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September 2021 Message from President Jim Carper –
senclandchapter@gmail.com
As we entered the summer of 2021, we were given a hope for our lives to begin to return to a more normal
level. We celebrated our 2021 JROTC Scholarship Recipients at our first in-person event at the (again)
Annual Pig Pickin’ at Long Leaf Park with over 130 attending. We socialized with 75+ old and new
Chapter friends at the Hanover Seaside Club at Wrightsville Beach in July. And many of us thankfully
were able to see and hug our kids and grandkids for the first time in a long while or execute travel plans
long postponed. Despite the heat and humidity of summer, it was wonderful and I hope that each of you
were refreshed by it.
The Current situation in Afghanistan is disturbing and of concern to us all. I will not dwell on the what,
why, who of it but know we are all concerned and pray for the safety of those Americans, Allies, NGOs,
and Afghans still trying to evacuate and the troops trying to support the evacuation. Our hearts ache for
the sacrifices of the Gold Star Families who lost love ones and appreciation for the service of all our fine
men and women who serve there. We grieve especially for the thirteen service members and hundreds of
Afghan citizens whose lives were tragically lost on August 26. On Sep 11th, we will remember the Tragedy
of 9/11, the immediate impact that it had on so many American Families and the Nation, and the men and
women of this Nation who have served so valiantly for the past 20 years to keep us secure. Our prayers
go out to the people of Afghanistan; may they be spared the horrors anticipated under the Taliban.
A Special Note: On Monday (8/23/21) morning, I saw the news about Veterans from around our Nation
and the World working a “Digital Dunkirk” form their homes, tapping into their experience, and technical
knowledge to assist Americans and Afghans they served with through the gauntlet in Kabul to safely. Made
my heart swell with pride that they are so committed to making sure that no one American or Ally is left
behind. We as a Nation are blessed to have men and women such as these.
On Aug 16, I sent out an email recommending to members a Brookings Institute program “How veterans can protect American Democracy”. It was pointed out to me by another member that may not have
been IAW MOAA’s and SENCLAND Chapter roots of remaining non-partisan. The error was mine and
I apologize if I gave the impression the Chapter was pushing a specific agenda.
Chapter News:
Our thoughts and prayers are with Brenda Husemann and all the Husemann Family on the passing of
Col. Richard “Dick” Husemann, USAF (ret), on Aug 5th.

Just learned that Joe Galloway, a war correspondent whose
wrenching account of the first major battle of the Vietnam
War was the basis for the book “We Were Soldiers Once …
and Young,” which became a best seller and the basis of a
hit movie, died on Wednesday in Concord, N.C. He was 79.
On Sept 18th, members are invited to join Helga Lewis and Family for a Memorial for LT Charles Lewis,
our dear Brother and Friend (see Wellness).
Welcome to new Chapter members: Maj Gen Sean Murphy. USAF (Ret), and his wife Karen, who live
in Porters Neck and CAPT Guy Simmons, Jr, USN (Ret) and his wife Susanne, who live in Wilmington.
We look forward to meeting all in person in the near future. (See Membership)
We are sad to lose a longtime Chapter member and strong program supporter, CDR Dana Peckworth,
USN(Ret), who will be moving to be closer to Family. Dana, we wish you all the best and thank you for
your 20 years+ as a member of SENCLAND.
As August passes into September, we hope that each of you has a safe and enjoyable Labor Day weekend.
We have laid out a Fall schedule of interesting programs which will bring us back together for the Blue
Water Grill Luncheons the first Tuesday of each month. Changing situations may, however, necessitate
some adjustments due to Covid restrictions in place at the time. Rest assured we will closely monitor the
situation and keep you advised as adjustments are made. I hope we will be able to maintain our program
schedules and that you will come and enjoy the fellowship and bring your spouse or a friend. Please note
adjustments to our 14 Sep Luncheon and program at the Blue Water Grill (see Programs).
A Happy 74th Birthday (18 Sept) to Our United States Air Force and all its men and women who have and
are serving our Nation so well. A big Happy Birthday to our September Babies and may you each have
many Happy, Healthy years ahead!
Our Chapter just received word that it has been awarded a 5-Star Level of Excellence Award by MOAA
for its 2020 contributions to grassroots advocacy, impactful community service, and membership
growth; and “well-done” on achieving success despite a particularly challenging year. This is the 3 rd
year in a row the Chapter has received the recognition and it is due to the efforts of our Board and the
commitment of our membership to continue to serve our Communities. Well done SENCLAND Chapter!
Chapter Fall Goals:
The NC Council of Chapters (MOAA) and the NC Veterans Coalition has been working with NC House
and Senate members to support the Elimination of NC Income Tax for Military Retirees. House Bill 83
passed with tremendous support 105-5. While the Senate did not take up House Bill 83 as a separate Bill
they did include the wording from the bill in Senate Bill 105. Senate Bill 105 passed the Senate 72-4 and
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is currently being worked for a budget compromise which would that keeps the Military Pension Tax
Exemption in place. See Legislation for status and what you can do to help ensure passage.
MOAA is continuing to push many issues in Congress to ensure the Military remains strong and capable,
to support the military families who serve, and protect the benefits promised to Veterans and their families.
Please sign up for MOAA’s Weekly Newsletter and “Take Action” to support these efforts. (See Legislation)
During the fall, SENCLAND Chapter will be working with UNCW, CFCC, & BCC to select Veteran
Students who will receive our Veteran Educational Assistance Grants to enable them to complete their
degrees. These are funded thru our member’s generous donations and a $5000 Community Grant received
from MOAA. Total Grants to be presented will be $11,000 this year.
Reporting more good news, the Chapter received a $2500 Grant from MOAA to provide financial assistance to serving military, honorably discharged Veterans, and Veteran Caregivers who have been financially impacted by the Pandemic. Leon Rooks and his Covid Relief Committee will be defining criteria of
need and will be selecting recipients for those funds in the near future.
Couple of long overdue recognition items that I’m pleased to report on. The U.S. Army’s storied 369th
Infantry, also known as the Harlem Hellfighters, who served on the Front Lines for 191 days during
World War I (the longest of any unit, according to historians), will receive Congress' highest award, the
Congressional Gold Medal. On Aug. 10, the Senate passed legislation to award the medal to the Hellfighters, the third Gold Medal to go to an African American unit, after the Tuskegee Airmen in 2007 and
the Montford Point, North Carolina, Marines in 2011. The complete story can be read at:
https://www.military.com/daily-news/2021/08/24/storied-harlem-hellfighter-regiment-receive-congressional-gold-medal.html.
The other overdue recognition item is that the U.S. Navy has announced that the fourth of the new Ford
class Aircraft Carriers will be named the USS Doris Miller in honor of Mess Attendant Doris "Dorie"
Miller. Mess Attendant Miller serving aboard the USS West Virginia (BB-48), saved the lives of his
shipmates and then valiantly fought attacking Japanese forces during the Dec. 7, 1941 attack on Pearl
Harbor. For his bravery he was awarded the Navy Cross—the first African American to receive this
honor. USS Doris Miller (CVN 81) will be the first aircraft carrier named for an enlisted Sailor and the
first named for an African American. The complete story can be read at: https://www.navy.mil/Resources/Blogs/Detail/Article/2268220/uss-doris-miller-cvn-81-naming-ceremony/
And finally, SENCLAND Chapter has reserved a spot to ride/march in the New Hanover County’s Veterans Day Parade on 6 November at 1100 in Historic Downtown Wilmington. Please plan on joining us
along with Sandi Adams Antique Ford long-bed truck to show our Colors and Veteran Pride. (Details
TBD)
Have a great rest of the summer and fall, stay away from the Hurricanes, and join us for our monthly
programs of good food, good speakers, and good friends.
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Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
The 14 September meeting will be at the beautiful Blue Water Grill on Wrightsville Beach beginning at
1130 hours. Our luncheon is priced at $20 including the entrée of your choice, soft beverages, coffee, tea
and cookies for dessert. Cocktails, wine and beer are available for purchase. Payment and entrée selection
is made at check-in using cash, check or credit card. For those not wishing to attend in person, we are
attempting to make arrangements for our members to view this program via Zoom. Once the technical
issues have been assessed and feasibility determined that this can be done, an email will be sent with
instructions and a link to join.
Entrée Choices
-

Greek Salad with Chicken + tomato wedges, Kalamata olives, Greek vinaigrette dressing
Beer Battered Cod Sandwich on toasted brioche bun with coleslaw and fries
Steak Sandwich w/Swiss cheese, pepperoncini aioli, French bread, fries
Grilled Chicken Club- grilled chicken breast, bacon, lettuce, tomato, brioche bun

CDR Jim Gray, USNR (ret)
The speaker for our 14 September meeting at the Blue Water will be Jim Gray, Foreign Service Officer
(FSO) Counselor General, who graciously accepted an invitation to speak on the subject of immigration,
visas, refuges, Special Immigration Visas (SIV) and general comments about the crisis with Afghanistan. He is a retired U.S. Navy Commander Aviator and served as a FSO with the State Department in
numerous embassies around the world for more than 20 years. He and his wife Kathy recently joined
SENCLand Chapter. Kathy is a former Naval Officer with a background in Public Affairs. Both have
very interesting service insights.

For those planning to attend in-person, please RSVP NLT Friday, 10 September, to JoAnn Doleman
via email: jdoleman522@gmail.com, or 910-540-8459.
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Photos from our 5 June Pig Pickin’ and Scholarship Presentation. Please see details under Lee
Hanna’s JROTC Leadership Awards Support section.

Photos from our 17 August Social at the Hanover Seaside Club. Thanks to all who came out and
made this a special occasion a rousing success!
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Upcoming Programs 2021
05 Oct
02 Nov

06 Nov
07 Dec

Paws4Veterans – Organization that trains Service Dogs for Veterans including a
demonstration by Veterans utilizing the service dogs - Blue Water Grill
Dr. Chris Fonveille: Local Historian, Author, and UNCW History Professor Emeritus –
Dr. Fonveille will make a presentation on life in Southeastern North Carolina during the
Civil War - Blue Water Grill
Annual Veterans Day Parade
Harmony Belles: Acapella performance by singers and dancers (Holiday Music)
Blue Water Grill

Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Ken Klassen, Webmaster
Don’t forget to check out the new look to the Chapter website: www.sencland.org!
SENCLAND’s website www.sencland.org has new information each month for your use.
There are important posts each month on the Home page with drop downs from the red box.
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Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
Sean Murphy, Maj. General, USAF (Ret.). Sean and Karen live in Wilmington
Guy Simmons, Captain, USN (Ret.). Guy and Susanne live in Wilmington
We bid “Farewell” Commander Dana Peckworth who is moving to Lebanon Pennsylvania to live closer
to family. Dana has been a Chapter member for over 20 years and has been one of our strongest supporters of the Chapter’s Junior ROTC Scholarship Program.
Taps
We are deeply saddened to report the passing of long time Chapter member Richard “Dick” Husemann,
Colonel, USAF (ret) on 05 August and send our sympathy to his wife Brenda. Dick and Brenda have
been faithful members of SENCLAND for many years.
Dick’s Obituary can be seen by clicking on the link below.
https://everloved.com/life-of/richard-husemann/obituary/
Please let Al Schroetel know of any significant life event or relocations of our members. Just send an email to downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910-352-4378.

Chapter Community Programs
JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
We would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this year. Please
considering a donation to these worthwhile projects now. We are always accepting applications for outreach support. Thank you again to all our generous contributors.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
The SENCLand MOAA (Military Officers Association of America) Chapter held its annual JROTC
Scholarship presentations at Long Leaf Park on Friday, June 4, 2021. Eight graduating seniors were
presented scholarships valued at $900 each. Students receiving scholarships were Austin Rheuby (South
Brunswick HS), Jalen Faulk (Whiteville HS), Nicole Waterbury (West Brunswick HS), Mary von
Kolnitz (John T Hoggard HS), Ashton Warren (John T Hoggard HS), Trinity George (Whiteville HS),
Andrew Powers (North Brunswick HS), and Alexandra Rupkalvis (South Brunswick HS). Seven students are enrolled in their respective JROTC programs and Alexandra is a military dependent. Austin
Rheuby plans to attend VMI and major in physics. He will also shoot on the college rifle team. Jalen
Faulk will attend NC A&T and major in criminal justice. Nicole Waterbury will attend Barton College
with an undeclared major. She will also be playing on the lacrosse team and plans to take Air Force
ROTC. Mary von Kolnitz will attend two years at Cape Fear Community College and then go to North
Carolina State University to major in Agriculture. Ashton Warren will attend East Carolina University
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and major in engineering. He plans to take Army ROTC also. Trinity George will attend North Carolina Central and major in psychology. Andrew Powers will attend East Carolina University with an undeclared major. Alexandra Rupkalvis will attend UNC-Chapel Hill and major in nursing.
This is the 20th year that the SENCLand MOAA Chapter has presented scholarships to graduating seniors. Eighty-nine students have received scholarships totaling $110,700 during this time.

2021 SENCLAND MOAA Scholarship recipients.
Shown left to right are (front row): BG (Ret) James Carper, USA, Chapter President; Jalen Faulk (Whiteville HS); Mary von Kolnitz (JT Hoggard HS); Trinity George (Whiteville HS); and Alexandra Rupkalvis
(South Brunswick HS). Shown left to right in back row are: Austin Rheuby (South Brunswick HS; Nicole
Waterbury (West Brunswick HS); Ashton Warren (JT Hoggard HS); LTC (Ret) Lee Hanna, USA, Scholarship Chair; and Andrew Powers (North Brunswick HS).

Important ID Card Renewal Info – Ken Klassen, SENCLAND.org Webmaster
Appointments are required to have your ID card issued. Nearest Card Issuing Bases are MCAS New
River and Camp Lejeune. All other locations in the Wilmington area are not issuing ID cards at
this time. A retired military ID card is issued to military retirees and eligible family members. Eligible
family members must renew their ID card periodically, usually every four years. For more information
and scheduling, please click on the link below. From the link below you can access the RAPIDS scheduling process and follow the prompts until you locate the MCAS New River or Camp Lejeune locations.
The new and improved government ID cards are now available at both locations in SE NC. If you are
over 65, the new cards are valid indefinitely.
https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/pay-and-benefits/military-benefits/id-cards/
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Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator
Please let Sandi know if there are any questions or anything she can do for you or your
spouse at any time. She can be reached at:
Email: earlsandi@gmail.com Phone: 910-443-0470

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation Information – Submitted by Dave Gould, Treasurer
2021 DUES COLLECTION
The 2021 dues campaign is complete.
Donations
Please consider donating to the Chapter's Outreach, Junior ROTC, and Veteran Scholarship Programs.
There are two ways to make dues and donation payments:
On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word Membership in the menu on
the left side of the home page.
On that new page, scroll down and select the Donate link. Continue by completing the PayPal form.
If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Dave Gould, at
callsigngrump@gmail.com or 910- 319-7021.
Or: Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
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SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015
Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: _____________________________________ Address: __________________________
________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________
Telephone number _________________

Donation $__________

Please indicate where there are changes such as phone number or a new address.

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
From Your Wellness Committee...
Hope this newsletter finds all enjoying the last days of summer. Just 3 months ago we met at the annual
summer picnic, which was enjoyed by all. We were all excited, that maybe, just maybe Covid was behind us. I am afraid and disappointed that may not be the case. A Delta version has revealed itself and
again we must take actions to protect ourselves. Masks are again being mandated and restrictions will
be encountered. So disappointing! Good news from the FDA as approval of the Pfizer vaccine was announced 8/23/21. This announcement is great news. I ask that we all do what we have to do to protect
ourselves, families and friends from this terrible disease.
Reminder regarding hospice: Inform Lower Cape Fear (LCF) LifeCare (formerly Lower Cape Fear Hospice) if a MOAA family member is admitted to Hospice home care or the LCF facility so they can be
properly recognized via their Veteran’s Recognition Ceremony.
Charles Lewis Memorial notification: there will be a memorial service for our long time member and
former chaplain - Lt. Charles Lewis on Sept. 18, 2021, at Carolina Beach Presbyterian Church (1209 N.
Lake Park Blvd.) at 2:00 pm. Light refreshments will follow in the fellowship Hall. Charles passed
away August 5, 2020.
Please let me or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations so we can
send a card or maybe a call. We care about our members.
Leon Rooks
Wellness Committee
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.
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Legislative Affairs September 2021 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Update
Just a couple of months ago, I thought I was going to be able to stop writing this section. But after many
months of declining cases and deaths, Covid-19 has made a comeback – especially the highly contagious
Delta variant. New Covid cases and hospitalizations are now near previous pandemic highs and still rising.
Most new infections are among unvaccinated younger adults and children. Vaccinations remain strong
protection against serious illness and death, but vaccinated people can still become infected. Recent data
suggest that the strength of the vaccines declines over time, so booster shots will become available 8
months after initial full vaccination. New Hanover County has imposed an indoor mask requirement effective 20 August 2021. Masks are required for everyone over the age of two, regardless of vaccination
status, in all indoor places open to the public. This includes all government buildings, medical facilities,
schools, indoor sports and entertainment venues, restaurants, bars and retail establishments. The County
order also encourages social distancing, indoors and outside. Raleigh has implemented a similar mask
mandate. So far, there are no new state-wide restrictions in place. But this is a fluid situation, so please
keep up with the news about Covid and stay safe.
In Washington
Congress is currently in recess. Both Houses are scheduled to return to full sessions in Washington by 13
September. Most Senators and Representatives are working in their home districts, although a few have
stayed in Washington.
The 2022 National Defense Authorization (NDAA) and Appropriations Acts are in work in the appropriate
committees in both Houses. Both the Senate and House Armed Services Committees have completed their
versions of the NDAA. These will be considered by the full Senate and House in September after the
recess. Current versions of the NDAA in both houses contain provisions that support MOAA’s priority
for a Basic Needs Allowance and a 2.7% pay raise for Active-Duty forces. MOAA’s other two priorities
- Toxic Exposure and Young Adult TRICARE coverage are being addressed in separate legislation. The
Veteran’s Administration has acted on Toxic Exposure ahead of expected legislation. The VA added
asthma, rhinitis, and sinusitis to its list of presumptive illnesses related to burn pit exposure and is now
processing claims for these conditions.
The Major Richard Star Act (H.R. 1282/S.344), legislation that would finally allow concurrent receipt of
VA Disability payments and Military Retired Pay for personnel medically retired prior to 20 years of
service, is progressing in both Houses. There is strong support in both Houses for this legislation and for
expanded Young Adult TRICARE coverage. However, both provisions are subject to the Congressional
rule requiring identification of a funding source before they can be enacted. So, we are likely to see some
delay in these measures being passed.
There is some good news regarding the Cost of Living Index, which is currently nearing 6%. If it remains
at that level until the end of the year, it will trigger a 6% COLA increase for both Military Retired Pay
and Social Security retirement benefits. That would be the largest increase in nearly 20 years and would
certainly be welcome. Of course, a COLA adjustment also drives increases in TRICARE and MEDICARE
fees, so it’s not 100% good news!
In North Carolina
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The NC General Assembly has nearly completed the Long Session for the 2021 – 22 Legislative Session. Only 4 of the 38 bills introduced that are of interest to Military/Veterans/Retirees have been signed
into law. But these include three that are aligned with NC Council of Chapters Legislative Goals for this
Session: Interstate Compact for Occupational Therapy; In-state tuition continuity for military dependents; and DMV protections for deployed Service members. These laws will contribute to our overarching goal of making NC a MOAA Top 10 Military Friendly State. Also of interest, a measure to implement a deduction from NC Income Tax for Military Retired Pay, is making excellent progress. This
measure was introduced as House Bill 83, which passed in the House 100 – 5. The Senate then incorporated the language from HB 83 into Senate Bill 105 – the 2021 Appropriations Act. SB 105 has passed
both Houses and is now in Conference Committee to resolve remaining issues. Thanks to all who joined
the advocacy efforts in support of this legislation.

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404.
CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) RESOURCES AND UPDATES
Unfortunately, COVID-19 is still with. If you believe you may be suffering from the virus and you
are:
 A TRICARE beneficiary: Call the Military Health System Nurse Advice Line at 1-800-TRICARE
(874-2273), option 1, to receive guidance. You can also connect with a nurse via web or video
chat at www.mhsnurseadviceline.com.
 A VA beneficiary: Contact your local VA facility prior to visiting. You can also send a secure
message via the MyHealtheVet portal to receive guidance. Learn more about virtual care options here. UPDATE: As of March 19, Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA) Regional Offices no longer will offer in-person services, including scheduled appointments.
 Outside the VA and TRICARE networks: Call your health provider.
Coronavirus Resources
 Coronavirus.gov
 Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Coronavirus Website
 CDC Advice for Higher-Risk Individuals
 VA Coronavirus Website
Here is a link to TRICARE COVID-19 resources: TRICARE Coronavirus Information
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Upcoming Items of Interest
MOAA SENCLand Nametags Once Again Available!
Good news!
The Chapter is once again offering the opportunity for members and their spouses to purchase engraved
plastic nametags. The cost of the nametags are $15 per nametag and they will be the same style and size
as in the past (with a magnetic clasp).
We will order Quarterly or when we have at least 10 paid orders.
There are two ways to order:
 ON-LINE:
o Step #1: Click on the following link: https://sencland.org/journal/?id=1629041234
This will take you to a window where you can pay for your nametag or nametags. (If that
link does not work, go to the SENCLAND Website (https://sencland.org) and click on the
words “News & Events” on the home page)
o



Step #2: Send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net including the information you want
on the nametag (name, including nick name if you prefer, Branch of military service,
rank and current duty status (Retired, former, active duty). Nametags for spouses only
require the spouse’s name and / or nickname if desired. Use the form below as a guide.

US Postal Service MAIL:
o Step #1: Complete the information on the form below and mail it with a check made out
to SENCLAND MOAA ($15.00 per ordered nametag) to:

(Continued next Page)
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SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA
PO Box 10015
Wilmington NC 28404

(Example of completed nametag)

SENCLAND NAME TAG
NAME/RANK/SERVICE BRANCH/STATUS
1
FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________
RANK ________________
SERVICE BRANCH ______________________
STATUS _______________
Active Duty, Reserve or Guard, Retired, Former Officer (not retired)

2
(Form for a
spouse’s
nametag)

FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________

If you ordered a nametag in the past and have not picked it up at a luncheon or Chapter event, we will
also have those available at future luncheons / events.
If you have any questions, please contact me at downeast@bellsouth.net or call me at 910-352-4378
Al Schroetel
Membership Chair
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MCAS Cherry Point Airshow 9/25/21 – 9/26/21
The US Navy’s “Blue Angels” and other performances and displays will be at Cherry Point
MCAS on Saturday, September 25th and Sunday the 26th 2021.
Lots of information about those two shows and an opportunity to purchase tickets and seats can
be found at: http://cherrypointairshow.com/
Honor Flight Now Scheduled for 4/30/2022!
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area is scheduled for April 30, 2022. Hopefully, by now, you are
aware that the Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area is sponsoring a flight to Washington, DC. There is a
major sendoff from ILM Airport at the crack of dawn and a huge welcoming when they come back
home that same night.
We are looking for a group from Sencland MOAA who would like to represent our organization and
participate in this venture. As the Veteran coordinator, I would like us to do the morning flight when
everyone is excited, fresh, and enthusiastic. As the event gets closer, I will be looking for volunteers for
this once-in-a-lifetime opportunity.
On another note, I hope YOU consider taking the flight as a Veteran who has proudly served our country. If you are a World War II, Korea, or Vietnam Veteran, you are entitled to participate in the Honor
Flight. This is the website that includes all the information and the Veteran application. https://www.honorflightcfa.org/ Please, honor yourselves for your selfless service to our great
country. Let me know if I can answer any questions (chrissysanford@gmail.com).

'The Father of Naval Special Warfare' Almost Changed the History of the Vietnam
War

Phil H. Bucklew, "the Father of Naval Special Warfare," earned two Navy crosses and served in three
major conflicts. (U.S. Navy)
This article originally appeared on Military.com | By Blake Stilwell
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Phil H. Bucklew was a World War II veteran with a few good years left by the time the United States
got involved in Vietnam. The frogman already had a storied military career, but America’s latest conflict
showed there was still more for him to do.
Bucklew saw exactly how the North Vietnamese were infiltrating South Vietnam, because that’s exactly
how he, a longtime irregular warrior, would have done it. The Navy disregarded his assessment, and it
might have changed the war forever.
As a young man, Bucklew first joined the Naval Reserve in 1930 while playing football in what one day
would become the NFL. But his life took a total turn for the military after the Japanese attack on Pearl
Harbor brought the United States into World War II. As a new naval officer, he would learn not only to
work in the burgeoning field of special warfare, but he also would shape its entire future.
The Navy Scouts and Raiders were one of the precursors to the Navy SEALs the U.S. employs around
the world today. During World War II, the concept of special warfare was far from refined, but the job
of these combat swimmers was simple enough on most occasions: scout the beach for its defenses and
return with the information.
That was the kind of work Bucklew and other frogmen did before planned amphibious landings throughout the war. Bucklew served with the Scouts and Raiders during Operation Torch, the American invasion of North Africa, as well as at Sicily, Salerno and Normandy.
Bucklew actually landed on Omaha Beach many times before the actual D-Day invasions, taking samples of sand, getting information on the metal obstacles and booby traps that awaited Allied tanks so
they could clear the way for landing craft.
When D-Day came, Bucklew led a series of landing craft carrying tanks onto the beaches at Normandy.
Having been briefed on the overall invasion plans, he was not allowed to land himself, for fear of being
captured.
After his tanks were on the beach, he helped save drowning infantrymen trying to wade ashore, using his
boat and rendering similar assistance all along the beaches. A trip to China to gather information and
train the Chinese Nationalists there rounded out Bucklew’s World War II missions, but not his military
career.
By the early 1960s, Vietnam was becoming the next Cold War flashpoint, and Bucklew’s skills were
sorely needed. The Viet Cong, communist guerrillas operating openly in South Vietnam, were moving
men and supplies south around the Vietnamese demilitarized zone just by moving them through Cambodia in local fishing boats along the Mekong River.
The U.S. Navy’s efforts to stem the flow of these supplies only caused the communists to increase the
flow. It launched Market Time, a Navy, U.S. Coast Guard and South Vietnamese monitoring and interdiction operation that searched coastal vessels and captured tons of materials headed to communist units
in South Vietnam. The U.S. Navy also launched Operation Game Warden, a similar operation used to
patrol the Mekong River and its delta.
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Bucklew argued that these patrol operations were not sufficient, and more concrete, thorough steps were
necessary to control communist supply routes. He argued for things such as checkpoints, barricades and
curfews to control traffic. The Navy disregarded his recommendations.

A member of US Navy SEAL team uses caution as he watches for any movement in the thick wooded
area along a stream in October 1968. (National Archives & Records Administration)
The seaborne infiltrations by communist forces went on for years. Despite the U.S. Navy’s patrols successfully intercepting communist supply runs for eight years, the North still stockpiled what it needed to
launch the 1968 Tet Offensive. The surprise attack turned American public opinion against the war for
the first time.
Had the United States prevented the Tet Offensive by choking its shallow water supply points, the entire
history of the war might have been different from 1968 onward.
But Bucklew was long gone before 1968, having been reassigned to the Pentagon before retiring from
the military altogether in 1969. He is remembered as the “Father of Naval Special Warfare,” and the
Coronado, California Naval Special Warfare Center is named for him, so Phil Bucklew is the first name
SEAL recruits learn when they head off to BUD/S or SWCC training.

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items
NC Army National Guard Annual C4E Bicycle Ride- 1-3 October 2021
C4E – Cycle of Exercise, Exploration, Esprit de corps, and Education
Ride Description:
The NC Army National Guard annual C4E ride (previously the Guard2Beach ride) is a multi-day event
that starts at Joint Force Headquarters in Raleigh and ends at the Fort Fisher Training Center in Kure
Beach.

C4E is the ride sponsor and the purpose of this ride is spelled out in our name, C4E: Cycle for Exercise,
Exploration, Esprit de corps, and Education. C4E’s aim to improve fitness through the exploration of our
state while bringing together service members, veterans, friends, family, and other patriotic citizens to
raise money for the NC National Guard Association Education Foundation.
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Rider fees ($60 for 1 day or $70 for 2 or more) support the NCNGA Education Foundation which, since
1968, has provided over $1.3 million in scholarship money to more than 1800 students.
Riders are encouraged to participate in the 3 day event or, if desired, riders in the Wilmington area can
join the third day for a 25.8 mile Sunday morning ride.
Ride Instructions & Rules:
For all riders wishing to join the ride either for the full three days or for a single day in Wilmington,
please register at:
https://guard2beachride.wixsite.com/guard2beach
Ride Parking:
For the one day ride starting in Wilmington, parking is available at the National Guard facility located at
2412 Infantry Rd. Wilmington, NC
Ride Maps:
1. Day 1
2. Day 2
3. Day 3

https://ridewithgps.com/routes/36630940?privacy_code=C5tpX3Of9Fyg3vRg
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/36630995?privacy_code=otyizGCjUIwLW22f
https://ridewithgps.com/routes/36631061?privacy_code=zNNfezHqCgPLgHqa

General Information:
The Wilmington portion of the ride will be joined with the local Cape Fear Cyclists club. First time riders are welcome. If you enjoy the experience, pick up a membership from at your local bike shop or
visit www.capefearcyclists.org for instructions on joining the club. Membership not only supports the
club and cycling advocacy, it extends insurance coverage to you on club rides.
Please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or call / text 910-352-4378 for more information.

September Member Profile – Members’ Stories from 09/11/01
9/11/2001 – COL Dave Gould, USMCR (ret)
On the morning of September 11, 2001, I was the captain of American Airlines flight 771, Dulles Airport, Washington, DC to San Juan, PR., in operations, picking up the flight plan and coordinating the
fuel load with my dispatcher in Dallas.
The aircraft that would be taken over by terrorists and flown into the Pentagon was parked next to my B737. My flight left at 7:00AM. Flt. 77 left ½ hour later. I presume the terrorists were in the gate area of
both flights.
Enroute offshore, out of radio range of US stations, my 1st officer asked me if I heard the transmissions
of company aircraft behind us. She was monitoring the AA company frequency. She said that the other
aircraft were talking about an aircraft hitting the World Trade Center. As we approached Grand Turk,
dispatch began to send data-link messages* to our printer informing us of the unfolding situation. I requested that all flight attendants come to the cockpit. Of course, I was informed that they were serving
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the passengers, but I instructed them to suspend the service and come forward. Once they were all in the
cockpit, I showed them the messages and told them to go back to their normal duties, be vigilant, but do
not discuss the World Trade Center events with the passengers (they would find out soon enough upon
arrival).
After the flight attendants left the cockpit, we received messages to not allow anyone into the cockpit
(oh well) and to proceed to the nearest suitable airport. Grand Turk was closer than San Juan, but I decided to land at our original destination, regardless.
My crew spent 4 days waiting for the FAA to reopen US airspace. We all had friends who perished on
various American Airlines flights that day.
As a side note, several weeks later while returning in the evening from San Juan to Dulles, a flight attendant called to the cockpit to inform me that white powder had spilled all over the front of her uniform
when she pulled the soda bin out from the serving cart. Upon arrival at Dulles, biohazard personnel and
the FBI met the aircraft. Needless to say the passengers were extremely concerned. This was just another
hoax anthrax scare that demented individuals were performing after 9/11.
My last flight arrived at Dulles on the evening of December 18, 2001. At midnight, I turned 60; therefore, I was mandatory retired. I miss flying the machines, but I don’t miss the job.
Capt. David W. Gould American Airlines Retired

* Artwork I did at Anne Arundel Community College. Dispatch messages to my flight are incorporated
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09/11/01 – COL Al Schroetel, USAF (ret)
I was in the Pentagon that morning. However, I left the Pentagon at about 7:30AM for a meeting in a
building about a mile south of there. All of the attendees at that meeting were military officers or Department of Defense (DOD) civilians, many of whom were assigned to the Pentagon. During that meeting we were first advised that a plane had crashed into the World Trade Center's North Tower at
8:46AM followed by the attack on the South Tower at 9:03AM. Naturally we were all very concerned
by that time. When we were advised that American Airlines Flight 77 had struck the Pentagon at
9:37 AM we immediately adjourned and tried to get back to the Pentagon. However, by that time no one
was allowed to approach anywhere near the Pentagon.
The situation was surreal. Normally there was always the roar of traffic on the highways leading to and
from DC and commercial planes landing or departing from National Airport about a mile down the Potomac River from the Pentagon. Instead, there was no traffic other than police, fire & first responders
with their sirens blaring. Overhead there were only military jets and police helicopters.
I was a career Air Force officer with a good deal of time in the Pentagon during my career. After my Air
Force retirement in 1992, I continued to do contract work for the Department of Defense. Although my
offices were in McLean Virginia, I continued to spend a lot of time working in the Pentagon.
In 2000 Joanne and I moved from Northern Virginia to Wilmington…Joanne’s hometown and I commuted to DC to work each week. Early on the morning of September 11th I had called Joanne to tell her
that I was on my way to the Pentagon and then would be going to the meeting outside the building.
Knowing that she would be worried, I tried to call on my cell phone, but all cell phone traffic had been
cut off. I decided to return to my office in McLean but when I got there, I was stopped about a hundred
yards away by a police officer. Because our building housed many DOD civilians there was concern that
it might also be a target for a car bomb. I then drove to a couple of locations where I knew there were
pay phones, but found that they had long lines of people waiting to make calls. So, I drove back to the
area where my office building was, parked my truck and then walked to my office and was finally able
to call home and assure Joanne that I was OK.
The televisions were all on at my office and I was finally able to learn of the terrible enormity of the attacks. That evening I walked to a hill that overlooked the Pentagon and saw the terrible destruction. It
was a scene that was impossible to comprehend…I saw it but my mind had trouble assimilating the picture before me. The west section of the Pentagon was a black, smoking hole. Fortunately, that section of
the Pentagon, normally occupied by thousands of people, had been under renovation and people were
just starting to move back into offices in that section before the attack. None the less, almost 200 military personnel and DOD civilians were killed that morning. I knew one of them very well…. a DOD civilian who had been my administrative assistant a few years earlier. Her death affected me deeply because she was a devoted mother to her five children and yet still working very hard to succeed and care
for her family at the same time. She was a lovely person with good cheer for everyone and a very strong
sense of duty to her job.
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09/11/01 – MAJ Bob Doleman, USA (ret)
We had just moved to an apartment in Leimen, Germany, just South of Heidelberg where JoAnn was
stationed at the Army medical headquarters. Right after she got to work she called and said to turn the
TV on. The German TV stations were totally covering the catastrophe; hour after hour, with repeats of
the airplane crashing and the tower collapses and the scenes of horror in the city. It was unabsorbable
for hours, and took its time sinking in. I thought I should not try to call as the lines would be busy with
emergency work - I had a niece and very close friend who both worked in the city.
The German people were extraordinary; every one gave commiseration, the entrances to all the military
compounds filled with flowers and notes for weeks on.
Our flag hangs at 1902 Chestnut St.

SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel - Submitted by Jim Carper, Chapter President
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.
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Membership Rosters - Ken Klassen, Al Schroetel
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:
Ken Klassen at kwkswk@att.net or 910-616-9614 or
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905

SENCLAND Chapter Website Information – Ken Klassen, Webmaster
On the Chapter Website (www.SENCLAND.org) there is coverage about many special events plus and
updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery and Our Heritage tabs. If you need help
logging onto the website for roster info, please call or email Ken at 910-791-3999 or kwkswk@att.net.
SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.

Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings.
We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do
not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We want to keep
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you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each other and support our local military and veteran communities.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the
15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com
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