August 2021 Brief Chapter Updates
August 2021 Notes from President Jim Carper – senclandchapter@gmail.com
I hope you are all having a wonderful summer and getting in lots of time with family and friends
and delayed trips and vacations. It was great to see and socialize with many of our members and
guests at the Hanover Seaside club on 17 July. I wish you could have all joined us.
Welcome to our newest members who have joined the past month: CDR Jim and LCDR Kathy
Gray. I look forward to meeting you.
Happy 231st Birthday to our US Coast Guard. Thanks to your great service to our Nation.
Happy Birthday to all August Babies; may you have many more Happy and Healthy years ahead.
Happy birthday to our oldest chapter member – Anna Stinson who turned 102 on July 15,
2021
Mark your Calendars for:
* 14 Sep Luncheon at the Blue Water Grill which will include a visit and presentation by
MOAA.
* 18 Sep - Memorial Service for LT Charles Lewis a dear Brother and Friend (see under
Wellness).
* 6 Nov for the 2021 Veterans Day Parade in Wilmington. We are registered to participate and
will ride and march with Sandi Adams antique Ford again carrying the Flags and our Banner.
I NEED YOUR HELP: Dave Gould who has served our Chapter well as Treasurer will be
completing his tour as Treasurer at the end of this year. I am looking for a Chapter member or
spouse who is familiar with bookkeeping and would be willing to assume Treasurer’s
responsibilities for the next Board term, to work with Dave over the next 5 months and prepare
to take over from him in January. Your Chapter needs you, so if you willing to get involved,
please give me a call at 910-262-7101.
Reminder: Editor Needs 9/11 Member Stories for the September 2021 Edition
As mentioned earlier, this coming September will be the 20th anniversary of the 9/11/01 attack
on our country. For our September, 2021 member profile section, we are planning to publish a
compilation of member stories on what you were doing that tragic day. I have already heard two
very interesting member stories which will be included: one was a commercial airline pilot flying
that day and another who was working in the Pentagon. Almost 20 years later, I recall vividly my
personal events of that day although it was not particularly exciting or interesting. If you have an
interesting story, I would really love to include yours. Feel free to write down your thoughts and
forward to me prior to Thursday 8/26/2021. You can email to me at: turnerja@ec.rr.com.
Thanks in advance!

Wellness – Leon Rooks, Wellness Coordinator
Charles Lewis Memorial notification: there will be a memorial service for our long time
member and former chaplain - Lt. Charles Lewis on Sept. 18, 2021, at Carolina Beach
Presbyterian Church (1209 N. Lake Park Blvd.) at 2:00 pm. Light refreshments will follow
in the fellowship Hall. Charles passed away August 5, 2020.
Membership – Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
-

CDR Jim and LCDR Kathy Gray, USNR. Jim and Kathy live in Wilmington.

Please let Al Schroetel know of any significant life event or relocations of our members. Just
send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910-352-4378.
Programs – Jim Jackson, Program Chair
Welcome back to our first regular meeting since March, 2020 at the Bluewater on Sep 14 (2nd
Tues to avoid Labor Day weekend). The Sep 14th Program will feature CAPT Erin Stone, JAG,
USN (ret), Senior Director, Council & Chapters, MOAA National Headquarters.
Legislative - Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Requesting Your Help!
• The MOAA NC Council of Chapters is asking all MOAA members to participate in a grassroots effort to support House Bill 83 - Eliminate Income Tax for Military Retirees. This
Bill passed in the House 100 – 5 and is now being reviewed in the Senate Rules and
Operations Committee. We would like to have you contact your NC Senator with a
message of support for this Bill. If you would like to participate, we have tried to make it
easy. Download or print the below attachment to this Newsletter and follow the instructions
to send a pre-prepared email or written letter to your Senator. Thanks for your support!
In Washington
• The 2022 National Defense Authorization (NDAA) and Appropriations Acts are in work
in the appropriate committees in both Houses. The Senate Armed Services Committee is
expected to report out its version of the NDAA to the full Senate by the end of July. Current
versions of the NDAA in both houses contain provisions that support MOAA’s priorities
(Toxic Exposure, Young Adult TRICARE coverage, Basic Needs Allowance) and a 2.7%
pay raise for Active-Duty forces.
• The Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 1282/S.344), legislation that would finally allow
concurrent receipt of VA Disability payments and Military Retired Pay for personnel
medically retired prior to 20 years of service, is progressing in both Houses.

•

You can make your thoughts on these, and other issues, known to your elected officials
using the simple tools and messages available on the MOAA Web site at
https://takeaction.moaa.org.

In North Carolina
• H83 - Eliminate Income Tax for Military Retirees – needs your support. See above.
• H297 - DMV Active-Duty Military Exemptions was signed into law by Gov. Cooper on
22 July.
• H791 - Licensed Counselors Interstate Compact – passed in the House 82 – 0 on 26 July.
It will now be taken up in the Senate.
Covid-19 Update
After many months of declining cases and deaths, Covid-19 is making a comeback – especially
the Delta variant. Most restrictions have been lifted for vaccinated people, but vaccination rates
remain low, especially in people under 40. CDC on 7/27/21 has recommended even vaccinated
people wear masks in certain indoor settings. Refer to https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019ncov/index.html for more details.
Chapter Members: As mentioned above, the message below has been prepared to assist you in
contacting your NC State Senators to ask for support of HB 83 - Eliminate Income Tax for
Military Retirees. This is provided in Word format so that you can fill in your Senator’s name
and your contact information. It can then be copied and pasted into an email.
You could also add additional personal information, if desired. But the goal is to retain the basic
message for consistency and to keep this message short to encourage our Senators and their
staffs to read it. You could also provide this message to other members of your Chapter who
wish to participate.
Thank you for your help in getting this message out to every NC Senator! For your convenience,
contact information for your NC Senator is listed below or can be found at this link:
SENCLAND: Legislative Information
Raleigh – NC General Assembly – Senators
Sen Danny Britt (R-13th) representing Columbus, Robeson
300 N. Salisbury St. Rm. 525
Raleigh, NC 27603
Danny.Britt@ncleg.gov 919-733-5651
Sen Brent Jackson (R-10th) representing Duplin, Johnston, Sampson
16 West Jones St. Rm. 2022
Raleigh, NC 27601
brent.Jackson@ncleg.gov 919-733-5705

Sen Michael Lazzara (R-6th) representing Jones, Onslow
16 West Jones St. Rm. 2115

Raleigh, NC 27601
michael.Lazzara@ncleg.gov 919-715-3034
Sen Michael Lee (R-9th) representing New Hanover
300 N. Salisbury St. Rm. 523
Raleigh, NC 27603
Michael.Lee@ncleg.gov 919-715-2525
Sen Bill Rabon (R-8th) representing Bladen, Brunswick, New Hanover,
Pender
16 West Jones St. Rm. 2010
Raleigh, NC 27601
Bill.Rabon@ncleg.gov 919-733-5963
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Dear Senator _______________,
I am a member of the SENCLAND Chapter of the Military Officers’ Association of America
(MOAA) which serves MOAA members who live in your district, plus their family members and
survivors. I am also a constituent who lives in your District.
I am writing today to ask for your support for HB 83 - Eliminate Income Tax for Military
Retirees. As you know, this Bill, if passed, would permit more recent Military Retirees (those not
covered under the Bailey-Patton rulings) to deduct their Military Retired Pay from NC Income
Tax. Passage of this legislation would encourage retiring Service Members to stay in, or relocate
to, North Carolina, where their contributions to the state economy would be far greater than the
revenue lost from this deduction. MOAA and other Veterans organizations have been supporting
legislation of this type for many years and are encouraged by the broad support for HB 83 in the
House and its progress through the system.
HB 83 passed in the House by a vote of 100 – 5, which shows that it has strong support in the
General Assembly. This Bill is now being reviewed in the Committee on Rules, Calendar, and
Operations of the Senate. I would like to ask you to work with your colleagues in the Senate to
bring HB 83 out of Committee and to a vote by the full Senate. Passage of this bill would be an
excellent step toward making NC a more military friendly state. Thank you for your
consideration of this request and for your continuing support of NC military personnel, veterans
and their families.
Sincerely,
Name:
Contact Information:

