assist our community Veterans. Your generosity makes this possible and we are financially able to appropriate an additional $3800
to our Community Outreach programs which include Veteran Educational Assistance Grants, Community Outreach, and JROTC Scholarships. We have a great organization and outstanding, generous members. Kudos to all of us.

A Reference Guide for When Your Veteran Dies
Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator
The Western North Carolina Chapter of MOAA has produced an excellent five page step by step guide
on what to do prior to and after your veteran family member passes away entitled “A Reference Guide
for When Your Veteran Dies”. This guide is on our website in the Resource Links tab and can be accessed at: https://sencland.org/links/index.php?id=1618578688&tp=General or if for some reason, you
cannot access this document, please call or email Sandi at the contact info below.
In the NHCVC section there is also a link to another document from the VA that can give more specifics
on these topics entitled: Planning Your Legacy: VA Survivors and Burials Benefits Kit
Please let Sandi know if there are any questions or anything she can do for you or your spouse at any
time. She can be reached at:
Email: earlsandi@gmail.com
Phone: 910-443-0470

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer
2021 DUES COLLECTION
The 2021 dues campaign is complete.
Donations
Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship Programs.

There are two ways to make dues and donation payments:
On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the menu on
the left side of the home page.
On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay chapter Dues, the other is to make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.
If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at
callsigngrump@gmail.com or 910- 319-7021.
Or: Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015
Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________
________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________

Dues

Telephone number _________________

Donation $__________
Total

$__________

$__________

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
From Your Wellness Committee...
Last month I mentioned spring was beginning to show its face and I was really for ready for it to be
here...! I am pleased that it is here and hope each of you are enjoying this wonderful weather (especially
the golfers). Winter was a long one, especially with the restrictions that went along with the Covid shut
downs for the last year. Things are getting better and I hope all are doing well as we start the return to a
more normal lifestyle.
In the meantime, Please Stay Safe....

Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility so they can be
properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.
Please let me or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations so we can
send a card or maybe a call. We care about our members...
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs May 2021 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Restrictions Update. Governor Cooper has further relaxed many of North Carolina’s Covid19 restrictions. Current restrictions are in effect through 30 April. Alcohol sales must no longer stop at
11 PM. Capacity limits have been raised: indoor gatherings up to 50; outdoor gatherings up to 100;
bars, conference and reception centers, sports arenas, live entertainment venues at 50% capacity; restaurants, breweries, amusement parks, gyms, pools at 75%; retail businesses and museums at 100%. Masks
and social distancing are still required in all public indoor settings. In North Carolina new Covid-19
cases, hospitalizations and deaths have stabilized, but still at a fairly high level. But several other states
are seeing a new round of increased cases and deaths after Spring Break. So please keep up with news
on this matter. The CDC still does not recommend interstate or international travel. The vaccination program is still proceeding rapidly as more supplies of vaccines become available. The pause in use of the
J&J vaccine has caused some slowdown in the pace of vaccines. So far, only about 30% of Americans
have been fully vaccinated. That means the vast majority of people you see in public settings have not
had their shots. So please continue to take all the precautions you can, including the “3 W’s” and follow
the current restrictions.
Legislative News. As previously reported, MOAA has announced its strategy for pursuing legislative
goals this year. The campaign is called “Advocacy in Action” and will be conducted virtually during the
month of May using video and telephone conferences, email and regular mail. Three goals will be addressed
during this campaign: Toxic Exposure Reform; TRICARE Young Adult Coverage; and a Basic Needs Allowance for Active Duty Service Members. SENCLAND Chapter members will be contacting Congressman
Rouzer in May to discuss these issues. You can keep up to date and join in MOAA National advocacy efforts using tools currently available within MOAA’s on-line Legislative Action Center at takeaction.moaa.org. The April edition of Military Officer Magazine contains additional information on “Advocacy in Action” and also contains prepared letters to Congressional leaders. I encourage you to sign and
send these letters.
In Washington, several bills have been introduced that address MOAA’s priorities. These include the
Toxic Exposures in the American Military (TEAM) Act; HR 475 to expand TRICARE coverage to
young adults to age 26; HR 2339 to provide a Basic Needs Allowance for junior Service members. The
Senate introduced S 244, with 42 co-sponsors. This bill, if passed, would authorize concurrent receipt of
Military Retired Pay and VA disability payments for combat-injured military personnel who were medically retired prior to completing a full military career. This concurrent receipt issue has been a MOAA
priority for many years and the significant support for this bill indicates it may finally have a chance to
pass this year. The Professional Staffs are continuing work on the FY2022 National Defense Authoriza-

tion (NDAA) and Defense Appropriations Bills. In mid-April, the Biden administration submitted a partial budget request that covers discretionary spending for the Federal Government. This request keeps
DOD spending roughly level at $715B, while increasing VA funding 8.5% to $113B. A full budget request, including additional details for discretionary spending, is expected within a few weeks.
The NC General Assembly continues its regular Long Session. So far, 31 bills of interest to military/retirees/veterans have been introduced in the NC Senate and House. Five of those bills address State Income Tax deductions for retired government employees. These are S4, S12 and H52, H75 and H83. Two
of these bills, S12 and H83, propose Income Tax deductions for only military retired pay. H83 is the
only one to date to have received attention. This bill has broad support in the House and was successfully passed out of all three Committees that reviewed it. It is now waiting to be placed on the calendar
for a full House vote. Significantly, this is the first time during my tenure as Legislative Chair that one
of these retiree tax deduction bills has moved close to a floor vote. So there is hope for this Session!
Other bills aligned with the NC Council of Chapters priorities that are moving forward are:
 H53 - Educ. Changes for Military Connected Students. Among other provisions, this bill ensures
continuity of in-state tuition for students enrolled in a NC college when a military parent leaves
the state under orders. This bill passed the House and Senate unanimously and was signed into
law by Gov. Cooper on 9 April.
 H224 (=S173) - Occupational Therapy Interstate Compact. Interstate compacts permit military
members and spouses to utilize occupational licenses obtained in one state in another state when
relocated under military orders. NC has approved several of these compacts in past Sessions, so
this one seems likely to succeed. This combined bill passed unanimously in both the House and
Senate and is now undergoing final revisions before being sent to the Governor.
I have continued to contact State Legislators in the SENCLAND area to express MOAA’s support for
these bills. If you would like to make your voice heard, please go to the NC General Assembly Web site
at North Carolina General Assembly (ncleg.gov) There, you can enter the bill number in the Bill Search
box at the top right of the Home Page and read the entire bill and track its progress through the General
Assembly. If you would like to support one of these bills you could then send an email to your appropriate State Senator or Representative. Their contact information is readily available on the SENCLAND
WEB site. You can also follow progress on these bills in the Bill Tracker posted to the SENCLAND
Web site. As always, I encourage you to get involved in the legislative process either at State or National
level. Please feel free to contact me if you need assistance or additional information.

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Stay home and stay safe! Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or
910-399-2404.
Planning Your Legacy: VA Survivors and Burials Benefits Kit – Hew Wolfe, COL, USA (ret), 2nd
Vice-President

The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) offers an excellent survivors and burial benefits kit as a
source of pre-need planning information and record storage for Veterans and their families. For those
who would like this valuable information, please click on the web site below.
Planning Your Legacy: VA Survivors and Burials Benefits Kit
Info on BENEFEDS for FEDVIP Programs
BENEFEDS processes enrollments and administers premium collection on behalf of the FEDVIP (Dental and Vision) carriers. BENEFEDS also offers a user-friendly website, www.BENEFEDS.com and a
knowledgeable customer service staff.
FEDVIP is a separate and different program from the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program
(FEHB). FEDVIP works differently than your other Federal benefits in some ways. Here are a few of
the most important differences:




You can update your FEDVIP enrollment ONLY through BENEFEDS. You cannot make
FEDVIP changes through your agency’s human resources office, an online human resources system (such as Employee Express, My Pay, EBIS, or PostalEase), your FEDVIP insurance carrier,
or your retirement system.
That means that it is your responsibility to contact BENEFEDS directly if:
o you transfer to a different agency
o you retire
o you change your name, or the names of any family members covered under your
FEDVIP enrollment change
o your contact information changes (phone number, address, email address)
o you change your FEHB plan during the year

Your employing agency or your retirement system will NOT notify BENEFEDS of these changes —
you must do so. There are several stipulations on modifying your elections in these programs. Please review these at www.BENEFEDS.com
To contact BENEFEDS, please visit www.BENEFEDS.com or you may call the BENEFEDS customer
service center at 1-877-888-FEDS (1-877-888-3337), TTY 1-877-889-5680.

Sweeping New Law Allows VA to Vaccinate All Veterans - This article by Steve Beynon originally
appeared on Military.com.
President Joe Biden signed into law a sweeping new measure that supercharges the Department of Veterans Affairs' ability to vaccinate millions of Americans. The Save Lives Act will allow the VA to vaccinate all veterans, veteran spouses, caregivers and Civilian Health and Medical Program recipients, regardless of their VA eligibility.
However, patients enrolled in VA care will get priority. About half of all 18 million living U.S. veterans
are enrolled in VA care, according to the U.S. Census Bureau. "This new law expands options for where

veterans and their families can receive the COVID-19 vaccine, ensuring that every veteran, spouse, and
caregiver will have access to the protection they need from VA," Sen. Jon Tester, D-Mont., the chairman
of the Senate Veterans Affairs Committee said in a statement. "This bipartisan bill follows through on
our shared goal of getting more shots into the arms of as many veterans as possible."
As of Wednesday 4/16/21, the VA has vaccinated more than 2.7 million people, including veterans and
employees with at least one dose (source: va.gov). Previously, only veterans enrolled in VA could get
vaccinated. The bill's signing comes during a massive concerted effort from the Biden administration to
give vaccine access to as many Americans as possible, with the goal of the country starting to return to
relative normalcy by Independence Day. "COVID-19 has wreaked havoc on all American including veterans and their families," Veterans of Foreign Wars National Legislative Director Pat Murray said in a
statement. "The end may be near, but we will not come out of this until everybody possible has vaccinations."

Upcoming Items of Interest
Veterans’ Memorial Reef –Joe Irrera, 1st Vice President, Chairman
Veterans Memorial Reef (VMR) is a 501(c) 3 publicly supported non-profit veteran operated organization.
Our mission is to recognize those who have honorably served in the United States Armed Forces. This
recognition will memorialize their passing through commemoration while also emphasizing education of
both the US military (past, present or future) and the marine ecosystem. This technology will help to
preserve, rehabilitate and protect our natural ocean reef ecosystems by integrating the artificial Memorial Marker to reef technologies.
A few years ago, while reading National Geographic, our founder Thomas Marcinowski read an article
about the underwater City of Atlantis memorial. The concept consisted of people scattering remains
while scuba diving or placing memorial stones to form reefs in order to honor people who recently had
passed away. Seizing upon this idea he decided this would be a wonderful way to honor recently deceased veterans. And thus, the idea for Veterans Memorial Reefs was born. Thomas collaborated with
friends Joe Irrera and Alex Cupernall to make this idea a reality.
The North Carolina Division of Marine Fisheries has granted Veterans Memorial Reef a 160 acre locale
off the coast of Carolina Beach/Wrightsville Beach NC known as AR-372 (aka 5 mile box cars for local
fisherman).
Goals:
1. Recognize every veteran who served honorably.
2. Commemorate each veteran by having a biography, pictures and military history to include awards and distinctions earned while in the military. These will be placed onto our
website and each veteran will have his own link for people to read about the veteran, so
they are never forgotten.

3. Educate people regarding the meaning of the service awards, distinctions and in collaboration with Institutions of higher learning to study and learn about reef growth and environmental impacts.
4. Rehabilitate bodies of water to sustain life on the planet, allow for fishing and recreational purposes.
Memorializing Process:
DAY 1 Memorializing – After the memorial marker has been created the family members will gather at
a designated location and have the opportunity to personalize the memorial marker.
DAY 2 Ceremony – The family is invited to view a military service for their family member(s) and all
other Fallen Heroes.
DAY 3 Dedication – Family members will have an opportunity to board a boat(s) to transit out to the
reef site where they will meet up with the launch boat carrying the reef sections for the placement onto
the reef.
The inaugural launch is scheduled for May 28-30, 2021. With the ceremony occurring on Saturday the
29th at the NC Battleship park. The reef launch will be conducted on Sunday the 30th at AR-372 (artificial reef designation- also known locally as 5 mile boxcars). Due to current NC state COVID restrictions, attendance at the park grounds will be limited. VMR plans to Live-Stream both events (more
details to come).
For more information, please visit the VMR website: https://veteransmemorialreef.org/ or contact Joe
Irrera at 910-264-5372 or email: vmrirrera@gmail.com.

Memorial to US Colored Troops - COL John Melia, USA (ret)
Some members may be familiar with the Battle of The Forks which took place on February 20-21 in
1865. However, many of us “Come Heres” are not Civil War historians and not familiar with the events
of those two days. In my high school American History class in Rhode Island we learned there was a
war between the North and the South over slavery. The North won and Lincoln freed the slaves. We
knew of Gettysburg, Chancellorsville, Harpers Ferry, Bull Run, and the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse. We never heard about the Cowpens, Fort Fisher, or The Forks. What is so significant is the battle
was fought on the very ground where The Cameron Art Museum (CAM) now stands.
If you have seen the movie Glory with Denzel Washington and Morgan Freeman then you have watched
the United States Colored Troops, (USCT), in action. The Union troops who fought here in the Battle of
the Forks were two Brigades of 9 USCT regiments from North Carolina and Ohio. The CAM is the custodian of the battlefield and if you walk in the area to the right of the CAM, you can see a revetment
where the Confederate troops defended the road into Wilmington. There are 1503 public monuments in
North Carolina commemorating the Confederacy, but only one small stone obelisk in Hertford, NC mentioning the USCT.

Accordingly, on November 13, The CAM will dedicate a bronze sculpture of eleven full figures honoring the United States Colored Troops (USCT). This sculpture will be a permanent work of public art and
the only one in North Carolina. The CAM has asked me to reach out to our chapter and provide a little
information about the project. The CAM hopes to raise the last funds needed through the sale of pavers
which will be placed at the sculpture site. When COVID hit in 2020, the fundraiser planned for March
2020 had to be postponed.
Anne Brennan, the CAM’s Executive Director would be happy to meet with any chapter members who
might be interested in learning more about the project and the actual sculpture. Which is being designed
and cast by Stephen Hayes of the Duke University’s Department of Art, Art History and Visual Studies.
When you hear how the actual faces on the sculpture figures were done, you will understand how important it was to get the figures right. If you would like to learn more about this major undertaking by
the CAM, go to https://cameronartmuseum.org/ and click on USCT Public Sculpture.
Honor Flight Still Happening but Postponed to Fall 2021!
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area originally scheduled for April 24, 2021 is still on but has been
postponed until fall of 2021. Hopefully, by now, you are aware that the Honor Flight of the Cape Fear
Area is sponsoring a flight to Washington, DC. There is a major sendoff from ILM Airport at the crack
of dawn and a huge welcoming when they come back home that same night.
We are looking for a group from Sencland MOAA who would like to represent our organization and
participate in this venture. As the Veteran coordinator, I would like us to do the morning flight when
everyone is excited, fresh, and enthusiastic. As the event gets closer, I will be looking for volunteers for
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
On another note, I hope YOU consider taking the flight as a Veteran who has proudly served our country. If you are a World War II, Korea, or Vietnam Veteran, you are entitled to participate in the Honor
Flight. This is the website that includes all the information and the Veteran application. https://www.honorflightcfa.org/ Please, honor yourselves for your selfless service to our great
country. Let me know if I can answer any questions (chrissysanford@gmail.com).

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items
New Members Featured in Porters Neck Living Magazine – Jon & Katie Schoepf

Two of our newest members to SENCLand MOAA were recently featured in Porters Neck Living: Capt.
Jon Schoepf, USMC and his wife Katie, who joined the chapter this year. Jon is on active duty stationed
at Camp Lejeune. He is an intelligence officer and a company commander at 2d Intelligence Battalion,
and will move into the Operations Officer position this summer. Jon started off his career as an Infantry
Marine and did 5 years enlisted. Katie works in the Human Resources department at The Davis Community. Jon and Katie were married in 2018 and have been living in their Plantation Landing home since
2020. They share their home with their two pets – an eight year beagle named Patsy and a two year old
golden retriever named Waffles.
They have both love to travel, have had many memorable trips around the world and also love to collect
art from their travels. Please welcome Jon and Katie to SENCLand MOAA!

May Member Profile - LtCol Eric Shaffer, USMC (ret)
The Member Profile section for the May and June 2021 editions of the SENCLand Sentinel feature excerpts from a book by chapter member LtCol Eric Shaffer, USMC (ret) entitled Camouflaged Memories
– Vietnam and Beyond.

Eric Shaffer in Vietnam
Reveille
As a young enlisted Marine, I was assigned to a unit in Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, and enjoyed the
comforts offered by duty in a combat area. A tented billet with cot was one such comfort, allowing one
to spend warm nights, dry under the relentless monsoon rains. Like any encampment, there was a continuous battle raged against the vermin of the night and good housekeeping. Poor housekeeping encouraged mice and rats to take up residence with you, but no matter how clean your billet, its warmth was
often enough to draw these furry pests to your bedside.
Another wild creature that shared our homestead was snakes; like the rodents, they were uninvited, but
where there are vermin, there are predators like snakes. The problem with this particular predator is that
they were poisonous. Evening trips to the shower units were often more exciting than one could imagine
when you discovered you shared the shower with a poisonous snake. Warm water for the snakes was
like the warm bed of a Marine for a rodent.
I was in bed one rainy evening when I felt the familiar weight of some pest on my chest, and as had become my habit, I swatted the offending pest. However, instead of striking the familiar fur, I struck
scales. There is no more effective reveille in the world than thinking you have struck a cobra and flung it
into the dark, unless it is shouting “COBRA” in a darkened tent filled with Marines. Like the proverbial
“fire in a crowded theater,” the tent cleared and a search was mounted for the snake. You can imagine
our collective relief when the snake turned out to be a large iguana, who like its brother vermin, had
wandered into the tent seeking warmth.
Off to War We Go
I received my lieutenancy as part of the Marine Corps Enlisted Commissioning Program, which was designed to take talented enlisted men and give them a path to a commission in the Marine Corps. I was a
sergeant in Vietnam when I was selected to participate in the program.
I successfully completed Officer Candidate School earning my gold bars. My next stop was the Basic
School where the real work of turning lieutenants into an Officer of Marines was completed. I did well;
and on our graduation day, I waited with over two hundred other men to find out our next duty station.
In general, there was little mystery to this process in the late 1960’s for we were at the height of the
fighting in Vietnam. With the exception of going to flight school or other specialist courses, infantry officers, except those recently returned from Vietnam, were headed to Vietnam.

The litany of names was called along with their Military Occupational Specialty and next duty station.
By the time my name was called, five of the six members of the class who had already been to Vietnam
had been assigned duties around the world and country. I was assigned to Commander, Western Pacific
or more bluntly Vietnam and an infantry platoon. At the conclusion of the ceremonies, I asked the company commander why of all the Vietnam returnees I had been singled out to return. His response was
classic Marine: “Have you ever been to Vietnam as an officer?” When I said “no,” he simply said that
this would count as my first tour of duty.
Gunnery Sergeant Maloon
There is a special place in the Marine Corps for those individuals who rise to the rank of Gunnery Sergeant. In the combat arms, these mythical creatures are generally the hands-on disciplinarians and work
the magic required to keep the command supplied. But it is their place in the hearts of all Marines that
make them the invaluable asset they are. They come in all shapes and sizes, with personalities and leadership qualities as varied as the ranks they come from. The perceptions of their actions are the bedrock
of legends within an organizations filled with bigger-than-life people and accomplishments. No gathering of Marines would be complete without a discussion of who had the hardest drinking, meanest, and
most combat savvy gunnery sergeant. The Marine “gunny” becomes part of the fabric of every Marine
that serves with them and whose memories of them become larger than life.
When I look back on the gunnery sergeants who crossed my career, one immediately comes to mind:
Gunnery Sergeant Maloon, who in the years since we served together has become the composite of all
those fine men who served with me. Gunnery Sergeant Maloon alone has a special place in my memories, from the day I met him in Vietnam to the day he was evacuated. He joined me in Vietnam assuming
the position of company gunnery sergeant; we were in garrison at the time of his arrival, which I will
never forget. He was the proverbial Irish giant, towering over me by a full foot at six feet, six inches.
Perched on his had like a Yakima was his helmet. His hands were large enough to palm a head, which
on many occasions he did. He worried me when I saw his flak jacket; we simply did not have one big
enough to fit him.
He spoke with a brogue that was like the music of Ireland, but when he roared, the dead would snap to
attention. Over the months we were together I learned that although an honor graduate from drill instructor school, he had a short two-month tour in that role; and when I asked why, he simply stated that he
did not know that one of his recruits was the son of a congressman. Another short tour found him as the
instructor inspector of a reserve infantry company in Boston. Again was another simple explanation: he
did not see the harm in parking the “Toys for Tots” truck in front of a bar. Now he was home with his
beloved Marines.
He never failed me, surprised me constantly, and on occasions helped me from running afoul of senior
officers. His shadow was next to mine in every assault, a comfort to me and the Marines we led. He was
by reputation a hard drinker. This reputation was driven home when he offered me a drink from his canteen. It was a quart of Irish whiskey, shaken not stirred. It was after this experience that I found excuses
to send him to the rear to be refreshed on the condition that never again would I be surprised by his canteen contents. This worked well until on one of the trips to the rear he found out that the battalion supply

sergeant was shortchanging our company. Neither the battalion commander nor I knew that you could
cram a man into a haversack.
Somewhere in our time together, he decided I had earned his trust and loyalty. He had long earned mine.
This loyalty, like the man himself was fierce and complete. It was a fearful thing if he felt his commander had been slandered. He was fearless in combat and fanatical in his love of his Marines. He is the
example by which I measure when it comes time to speak or reminisce about those rare individuals and
legends called gunnery sergeants.

L-R: GySgt Maloon, 1stSgt Watson, 1LT Shaffer in Vietnam
Laughter, the Best Medicine
One of the more popular TV shows in the 1960s and during my second tour of duty in Vietnam was Rat
Patrol. The show was based on a WWII setting, where a mixed bag of soldiers were running up and
down the enemy highways in jeeps with mounted machine guns keeping the roads free of the evil Nazis.
Unfortunately for me and my command, this was one of the shows presented by Armed Forces Radio
and Television Station in Vietnam. Most of us realized the literary license taken by the TV show, but the
battalion commander considered the show a resource for innovative tactics.
At the time of the confluence of reality and make-believe, the battalion was assigned responsibility for
guarding a stretch of highway, in this case highway loosely defined as any rutted dirt road. Guarding the
road was a thankless but necessary duty, and one that was wearing on the battalion commander; for each
time that a mine went off, both the regimental and division commanders helped themselves to another
piece of the battalion commander. It was in this setting that Rat Patrol went from the screen to the real
world. Our commander decided that if the highway was constantly in use, the chances of a mine being
planted were significantly reduced. We company commanders did not argue with the premise, but were
vocal in expressing our opinion that night ambushes would replace mine warfare in short order. Our
boss weighed our concerns against the almost daily thrashing from his seniors and decided that night
ambushes were the lesser of two evils.
My company and I drew the road straw and prepared to mount a Rat Patrol. I chose to use two jeeps
with appropriate armament and three Marines in each. There was no good-natured banter among us
company commanders, for all held that the patrol may be without incident the first night as it was a new
idea, and even for the second night as the enemy adjusted to the new tactic. We all agreed from the third
night on that these patrols would be a very dangerous enterprise. This was one of those tasks that you

man using only volunteers. I climbed aboard the first jeep and told the drivers not to spare the horsepower, reasoning that a speeding target is harder to hit than a slow moving one. However, the jeeps of
the day were about as speedy as a penguin in flight.
Night one went as expected, as did night two, and for that matter so night three. I was riding shotgun on
the first patrol of night three and as we flew down the highway, we hit a tree that had been laid across
the road by our foes. The bad guys must have figured that there was no need to waste gunpowder when
simpler methods would deliver Marines into their hands. A tip of my hat to my adversaries as they were
right. Hitting a log at 35 mph will produce a target rich for exploitation. When we hit that log, the driver
went through the steering wheel, the gunner flew over the top of the guns, and the jeep flipped over,
landing on most of me. Our wingman was still some distance behind us and I thought we were dead men
– we should have been. As we laid there waiting to check out of life, I heard laughter coming from the
side of the road. Turned out to be the enemy. The sight we presented as we hit the log was probably
funny to any observer; it certainly was to our foe. However, the opportunity to kill Mrs. Shaffer’s favorite son was lost because they were laughing too hard to shoulder their weapons. I am convinced now
more than ever that laughter is the best medicine.
Mother’s Day
I led India Company, Third Battalion, First Marines, First Marine Division in the Republic of Vietnam
on Mother’s Day in 1969. The battalion had been ordered to locate, close with and destroy a North Vietnamese army unit. The size was anyone’s guess and located somewhere to the north of our current position. My unit was the pointed end of the stick on our march north, or if you prefer, the bait to draw out
the enemy.
We discovered the enemy ensconced in a village in front of us. Experience is the lifeblood of Marines in
the field. To know the enemy is in a forward position when no shots have been fired is a matter of observation. When you are heading north and an entire village complete with animals and the local South Vietnamese army unit are heading south, something unpleasant was about to happen.
A river and six hundred meters of dry rice paddy lay between us and our quarry. To picture our circumstances, a dry rice paddy is a lot like a billiard tabletop – hard and flat with the occasional speed bump to
define each paddy. On top of geography as punishment for trying to kill our fellow man, God gave us a
day over one hundred degrees and humidity just short of rain. It was so hot that to touch exposed metal
was painful and the smell of gun oil and gunmetal filled the air.
We crossed the river with our battalion spreading out along its banks behind us and began to move forward, putting us on the “billiard table” between river and village. About halfway across the paddy, the
village tree line exploded. A compatriot on the far side of the river later described it as a magnificent
sight when the tree line disappeared in blue smoke, and the quiet of the day was shattered by a noise all
too familiar to the infantry.
My First Platoon disappeared under that smoke, never again to be a factor in the fight ahead. Those of us
who avoided the opening salvo tried to make ourselves invisible as we went about the business of
fighting our way into the village. As the day wore on, it became apparent that we didn’t bring enough
Marines, and with the loss of the First Platoon, every man counted. We even recruited the dead as we
began to pile them in front of ourselves for cover from incoming fire. Going back was a poor option and
going forward was bound to increase the rolls of Gold Star Mothers and Widows.

About this time I and my remaining Marines were coming to this conclusion, I looked up to see the Irish
giant – Gunnery Sargent Maloon lumbering toward me. He neither ran nor took cover, but simply came
on as if he was on a parade ground instead of a killing field. He sat down beside me as I questioned his
sanity. He in turn reminded me that the troops needed reassurance that the situation was under control
and his stroll certainly seemed to suggest that. Following this brief exchange, he ambled back to his own
position, adding another Purple Heart to the three he already earned.
No clearer example of personal courage or the tenets of leadership than this little “walk in the woods.”
As the day wore on and my command continued to wear away, I remember watching individual Marines
fill armfuls of canteens from a bomb crater. While I understood the willingness to drink green water, I
was mystified that no one took the time to remove the dead dog from our watering hole. I also marveled
at the willingness of individual Marines to risk their own lives for the sake of their brothers in arms.
A call for ammunition set in motion acts of courage and examples of leadership worth including in any
tale of the two. It was an accepted practice to excuse from an operation any man within seven days of
his transfer back to the states. I had left behind twelve men in this category. The senior man in this group
was a Sergeant Latham, a man who had done his duty many times over. However, when the resupply
helicopter arrived, Sergeant Latham, four clerks, and the other eleven Marines awaiting transfer got off.
Those fifteen Marines became my First Platoon and were more welcome than a cool drink in the Sahara.
I know how hard it was to stay on that battlefield, but I can only imagine how hard it would have been to
get on a helicopter and join your unit where the half-life of a Marine was measured in minutes. Neither
shame nor blame would have attached to any who refused to come but come they did.
How Sergeant Latham got the others to follow is a story in itself, but it is clear that personal courage,
personal example, and a sense of obligation to brother Marines motivated this remarkable Sergeant and
the small band of brothers with him. To paraphrase Shakespeare’s Richard III, “He that outlived this day
and came safe home will stand a tip-toe when this day is named, from that day to the ending of the
world, we in it shall remember the feats we saw and be as brothers.”

India Company on Patrol
To be continued in the June Edition….

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter President
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:

Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net or 910-616-9614 or
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster
On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events plus and
updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs. If you need help
logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910-791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net.
SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.

Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings.
We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do
not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We want to keep
you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the

15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.
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