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June 2021 Message from President Jim Carper –
senclandchapter@gmail.com
As we near June 2021, I hope this finds you all well, fully vaccinated, having visits with Family and
Grandchildren, and beginning to feel like things are getting back to normal, whatever that is. Know we
will all take time to pause with our Nation on Memorial Day to remember all of those who have given
their lives in the service of our Country and to offer a prayer that someday there will be no more wars to
fight and sons and daughters lost.
A Happy Birthday to all our June Babies, may you each have many Happy, Healthy years ahead!
A big HOOAH to the men and women of the US Army on the occasion of its 246th Birthday on 14 June.
You have served this Nation well.
To all our Fathers, Grandfathers, and Great Grandfathers, I wish you each a wonderful Father’s Day on
20 June. Thank you for all the love and guidance you provide.
Welcome to new Chapter members: Col John Klotsko, USA (ret) and his wife Gale and Col Mike
McKinley, USAF and his wife Brenda. We look forward to meeting you in person in the near future.
I am pleased that our Annual June Pig Pickin is a GO for 4 June at Long Leaf Park, Wilmington,
where we will enjoy our first in-person event, eat some delicious BBQ, fried chicken, and fixin’s, and
recognize the recipients of our 2020 Veteran and 2021 JROTC Scholarship Programs. I hope that you will
chose to join us, but don’t forget that you must preregister and pay NLT 1 Jun. Full details are provided
in the Programs section.
I hope that each of you took time to read the May Newsletter feature on LtCol Eric Shaffer’s excerpts
from CAMOUFLAGED MEMORIES, Vietnam and Beyond, Part 1 and will enjoy Part 2 which continues as our June feature article. In addition, a second feature article, Did Germany attack the Kure Beach
Ethyl-Dow chemical plant in 1943? by Wilbur D. Jones. Jr, has been included for your enjoyment.
The month of May included MOAA’s Advocacy in Action campaign to encourage support and action
for priority legislation which greatly impacts past, current, and future military personnel and their families. Barry Coyle’s section on Legislative Affairs 2021 provide updates on both Federal and State Legislative Bills which need your support. I encourage you to review his update and to join in the effort to
support by going to MOAA’s Take Action Center at MOAA.org and sending your Representative and
Senators a Letter of Support. Don’t forget to fill out the Chapter Affiliation Box to reflect SENCLAND
Chapter.
For those of you who were able to hear BG Rob Cooley’s Feb 2020 discussion on current and future National Security concerns throughout the world and BG (Ret) Dave Grange’s April 2021 discussion of

“Irregular or Asymmetrical Warfare in the 21st Century”, you will want to take time to read the Military.Com discussion on “How Should the US Respond to Provocations in the Grey Zone?”. You can access the article by going to https://www.military.com/daily-news/opinions/2021/05/13/how-should-usrespond-provocations-grey-zone.html
With the 20th Anniversary of 9/11 rapidly approaching, our Editor Allan Turner, plans to feature “Personal Stories of 9/11” and ask that members consider submitting their own stories of what they were doing on 9/11/01 for inclusion in the September Newsletter. (turnerja@ec.rr.com)
As always, thanks to the continuing generous donations of our Chapter members, which along with
MOAA Community and Covid Relief Grants will ensure our 2021 Community Programs (JROTC Leadership Awards and Scholarships, Veterans Educational Assistant Grants, & Veterans Outreach) will be
extremely successful. SENCLAND Chapter “Continues to Serve”!
I invite those wishing to get involved with Chapter operation to joining one of our Chapter Committees,
or to help with the Chapter JROTC, Veteran Grants, and Outreach Programs. If you are interested, please
get in touch with me. Your Chapter needs you.
Have a great summer. We will work on planning some social activities for the Chapter and let you know
as plans are finalized. See you in September when we resume our monthly Luncheons at the Bluewater
Grill. Don’t forget to sign up for the June Pig Pickin.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
Annual Pig Pickin" is a GO for June 4, 2021!!
We are very excited to be having our annual Pig Pickin’: 1700, 4 June at Long Leaf Park in Shelter #6.
This will be the first in-person gathering we have had in 15 months – Hard to believe! Members are encouraged to bring potential members as guests. Details FYI:
• Catered BBQ by Smithfield will include barbeque, fried chicken, Brunswick stew, coleslaw, dessert
(Stroopwafel cookies), beverages including iced tea, soft drinks, beer, wine and water.
• Price: $25/person. Payment in advance received NLT June 1st is required so we can notify our catering
business partner of expected needs.
• Payment Options: Electronic option using our Website www.sencland.org in the “News and Events”
Section will process your payment. For those who desire to send payment by USPS, please send so it
can be received by our Treasurer NLT June 1st. His Chapter Address is: SENCLAND Chapter of
MOAA, P.O. Box 10015 Wilmington, NC 28404.

• Our program will feature recognition of JROTC Scholarship Winners and Veteran Student Scholarship
recipients for 2021.

Upcoming Programs 2021
July –
August
Summer Break
14 Sep
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
05 Oct
Program TBD Blue Water Grill
02 Nov Program TBD Blue Water Grill
07 Dec
Special Christmas Program featuring the Harmony Belles - Blue Water Grill
Potential Speakers for 2021
MOAA National – Lt. Gen Dana Atkins, Jr.
Dr. Chris Fonville – Historian and specialist in the American Civil War
Paws4People - Trained service dogs for Veterans
May Zoom Meeting

.
Julie Wilsey
Granseur Dick, PE
Director
Manager of Facilities
Wilmington International Airport
For our 04 May meeting, we were treated to Julie Wilsey, Airport Manager for the ILM Airport.
Julie is a Former Major in the U.S. Army and a graduate of West Point. Joining Julie will be
Granseur Dick, Manager of Facilities for the ILM Airport. Julie and Granseur will make a presentation
on the renovations and expansion currently underway at ILM as well as discussing the effects that
COVID has had on passenger traffic and operations at the airport

Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Ken Klassen, Webmaster
Don’t forget to check out the new look to the Chapter website: www.sencland.org!
SENCLAND’s website www.sencland.org has new information each month for your use.
There are important posts each month on the Home page with drop downs from the red box.

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
John Klotsko, Colonel, USA (Ret). John & Gale live in the Winding River Community in Bolivia
Michael McKinley, Colonel, USAF (Ret.). Michael & Brenda live in Wrightsville Beach.
We hope that as many new members of the Chapter will be able to attend the picnic on Friday, June 4th
so that we can meet them and welcome them in person.
We try to keep information on our membership as up to date as possible and really appreciate information provided by our members.
Please let Al Schroetel know of any significant life event or relocations of our members. Just send an email to downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910-352-4378.

Chapter Community Programs
JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
We would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this year. Please
considering a donation to these worthwhile projects now. We are always accepting applications for outreach support. Thank you again to all our generous contributors.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
I am awaiting the final two names for our leadership awards this spring. I was able to make one in person presentation but most were limited to classroom presentations by the instructors. Looking forward
to in-person presentations again next year.
2021 SENCLAND JROTC Scholarships
On June 4 we will make the formal presentation of scholarships to eight very worthy candidates from
this area. This year’s recipients are:
Ashton Warren
ECU
Engineering
JT Hoggard
Army ROTC
Nicole Waterbury
West Brunswick
Andrew Powers
North Brunswick
Austin Rheuby
South Brunswick

Barton College

ECU

VMI
Mother Veteran

Undecided
AF ROTC
Undecided
ROTC
Biology
Rifle Team

Alexandra Rupkalvis UNC Chapel Hill
South Brunswick
(Father Retired Army)

Nursing

Mary von Kolnitz
JT Hoggard

CFCC then NCSU

Agriculture

Trinity George
Whiteville

NC Central
Grandfather Retired 1SG

Psychology

Jalen Faulk
Whiteville

NC A&T

Criminal Justice

Veteran Education Assistance Grants - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President
I hope you noticed that we have changed the name of the Veteran Student Scholarships to the Veterans
Educational Assistance Grants. This is more encompassing of what our mission statement is for helping
our Veterans continue their education, especially with financial needs so prevalent. I continue to emphasize how important your donations are to help Sencland MOAA assist our community Veterans. Your generosity makes this possible and we are financially able to appropriate an additional $3800
to our Community Outreach programs which include Veteran Educational Assistance Grants, Community Outreach, and JROTC Scholarships. We have a great organization and outstanding, generous members. Kudos to all of us.

7-Step Workbook for End of Life and Healthcare Planning
Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator
If you are looking for a good tool to help your family at what will be their most stressful
time, Lower Cape Fear Life Care has a great workbook for you. Now is the time to have
the conversation. You can pick up a free copy at the Life Care Center on Physicians
Drive in Wilmington, or even easier, let me know that you would like a copy and I will bring it to the 4
June Pig Pickin for you.

Please let Sandi know if there are any questions or anything she can do for you or your spouse at any
time. She can be reached at:
Email: earlsandi@gmail.com Phone: 910-443-0470

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer
2021 DUES COLLECTION
The 2021 dues campaign is complete.
Donations
Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship Programs.
There are two ways to make dues and donation payments:
On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” in the menu on
the left side of the home page.
On that new page, there are two separate choices; one is to pay chapter Dues, the other is to make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.
If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at
callsigngrump@gmail.com or 910- 319-7021.
Or: Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015
Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________
________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________

Dues

Telephone number _________________

Donation $__________
Total

$__________

$__________

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
From Your Wellness Committee...
Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility so they can be
properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.
Please let me or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations so we can
send a card or maybe a call. We care about our members...
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs June 2021 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Restrictions Update. Governor Cooper has further relaxed many of North Carolina’s Covid19 restrictions. Capacity limits on private indoor and outdoor gatherings, bars and restaurants have been
lifted. Some restrictions remain on large venues, like sports stadiums. Fully vaccinated people are no
longer required to wear masks at outdoor events, or indoors when with other fully vaccinated people.
Mask mandates have been lifted for retail establishments, primarily for fully vaccinated people. Retail
businesses can still require masks. Masks are still required state-wide for everyone in medical facilities,
schools and some government buildings. This is all good news for Covid-weary folks. But don’t throw
that mask away yet! As of 19 May only 40% of adults and almost no children have been vaccinated in
New Hanover County. So the majority of people you encounter in public settings will be unvaccinated
for some time to come. Please use good judgement and wear your mask and practice social distancing
when indoors.
Legislative News. On 13 May, your Chapter President, Jim Carper, Past President, Ken Klassen, 2nd
Vice-President Hew Wolfe and I participated in a Zoom meeting in support of MOAA’s “Advocacy in
Action” campaign. We met with Mr. Ian Whitson, Legislative Assistant for Congressman David Rouzer
(R-NC 7th). Mr. Rouzer was originally scheduled to meet with us himself, but was called away for votes
on the House floor. We discussed MOAA’s three goals for this campaign: Toxic Exposure Reform; TRICARE Young Adult Coverage; and a Basic Needs Allowance for Active Duty Service Members. Mr.
Whitson was very knowledgeable on these issues and we had a cordial and productive meeting. You can
continue to support “Advocacy in Action” through the end of May using tools currently available within
MOAA’s on-line Legislative Action Center at https://takeaction.moaa.org. A big “Thank You” to the
Chapter Officers and members who have supported this effort.
As previously reported, several bills have been introduced in Washington that address MOAA’s priorities. These include the Toxic Exposures in the American Military (TEAM) Act; HR 475 to expand TRICARE coverage to young adults to age 26; HR 2339 to provide a Basic Needs Allowance for junior Service members. The Senate introduced S 244, with 42 co-sponsors. This bill, if passed, would authorize
concurrent receipt of Military Retired Pay and VA disability payments for combat-injured military personnel who were medically retired prior to completing a full military career. This concurrent receipt issue has been a MOAA priority for many years and the significant support for this bill indicates it may
finally have a chance to pass this year. The Professional Staffs are continuing work on the FY2022 Na-

tional Defense Authorization (NDAA) and Defense Appropriations Bills. In mid-April, the Biden administration submitted a partial budget request that covers discretionary spending for the Federal Government. This request keeps DOD spending roughly level at $715B, while increasing VA funding 8.5%
to $113B. A full budget request, including additional details for discretionary spending, is expected in
the near future.
The NC General Assembly continues its regular Long Session but has taken a brief break after the 13
May “Crossover Date” deadline for passing important bills in each chamber. They will be back in full
session by 1 June to finalize work on the budget and appropriations bills. So far, 37 bills of interest to
military/retirees/veterans have been introduced in the NC Senate and House. Five of those bills address
State Income Tax deductions for retired government employees. These are S4, S12 and H52, H75 and
H83. Two of these bills, S12 and H83, propose Income Tax deductions for only military retired pay.
H83 is the only one to date to have received attention. This bill has broad support in the House and was
successfully passed out of all three Committees that reviewed it. It is now waiting to be placed on the
calendar for a full House vote. Significantly, this is the first time during my tenure as Legislative Chair
that one of these retiree tax deduction bills has moved close to a floor vote. So there is hope for this Session! The NC Council of Chapters efforts to support tax reduction efforts were highlighted in the 22
April edition of the MOAA weekly newsletter. Other bills aligned with the NC Council of Chapters priorities that are moving forward are:
 H53 - Educ. Changes for Military Connected Students. Among other provisions, this bill ensures
continuity of in-state tuition for students enrolled in a NC college when a military parent leaves
the state under orders. This bill passed the House and Senate unanimously and was signed into
law by Gov. Cooper on 9 April.
 H224 (=S173) - Occupational Therapy Interstate Compact. Interstate compacts permit military
members and spouses to utilize occupational licenses obtained in one state in another state when
relocated under military orders. NC has approved several of these compacts in past Sessions, so
this one seems likely to succeed. This combined bill passed unanimously in both the House and
Senate and is now undergoing final revisions before being sent to the Governor.
I have continued to contact State Legislators in the SENCLAND area to express MOAA’s support for
these bills. If you would like to make your voice heard, please go to the NC General Assembly Web site
at North Carolina General Assembly (ncleg.gov). There, you can enter the bill number in the Bill
Search box at the top right of the Home Page and read the entire bill and track its progress through the
General Assembly. If you would like to support one of these bills you could then send an email to your
appropriate State Senator or Representative. Their contact information is readily available on the
SENCLAND WEB site. You can also follow progress on these bills in the Bill Tracker posted to the
SENCLAND Web site. As always, I encourage you to get involved in the legislative process either at
State or National level. Please feel free to contact me if you need assistance or additional information.

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Stay home and stay safe! Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or
910-399-2404.

COVID-19 BURIAL BENEFIT - https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/economic/funeral-assistance
If you have lost a loved one due to COVID, please click on the above link for assistance from FEMA.
Please help get the word out about this.
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESOURCES AND UPDATES
If you believe you may be suffering from the virus and you are:
 A TRICARE beneficiary: Call the Military Health System Nurse Advice Line at 1-800-TRICARE
(874-2273), option 1, to receive guidance. You can also connect with a nurse via web or video
chat at www.mhsnurseadviceline.com.
 A VA beneficiary: Contact your local VA facility prior to visiting. You can also send a secure
message via the MyHealtheVet portal to receive guidance. Learn more about virtual care options here. UPDATE: As of March 19, Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) Regional Offices no longer will offer in-person services, including scheduled appointments.
 Outside the VA and TRICARE networks: Call your health provider.
Coronavirus Resources
 Coronavirus.gov
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Website
 CDC Advice for Higher-Risk Individuals
 VA Coronavirus Website
Here is a link to TRICARE COVID-19 resources: TRICARE Coronavirus Information
Veterans Caregiver Resources Workshop
Are you a Veteran and/or military caregiver? Or know someone who is? Please join us so we can empower you and your family with caregiver programs, education and resources. Please visit: AARP's Veterans, Military and Their Families, VA Caregiver Support and Elizabeth Dole Foundation's #HiddenHeroes Blog.
There will be a Zoom presentation on these caregiver resources. Please click the link below to register.
Date & Time: Wednesday, May 26, 2021 3:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m.
Location: Zoom
REGISTER

Upcoming Items of Interest
SENCLand Sentinel Summer Break

In conjunction with our summer break, the SENCLand Sentinel will not publish issues for the months of
July and August 2021. We will resume publication in late August as we pick up our meetings again in
September.
Editor Needs 9/11 Member Stories for the September Edition
As President Jim Carper mentioned in his section, this coming September will be the 20th anniversary of
the 9/11/01 attack on our country. For our September, 2021 member profile section, we are planning to
publish a compilation of member stories on what you were doing that tragic day. I have already heard
two interesting member stories which will be included and would love to include yours. Feel free to
write down your thoughts and forward to me prior to Thursday 8/26/2021. You can email to me at:
turnerja@ec.rr.com. Thanks in advance!

Honor Flight Still Happening but Postponed to Fall 2021!
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area originally scheduled for April 24, 2021 is still on but has been
postponed until fall of 2021. Hopefully, by now, you are aware that the Honor Flight of the Cape Fear
Area is sponsoring a flight to Washington, DC. There is a major sendoff from ILM Airport at the crack
of dawn and a huge welcoming when they come back home that same night.
We are looking for a group from Sencland MOAA who would like to represent our organization and
participate in this venture. As the Veteran coordinator, I would like us to do the morning flight when
everyone is excited, fresh, and enthusiastic. As the event gets closer, I will be looking for volunteers for
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
On another note, I hope YOU consider taking the flight as a Veteran who has proudly served our country. If you are a World War II, Korea, or Vietnam Veteran, you are entitled to participate in the Honor
Flight. This is the website that includes all the information and the Veteran application. https://www.honorflightcfa.org/ Please, honor yourselves for your selfless service to our great
country. Let me know if I can answer any questions (chrissysanford@gmail.com).

Did Germany attack the Kure Beach Ethyl-Dow chemical plant in 1943?
By: Wilber D. Jones, Jr.
This article originally appeared in the 4/18/2021 Wilmington Star-News
Link to article: https://www.starnewsonline.com/story/news/2021/04/18/ethyl-dow-kure-beach-chemical-plant-german-attack-1943/7188413002/
Kure Beach, N. C., July 25, 1943, at around 3 a.m., Germany attacked the United States when a surfaced
submarine fired five rounds at the local Ethyl-Dow chemical plant intending its damage.
The rounds landed in the Cape Fear River near Brunswick County.
I believe this happened, and thus was the only German military attack on America during World War II.

1940’s Aerial View of the Ethyl-Dow Chemical Plant, Kure Beach, NC
Officials blanked the media, never providing facts. Public rumors persisted. It took post-war chance and
persistence to divulge this remarkable story.
Reaction gathered believers and skeptics, from “sure” to “mythology,” enlivening speculative interpretations: It did, or did not.
Following our interviews and site tours, John Hanc, writing for the New York Times (2016) and Smithsonianmag.com (2017), offered mediation. Weighing the yeas, nays, could-bes, and maybe-nots, he
skewed probable.
Otherwise, internet references and media re-writes appear primarily sourcing analysis in my 2003 book,
A Sentimental Journey. Anything new out there?
Presuming not, let’s settle the issue.
Why Ethyl-Dow? The plant produced bromine from seawater, a valued additive to aviation and highperformance gasolines – a natural target. Located one half mile north of now central Kure Beach, it
stretched one half mile across Federal Point from an ocean intake to river docks.
What was witnessed?
Ralph Horton, on plant duty that night, said, “We were blacked out on the ocean side. Their aim wasn’t
that good, we heard the whistling sound. We were on the fourth floor and could see the shells exploding
at the water’s edge.”
Horton later operated a metals business here and served as county commissioners’ chairman.
“It’s a tradition among Kure Beach old-timers that this happened,” said John Gregory III, at his family’s
1930s Atlantic Avenue cottage.
That night, while his grandparents rocked, a spotlight on the surface blinded their porch, scanning the
beach. They heard “artillery fire.” The light extinguished.

The Type IX U-boat – believed to be the class that fired on the Ethyl-Dow Chemical Plant
Gregory's grandmother told him, “‘the whole thing happened in a minute or two.’ They sat petrified.
Nothing they could do. They had no telephone.”
The next morning, neighbors spoke of seeing the light or hearing the firing. Gregory's grandfather told
an Army officer their experience. The response: “‘Nothing happened. You didn’t see anything.’ But they
knew what they and their neighbors saw – a German submarine.”

Having 'reasonable proof' of the attack
Army Lt. Carlton Sprague, 558th Anti-Aircraft Artillery Battalion training at nearby Fort Fisher that
night, remembered the attack.
A. B. Love Jr. - The Star News reported in March 1946, “That a German submarine tried to shell the
Ethyl-Dow plant at Kure’s Beach was given ‘reasonable proof’ yesterday by a letter” from Love to his
father. The attempt took place on the morning of July 25, 1943, at 3 o’clock.”
Love worked for Ethyl-Dow, later moved to Michigan, and saw a German U-boat painting hanging in a
barber shop. The owner, a former Army pilot who spotted the submarine while patrolling that day, knew
of Love’s Wilmington connection. The pilot said it fired five rounds but “was sunk the following day.”
Location/verification of that particular sinking is difficult.
Plant official Robert Cantwell said this information was probably correct. An Army guard told him the
alert was “the real thing.”
Lt. Cmdr. Louis Hanson, Coast Guard Auxiliary, sighted a submarine silhouette while patrolling around
Masonboro Inlet that night, and substantiated Love. Hanson lived across the street from me.
Noted local historian Lewis T. Moore accepted and reported Love’s and Hanson’s accounts.
Something was “not right”
Catherine and Margaret Crowe. That night an air raid siren awakened these First Presbyterian Church
pastor’s daughters. Shipyard lights went out, “which they never did in a practice raid,”

Catherine Crowe said the next Sunday their dinner guests, two British submarine-chaser officers operating here, said that night while patrolling off Wrightsville Beach, they almost hit a German submarine.

Seawater Intake from the Atlantic Ocean for the Ethyl-Dow Chemical Plant
Luther Jordan. As volunteer head of Carolina Beach civilian defense, an emergency call that night summoned him to the office. “After the war he told us about the submarine firing,” said daughter Frances
Jordan.
George Burrell Byers. That night he noticed shipyard lights extinguished with “dead silence.” A fighter
plane roared south. “Something was not right.” Later he heard.
Shipyard lights stayed off until about 5:30 a.m., a drastic move at an around-the-clock facility, and probably it’s only shut-down.

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items

June Member Profile - LtCol Eric Shaffer, USMC (ret)
The Member Profile section for the June 2021 editions of the SENCLand Sentinel continues the excerpts
from the book by chapter member LtCol Eric Shaffer, USMC (ret) entitled Camouflaged Memories –
Vietnam and Beyond.
Risen from the Grave
I have written before on the thin veneer of civilization and how easily it is eroded by constant exposure
to the harsh realities of combat. In addition to this erosion, those in the crucible of combat become almost numb to the loss of friends and comrades. It is a numbness invaluable as a coping mechanism, and
without it each death or dismemberment would be a cross not easily borne.

I understood this need to cope well, and in the years following my combat experiences, I wished my
coping abilities were as effective as they were in my youth. Just how I developed my ability to cope and
those abilities of my Marines are best illustrated by an incident.
A young Marine found an explosive device alongside our route of march, as we spent another day looking for a fight. This Marine had nearly completed his tour of duty and was considered field wise. Yet for
some reason known only to the Gods, he picked this device up and brought it to me. Even now, the
memory is bizarre and surreal – perhaps why it has never left me.
The device exploded with terrific force, severing the enlisted man’s hands and shredding a good deal of
his body. It sent me into oblivion and hurtled my body onto the neighboring rice paddy. Tallying the
losses, lying in a field was their dead leader, and in front of the surviving Marines was a bleeding man.
First action, my Marines made the living as comfortable as possible. Field dressing the stumps, the
wounded Marine was able to cope with the pain as his severed nerves went numb. In my observation,
the most horrific of wounds are like that.
My passing produced another flurry of activity. As a matter of course, when death occurred, personal
effects were collected, bagged, and attached to the body for transfer to the rear. They also distributed
maps, binoculars, compasses, and the like. Lastly, they took hold of the flak jacket. It was about this
time that my lifeless body took a deep breath.
After I came to, I was as numb from shock as my Marines. My flak vest half removed, they and I were
surprised to see not one scratch on my pale chest. The concussion I experienced put me down unconscious for over two hours, during which time arrangements to medevac the enlisted casualty and the
“dead” lieutenant were made.
While my Marines were surprised by my resurrection, I was grateful. I was able to put the incident and
the loss of a young man behind me and move on.
Courage
Courage not only comes in all shapes and sizes, but at odd times and places. Recognition for that quality
in man is spotty at best, and many an act worth elevating to the public goes quietly unheralded, but
nonetheless deserving. Another truth is that the hero in these events rarely considers himself heroic. I
would like to share one of these tales with the public that never knew of the act.
My platoon and I were patrolling part of “McNamara’s Fence” around the Da Nang Enclave and occupied a permanent position flanked by units of the South Vietnamese Army. Our mission was the coordination of patrols to keep enemy units from closing on the enclave. “McNamara’s Fence” was in fact a
fence and effective patrolling required units on both sides of that fence. The gates through these fences
were actually two barbed wire obstacles separated by one hundred meters of personnel mines.
The plan that was hatched at some rear area by Headquarters was to have the Vietnamese units’ guard
these access points, shared by all patrols, on our soirees across these obstacles, and to make it easier for
these units to come and go. My Marine unit was to be the starch that kept this operation in motion. It

was not an arrangement I was comfortable with as I would have preferred my own gate. It became apparent after two or three ambushes on my Marines just outside the gates protected by the Vietnamese
units, that relying on them was just too costly in the currency of Marines.
My pleas for a separate access point were finally successful. A combat engineer detachment consisting
of a lieutenant and two enlisted Marines reported to my position to construct the portal. The lieutenant
was a classmate and a good guy. Opening holes in the fences was child’s play and was quickly accomplished; however, the tricky part was yet to come. It would be necessary to open a path through the personnel mines. My classmate had the minefield plans and like any good officer, was a cynic who doubted
that what was on paper bore any semblance of reality.
Time, weather, and an enterprising enemy made reliance on these documents a waste of time. The clearing plan was simple – push Bangalore torpedoes into the minefield, explode them, and hope that sympathetic detonation would do the rest. A Bangalore torpedo for the uninitiated is simply a pipe filled with
TNT, that can be screwed together to lengthen the device for the task at hand. A detonator at one end
would set off the entire torpedo. In a perfect world, the torpedo would be played out, and the detonator
ignited from a safe distance. Combat is anything but a perfect world.
My friend drew straws with his two enlisted Marines to determine the order in which they would push
the torpedoes into the minefield. It was in his mind simply a case of sharing the risk. The risk was that
while you were holding the torpedo, it would strike a mine, detonate, and send you into the next life. He
was second in line and the process was that each person would push two lengths of pipe into the field,
then the next person would do the same until the pipe was exploded. The entire process was repeated
until a one hundred meter path was cleared.
Not one of these Marines hesitated to step forward and take his turn. God, like the rest of us watching
this little drama must have admired the courage and rewarded it with life. My friend could have simply
ordered his Marines to do the work, but to his credit he took his turn. To the credit of his Marines, they
never hesitated as the line of pipe expanded and the odds of survival diminished. This act of bravery like
most others went unnoticed by an indifferent public, but not by those who understood the act. It may be
that in the end, this recognition is all that is necessary.
Hypnotized
Déjà vu or something like it explains a patrol through one of the innumerable villages in Vietnam.
Throughout the wanderings in one village, I was plagued by the feeling that something was wrong, and
as the patrol continued, this feeling continued to grow. There was no enemy contact, no improvised explosive devices, and no angry villagers. Still the thought that something was wrong nagged at me. It finally became so bad that I halted the patrol to collect my thoughts and take a hard look around.
It took me a few minutes before I realized what was out of place. All the chickens in the village were
dead still; no movement, no clucking, and no pecking for food. They were simply frozen in time and
space like a cardboard cutout of themselves. I kicked a few over and they became reanimated. They had
been hypnotized by the point man on the patrol, a graduate of the University of Arkansas, who rather
than assume the responsibilities of an officer, chose to do his duty in the ranks.

Like all good college students, he had taken Psychology 101 and learned that a chicken can be hypnotized if you focused its eyes on a single point or line. He shared this information with his comrades who
then tested the theory on every chicken in sight.

South Vietnam Village during 1LT Shaffer’s tour
Dessert, Anyone?
What is red, weighs twenty-five pounds, stands two and half feet tall, and two feet wide? Give up? The
answer is Jell-O or rather dessert for Marine infantry. We were fortunate one day while traversing the
division rear areas in Vietnam to stop at a mess hall for a meal. One of the primary infantry rules is eat
whenever you can, especially if it is a hot meal.
I don’t remember the main course, but I will never forget the dessert and I don’t imagine many of my
Marines will either. I was watching the chow line when the first of my men arrived at the dessert table.
Dessert was a good idea gone bad as the mess sergeant had made cherry Jell-O to top off the meal in a
thirty gallon pot. A tip of the hat is in order. How he managed to make Jell-O in scorching heat and a
thousand miles from civilization remains a mystery. While mentally debating the relative benefits to be
derived by Jell-O in the jungle, that debate subsided as other events unfolded.
The first man to reach the pot used his canteen cup to scoop out his dessert. He was unable to break the
dynamic tension of the Jell-O and came up empty. A subsequent examination of the Jell-O indicated that
it had gelled beyond the edible state – except for an infantry unit. My Marines in addition to wanting this
treat, were determined to defeat the monster it had become and they became more aggressive in their approach to get a serving. This aggression resulted in the pot falling from the table and landing on its side
in the dirt. This fall freed the Jell-O from its confinement with a sound not unlike that made by a bathroom plunger. This sound was a good accompaniment for its fall from grace and it wiggled like a hula
dancer for several minutes as it stabilized itself on the ground.
There is nothing to compare with the sight of a two-by-two, twenty-five pound mound of red Jell-O
shimmering on the ground, unless it is the picture of a Marine attacking it with a bayonet and cutting
him a slice of dessert. In the infantry, there is always room for Jell-O?

Pallets of C-Rations, standard field rations of the Vietnam era
Toast
Marines and marriage make odd bedfellows. Marines are always at a loss to picture a comrade in arms
as wedded. It just doesn’t fit the mental picture we hold of each other or ourselves. That doesn’t make us
bad family men nor I suppose good ones either, but we are always surprised to learn when one of our
numbers has a softer side. While marriage and Marines seem a bad fit, Marines and weddings are an excellent partnership. After all, a wedding in its simplest form is a ceremony, and no one does a ceremony
better than the Marines.
Almost anyone can name two or three traditions associated with a military wedding. There is the sword
arch, first kiss as a Marine and bride, and cutting the cake with your sword. All of this conducted while
resplendent in dress blues – perhaps the best of the nation’s military dress uniforms. My own wedding
invoked these traditions, and I participated in many more, but without a doubt, the best Marine wedding
I ever attended, saw, or heard was Capt. James Zumwalt’s. At the time of his wedding, his father Admiral Zumwalt was the Chief of Naval Operations. Jim was to marry a wonderful Italian girl, the pride and
joy of one of the richest lawyers in Washington, DC. He hosted the wedding reception at the Congressional Country Club, a place that up to that point any of us in the sword arch would only be given access
if we were carrying a rake. The invitation list read like a who’s who of government: Secretary of State,
former commandant of the Marine Corps, etc.
The mother of the bride was quite happy to host military personnel in the flag and general officer ranks,
but was a little less enthusiastic about the more junior officers Jim had invited to be his sword arch. His
bride, while not an advocate, was staunchly in favor of our attendance – to perform the sword arch.
Something like the necessity of having musicians around for live band music. We could be in the room
but had to sing for our supper.
It was a wedding and reception to remember, but it became the thing of legend when the traditional
toasts to bride and groom were made. Little is remembered about the father’s toast to the bride or the
best man’s toast to the groom, but every word is remembered of the groom’s toast to his new bride: “A
toast to two things I love most in life. My wife Lisa, and the U.S. Marine Corps, not necessarily in that
order!”

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter President
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:
Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net or 910-616-9614 or
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster
On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events plus and
updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs. If you need help
logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910-791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net.
SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator

Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.

Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings.
We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do
not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We want to keep
you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the
15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.
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