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February 2022 Message from President Joe Irrera jaiiraq06@yahoo.com
Greetings!
Welcome to new Chapter members: MAJ Christopher Craig, Major, USMC, (ret.) and his wife Wendy;
MG Phillip McGhee, USA (ret.) and his wife Candy; CWO4 Steve McIntosh, USCG (ret.) and his wife
Jennifer; CDR Mike Yunker, USN (ret.) and his wife Lee; MAJ Marco Vialpando, USA (ret.) and his
wife Valerie; CAPT Wayne Gibson, USCG (Ret.) and his wife Kathleen. We bid farewell to CDR Ric
Callesen, USN (ret.) who has moved.
Our monthly profile features another excellent article by local author and historian Wilbur Jones that appeared in the Wilmington Star-News this past September on how winning World War II (WWII) spelled
the demise of Holly Ridge’s Camp Davis. Included this month also is an interesting article on WW II
Medal of Honor winner Matt Urban that originally appeared in Military.com.
My heartfelt thanks to LTG Jim Pasquarette, USA (ret) – former G-8 of the United States Army for his
excellent presentation on our 1/4 meeting at the Blue Water. Thanks also to my longtime colleague and
fellow Marine Colonel Leo Mercado, USMC (ret) who presided over the installation of our new officers
voted on during the November 2021 business meeting. Congratulation to all of our new officers and
thank you for agreeing to serve for the next two years.
The newly formed Sea Cadet Torpedo Squadron is up and running! Thanks to our chapter members Guy
Simmons and Frank Roberts who have been instrumental in getting this going. Please see their report
under Chapter Community Programs.
Our 01 February meeting will feature MG Sean Murphy, USAF (ret) who last served as Deputy Surgeon
General of the United States Air Force. You may recall that MG Murphy spoke briefly at our October
picnic at Long Leaf Park.
Happy Birthday to all our February members; May you have many more happy, healthy years
ahead.
The generosity of each of you who have contributed to our JROTC, Veterans Education, Jim Carper
Scholarships and Outreach continues and is greatly appreciated. Your support of these programs has
such a positive impact on the lives of so many. I want to thank each and every one of our members
listed below who made a contribution during the last quarter of 2021:

Sandi Adams, Mike Apicella, Mary Baggett, David Benton, Jerry Charest, Jason Clamme, Tom Connolly, Michael C Cooper, Barry J. Coyle, Harry "Brud" Deas, Gaython Eaton, Bill Flynn, Robert J. Foley, Jeri Graham, Lee Hanna, Bernadine Harrity, Joe Irrera, Tomas C. Jones, William "Ed" Jones, John
P. Kelly, Todd Kelly, Joseph Kinzer, Ken Klassen, Phillip McCluskey, Phillip McGhee, Roz & Jeffrey
Mills, Chris Morin, Sean Murphy, Melanie Nelson, Dave Olender, Les Petty, Bob Philpott, David
Renquist, Frank Roberts, Gordon Robinson, Al Schroetel, Ritt Schiano, Eric Shaffer, Sally Semmler,
Cynthia Semones, Eric Shaffer, Mark Steelman, Kim Sniffin, Catherine Snyder, Don Thompson, Ron
Tilmon, Allan Turner, Paul Wilson, and Larry Wilson.
Additionally, we had many individuals outside of our organization who generously made contributions
to the Jim Carper Scholarship Fund since Jim’s tragic passing on 9/28/21. My thanks also to all of these
individuals: Steve Aiken, Wallace Bartlett, Michael Bennett, Dewey Braswell, Ernest Brockman
Jr, Charles Calhoun, Douglas Carper, John Depoy, Sally Draffen, James Ernst, James D Evans, Edgar
Geddie Jr., Patrick Hogan, Pittman & G. Hughes, David Kelly, Larry Lovvorn, John McDermott, Norman Melton, Roger Strickland, David and Joyce Teeter, Allen Troup, and J Lewis Walker.
Our Chapter has continued to demonstrate their generosity as we have had many individuals who have
made contributions since the first of 2022. We will resume our recognition of these members in the
newsletter in the March edition. Thank you once again as your support allows us to fulfill our missions
in support of veterans and our community.
Lastly, a gentle reminder: Chapter annual membership payments are due each year in January. Please
see page 6 for information on how to pay them and, if you would like to, make a donation to the Chapters Scholarship and Outreach Programs.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
Our February meeting will be held on Tuesday 1 Feb at 1130hrs at the Blue Water Grill on
Wrightsville Beach. We are very pleased to have MG Sean Murphy, USAF (Ret) as our speaker.

MG Murphy
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Maj. Gen. Sean Lee Murphy last served as the Deputy Surgeon General, Office of the Surgeon General,
Headquarters U.S. Air Force, Arlington, Virginia. In that role, he directed operations of the Air Force
Medical Service, composed of a $6.1 billion, 44,000 person integrated health care delivery system serving 2.6 million beneficiaries at 76 military treatment facilities worldwide.
Raised in Oxon Hill, Maryland, General Murphy is a 1981 distinguished graduate of the U.S. Air Force
Academy and obtained his medical degree from the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences, Bethesda, Maryland. General Murphy is board certified in pediatrics, qualified in aerospace medicine and has a master’s degree in National Security Strategy from the National War College. He has
commanded at the flight, squadron and group levels in both the deployed and home station environments. General Murphy has served at the Joint Combatant Command level as the U.S. Southern Command Surgeon and previously as the Pacific Air Force Command Surgeon, the Air Force Medical Operations Agency Commander and the Air Combat Command Surgeon.
We are happy to be able to return to the Blue Water Grill on Wrightsville Beach for 2022. Menu
choices at the Blue Water are listed below. Prices will increase by $2.00 per meal.
While it’s never popular to increase prices, we believe the Blue Water is still a good venue for our meetings. We have looked at other options and while prices may be a bit lower, the ability to handle 65-100
persons with no minimum guarantees, no cancellation fees plus stable prices for the past three years still
make the Blue Water our best choice. Not to mention the great service and waterfront location with
ever-changing views as a variety of power and sail boats pass by as we are dining.
Menu Choices:
- Chicken Salad Croissant with lettuce and tomato, pimento, sweet relish, celery and Fries
- Beer Battered Cod Sandwich on a toasted Brioche Bun plus fries
- Steak Sandwich with Swiss cheese on French Bread and with seasoned fries
- Atlantic Salmon Wrap, lemon caper aioli, flour tortilla and seasoned fries
Priced at $22.00 - includes soft beverages (sweet and unsweet iced tea), cookies for dessert, taxes and
gratuities. Beer, wine and cocktails are available for purchase. Entrée choices are made at the door (no
pre-orders necessary). Payments at check-in can be made with cash or check.
PLEASE NOTE: Payment and entrée selection is made at check-in using cash or check only. We no
longer have the ability to accept payment via Credit or Debit Card.
Please send your RSVP to JoAnn Doleman. Email preferred: jdoleman522@gmail.com or call her if necessary at 910-540-8459 prior to Friday January 28th.
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January Meeting

LTG Pasquarette’s 1/4/2022 Presentation
Former G-8 of the U.S. Army, LTG Jim Pasquarett gave an excellent presentation on not only his role as
the G-8, but some very interesting and historical significant perspective on the Army’s and the U.S. Military history of preparedness to face our adversaries in the 21st century.
Installation of 2022 – 2024 Officers

New Officers administered oath of office by COL Leo Mercado, USMC (ret)
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New President Joe Irrera receives the official
Gavel from Leo Mercado

Past President Ken Klassen presents
Joe Irrera with his President’s Pin

Installment of New Officers – Thanks to COL Leo Mercado, USMC (ret) who graciously agreed to swear
in our new slate of officers for 2022-2024.
President:
VP-1:
VP-2:
VP-3:
USAF Service Director:
USA Service Director:
USN Service Director:
USMC Service Director:
USPH Service Director:
USCG Service Director:

Joe Irrera, Col USMC (ret)
Gary Green, LtCol USAF (ret)
Doug Holdstein, Col USMC (ret)
David Lee, CAPT USNR (ret)
Dianne Jinwright, LtCol USAF (ret)
Thomas Jones, BG USA (ret)
Melanie Nelson, LT USN
Les Petty, LtCol USMC (ret)
David Renquist, CAPT USPHS (ret)
Frank Roberts, LCDR USCG (ret)

Upcoming Programs for 2022
1 Mar 2022
5 Apr 2022
3 May 2022
3 June 2022

Peter Smoot, Special Agent United States Secret Service (Ret)
TBD
“Southern Meeting” Oak Island
Annual Scholarship Presentations – Long Leaf Park, Wilmington

Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Allen Allegretto, Webmaster
The Chapter Website http://www.sencland.org provides coverage about many special events plus updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery, Outreach, and Our Heritage tabs. It has
new information each month for your use, and important time-sensitive posts are available on the Home
page under Important News at the top of the page. It shows our chapter calendar of events and provides a link to our Facebook page.
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Just a reminder that you can make online donations and dues payments from the Membership page. And
you can find this newsletter and prior editions on the Documents page.
Our complete membership roster is available on the website.
If you need help logging onto the website to view chapter roster, please call or email Allen Allegretto
(910) 617-2307 or AllegrettoA@yahoo.com).

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
- Christopher Craig, Major, USMC, (ret.). Christopher and Wendy live in Hampstead.
- Phillip McGhee, Major General, USA (ret.). Phil and Candy live in Southport/ St. James.
- Claude “Steve” McIntosh, CWO-4, USCG (ret.) Steve and Jennifer live in Hampstead.
- Mike Yunker, Commander, USN (ret.). Mike and Lee live in St. James.
- Marco Vialpando, Major USA (ret.) Marco and Valerie live in Landfall.
- Wayne Gibson, CAPT. USCG (Ret.). Wayne and Kathleen live in the Porters Neck area of Wilmington.
We bid Farewell to Richard “Ric” Callesen, CDR, USN (ret.) who has moved to Virginia Beach.
We love guests! This is a great time to invite a friend to one of our monthly meetings or special events.
Not only are guests always welcome, but this is also one of the ways that we can make potential members aware of the benefits of Chapter membership.
We try to keep abreast of the status of all of our members, so please let me know any significant life
events or relocations of our members. Just send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net or text me at 910352-4378.
Contact information for the Chapter’s members is available in the password protected section of the
Chapter’s website. This membership roster is updated every month so you will always have the most
current list. If you would like assistance accessing that section, please contact me at downeast@bellsouth.net or Allen Allegretto at allegrettoa@yahoo.com.

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation - Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
2022 DUES ARE DUE IN JANUARY
Annual Chapter membership dues ($20 for regular members and $15 for surviving spouses) are required
each January We appreciate the payments of those members that have already submitted their payments.
Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:
• All members 90 years of age or older.
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• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a
member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year.
If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-352-4378
DONATIONS TO THE SCHOLARSHIP & OUTREACH PROGRAMS
While paying your dues, please consider donating to the Chapter's Junior ROTC Scholarship, Outreach
Program and Veteran Education Assistance Programs.
HOW TO MAKE A PAYMENT: There are three ways to make dues and donation payments:
(1) At a Chapter Luncheon or Event: Check or cash
(2) On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” on the left side
of the home page. On the new page, there are two choices; one is to pay chapter Dues, the other is to
make a Donation. Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.
If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Anna Marie Allegretto, at
sencland.treasurer@gmail.com or (910) 617-2220.
(3) Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015 Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: __________________________________
Postal Address: ___________________________
__________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________
Telephone number _________________
Please indicate changes, such as phone number or a new address
Dues

$__________

Donation $__________
Total

$__________
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Chapter Community Programs
Establishment of Wilmington Sea Cadet Program
The first meeting of the Sea Cadets transpired on Saturday, Jan 8th at the Disabled American Veterans
building. There were four recruits that were able to attend, ages 11-14. Covid issues disrupted some
from attending but the first meeting went well. The recruits and their parents had LCDR Dickerson describe the program and CAPT Guy Simmons taught the recruits many naval terms and terms for shipboard acclimation.
Many of the parents accepted leadership roles including mothers. This is beneficial as there must be a
female leader for female cadets to participate in the program's activities. A female Sea Cadet is one of
the individuals that was unable to attend this first meeting.
The next meeting is scheduled for February 5, 2022. The meeting will be held at the USCG Sector
Command's Interagency Operations Center (IOC). A quarterdeck will be set up at the lobby entrance so
recruits may become accustomed to rendering honors to the National Ensign along with asking permission for entry to the quarterdeck. The drill will be focused on recruits being trained in military/naval customs that will aid them in becoming actual Cadets." The staff members will also indoctrinate themselves on their new assignments.
O. Frank Roberts Jr.
USCG Service Director
JROTC Support, Veteran Scholarships, & Veteran Outreach
JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
As noted in President Joe Irrera’s comments, we would like to thank everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this past year. Please continue to consider a donation to these worthwhile projects in 2022. The need for these funds continues and we are always accepting applications for outreach
support.
The application for scholarships will be updated soon and distributed to the schools.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship
Chair
Finally got some good news about MOAA Leadership medals this week. They opened a temporary
store online and I was able to order last year’s medals as well as medals for 2022. I will be seeking input from schools at the beginning of the year. Don’t know if they will have in person award ceremonies
but will determine that and spread the word for volunteers to make presentations. Many schools have
optional masks now so are staying pretty safe. I am working full time as a substitute and feel safe, but
wear a mask when I need to.
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Veteran Education Assistance Grants - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President
I received communication from the Brunswick Community College Foundation about the success of our
Veteran Education Assistance Grants. Informative articles were published in two local publications: the
Brunswick Beacon, on page 8, link: https://www.brunswickbeacon.com/content/brunswick-beacon12302021; and also in Life in Brunswick County, link: https://lifeinbrunswickcounty.com/bcc-scholarships-awarded/.
It is your generous donations that enable us to award these Veteran Student Education Grants. Please
continue to share your generosity for this worthwhile, life-changing project.
Also, we received lovely letters (attached below) from Jim Morton, President, Cape Fear Community
College, and Logan Thompson, Director of Philanthropy. They thanked us for all the support we give
to their Veteran Students.

I would also like to thank our members for all the support and encouragement you've given me over the
years as I served as 3rd Vice President of Sencland MOAA. It was an honor and a privilege to be on the
Board of Directors in this capacity.
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret)
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Retirees: Renew Your Expired ID before Jan. 31, 2022 by: Kevin Lilley, MOAA.org
Retirees and their dependents who’ve been able to use expired Uniformed Services ID (USID) cards as
part of COVID-related deadline extensions need to renew those cards by 31 January 2022.
The extension applies only to beneficiaries holding cards with expiration dates between Jan. 1, 2020,
and July 31, 2021. Currently serving members and their dependents had until Oct. 31, 2021, to renew
their cards, while retirees and their dependents will have until Jan. 31. Please note: If your ID card is not
expired, this extension does not apply to your card and you are not required to renew.
DOD officials announced in September they planned no further extensions. The existing extension applies only to ID cards that expired during the above period.
If this applies to you, please read the next article on how to get your ID renewed.

Important ID Card Renewal Info – Ken Klassen, Past President
Appointments are required to have your ID card issued. Nearest Card Issuing Bases are MCAS New
River, MCB Camp Lejeune, and Fort Bragg. All other locations in the Wilmington area are not
issuing ID cards at this time. A retired military ID card is issued to military retirees and eligible family
members. Eligible family members must renew their ID card periodically, usually every four years. For
more information and scheduling, please click on the link below. From the link below you can access
the RAPIDS scheduling process and follow the prompts until you locate the MCAS New River or Camp
Lejeune locations. The new and improved government ID cards are now available at both locations in
SE NC. If you are over 65, the new cards are valid indefinitely. Click on the link below for more information on ID Cards and a link to the RAPIDS site:
https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/pay-and-benefits/military-benefits/id-cards/

Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator

Greetings again, Sencland members. Have you had that sit down with your spouse yet? It’s winter. It’s
the first couple months of a new year. Make a date night with your sweetheart and do the following:
• Gather important papers: DD214, wills, living will, durable power of attorney, insurance policies, passwords, birth/marriage certificates, etc.
• Check all signature cards.
• Review all insurance policies.
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• Make sure utilities are in BOTH names.
• Open a credit card account in a spouse's name.
• Review all investments with a financial adviser.
• Insure bank accounts are accessible.
• Gather all passwords in one place.
Sandi Adams, our Surviving Spouse Liaison, is available to answer questions or offer information about
how to best prepare for ’”til death do us part.” She can be reached at: Email: earlsandi@gmail.com
Phone: 910-443-0470

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
Again, I hope this newsletter finds all well. It seems we will continue to deal with the never ending
threat of Covid and the repercussions associated with it. This Pandemic has defined our lives for the
past 2 plus years. I think we are all ready to put Covid and its impacts behind us! Regretfully, we still
have to deal with it. So, I encourage caution until we see better information. As it has always been, our
position on this pandemic is for the safety of our members and families. Things seem to be getting better
but it each day is a challenge. So let’s be cautious...
Please let me know or a chapter officer know of any illnesses, member deaths, or hospitalizations so we
can send a card or maybe a call. We care about our members. We currently have several members or
family members that have had surgeries or other needs. We are grateful they are recovering.
A reminder... Please inform Lower Cape Fear LifeCare if a MOAA member is admitted to either
Hospice Home care or the LCF facility so they can be properly recognized for their service.
Leon Rooks
Wellness Committee
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs February 2022 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Update
Confirmed Covid cases have now reached levels three times higher than the peak last year. The Omicron
variant appears to cause less serious symptoms and most new infections and serious cases are among
unvaccinated people. There are currently few mandatory mask requirements for adults in NC. Medical
facilities will still require masks, and several school districts have returned to mask mandates for in-person
learning. Private businesses can impose their own mask requirements. Vaccines, masks and social distancing have proven effective at fighting Covid-19, so please continue to use good judgement when it
comes to wearing that mask and getting a Covid booster vaccination when eligible.
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In Washington
The FY 2022 NDAA was signed into law by President Biden on 27 December 2021. The focus now shifts
to passage of a full 2022 Appropriations Bill. DOD and most other Federal Agencies are currently operating under a second Continuing Resolution (CR) that expires 18 February 2022. The CR restricts spending to last year’s levels. Congress is working on a full Budget Bill (which would include the DOD appropriation). The outlook for a complete Appropriations Bill by 18 February is uncertain. While there is little
controversy about the DOD budget, other aspects of the President’s Budget Request are caught up in
partisan political disagreements that have so far defied resolution. We will have to wait to see if we get a
final Appropriations Act, another CR, or a Government shutdown.
MOAA has published its Legislative Goals for 2022. These are the primary issues that National MOAA
will pursue in this year’s advocacy efforts. A few of these will be chosen for special emphasis during the
annual “Advocacy in Action” campaign in the spring. The 2022 Goals are:
-

-

Sustain pay raises and adequate BAH for the troops and COLA raises for retirees.
Ensure the Coast Guard, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, and
Public Health Service continue to receive pa y during a government shutdown.
Protect the value of the military health care benefit.
Protect the Military Health System pharmacy benefit and achieve flexibility in TRICARE pharmacy copays.
Address barriers to accessing care within the MHS, including TRICARE coverage gaps
and mental health care access challenges.
Protect family support programs, and ensure military-provided services (housing, PCS,
childcare, youth programs, financial counseling) are readily available and meet standards for quality and costs.
Achieve equity of benefits, protections, and administrative support for Guard/Reserve
members consistent with their active-duty counterparts.
Sustain Veterans Health Administration (VHA) foundational missions and services.
Reform the presumptive process to support veterans claiming service-connected disabilities for
toxic exposures.
Achieve concurrent receipt of service-earned retirement pay and VA disability pay.
Protect full military honors and burial at Arlington National Cemetery for those currently eligible.
Improve survivors’ benefits.
Support a quality transition experience from active duty to veteran status for all service members.
Recognize the pandemic continues to affect the lives of our service members.

Full descriptions of each of these goals and MOAA’s planned advocacy efforts can be found in the January
2022 issue of Military Officer Magazine or on the MOAA web site at moaa.org.
In North Carolina
The NC General Assembly reconvened for the Short Session on 30 December 2021. So far, legislative
activities have concentrated on advancing redistricting maps, which are still subject to several lawsuits.
Hopefully, these issues will be resolved soon so the 2022 Primary and General Elections can proceed.
Recently, Military.com published a good article about the five states, including NC that passed tax deductions/exemptions for military retired pay in 2021. Interesting reading that shows nation-wide momentum for this tax relief effort. MOAA members and chapters were active in the advocacy efforts in all
five states. You can read this article at: https://www.military.com/daily-news/2022/01/10/five-more12

states-make-military-retirement-tax-free.html?utm_medium=Social&utm_source=Facebook&fbclid=IwAR07zyrDwVzX5_eIxFKS7JqK_ikpbf95l4wH9kuZtSSNcyPjzdNXO7mTOFY#Echobox=1641852435.
This link has also been posted to our Facebook page.

New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404.

Upcoming Items of Interest
MOAA SENCLand Nametags Available for Purchase
The Chapter is offering the opportunity for members and their spouses to purchase engraved plastic
nametags. The cost of the nametags are $15 per nametag and they will be the same style and size as in
the past (with a magnetic clasp).
We will order Quarterly or when we have at least 10 paid orders.
There are two ways to order:
 ON-LINE:
o Step #1: Click on the following link: https://sencland.org/journal/?id=1629041234
This will take you to a window where you can pay for your nametag or nametags. (If that
link does not work, go to the SENCLAND Website (https://sencland.org) and click on the
words “News & Events” on the home page)
o Step #2: Send an e-mail to Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net including the
information you want on the nametag (name, including nick name if you prefer, Branch
of military service, rank and current duty status (Retired, former, active duty). Nametags
for spouses only require the spouse’s name and / or nickname if desired. Use the form
below as a guide.


US Postal Service MAIL:
o Step #1: Complete the information on the form below and mail it with a check made out
to SENCLAND MOAA ($15.00 per ordered nametag) to:
SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA
PO Box 10015
Wilmington NC 28404
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SENCLAND NAME TAG
NAME/RANK/SERVICE BRANCH/STATUS
1
FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________
RANK ________________
SERVICE BRANCH ______________________
STATUS _______________
Active Duty, Reserve or Guard, Retired, Former Officer (not retired)

2
(Form for a
spouse’s
nametag)

FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________

Orders will be placed as soon as we have enough completed orders to meet the minimum required by the
supplier, but no later than each calendar quarter.
When the nametags are received they will be available for pickup at Chapter luncheons or other events.
If you have any questions, please contact Al at downeast@bellsouth.net or call 910-352-4378.

(Example of completed nametag)
Al Schroetel
Membership Chair
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Honor Flight Now Scheduled for 4/30/2022!
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area continues with its plans to fly our Veterans to Washington, DC,
30 April 2022. Although we have reached capacity for the Veterans and Guardians, I encourage you to
submit an application. Applications and information can be found on the website:
https://www.honorflightcfa.org/. A lot can happen between now and lift-off. If you don't get on this
flight, we will put you on the roster for 2023. I hope we can get a contingency from SENCLand MOAA
to volunteer for the flight preparation or be there to welcome home the Veterans after their incredible
journey
If you are a World War II, Korea, or Vietnam Veteran, you are entitled to participate in the Honor
Flight. Please, honor yourselves for your selfless service to our great country. Let me know if I can answer any questions (chrissysanford@gmail.com).
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items

February Profile –How winning WWII spelled decline for Wilmington
By Wilbur D. Jones Jr.
Editor’s note – 1. This article originally appeared in the 9/21/2021 Wilmington Star News. 2. Additionally, my parents met during WWII due to my Father receiving orders to Camp Davis and renting a
room from my Grandparents’ house on Market Street. They were married in January 1944 just down
the road at Pearsall Memorial Presbyterian Church.

Group photo at Camp Davis with Chapel in Background
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Indecisively and publicly glaring, the decline and inevitable demise of Camp Davis during and after
World War II forecast economic disaster for Southeastern North Carolina. Wilmington especially.
Speculation, rumors, guessing, what and when? People figured the camp would eventually close. By
1944 America started winning the war. But couldn’t the Army just stay?
The camp’s good times had created jobs, spread dollars and enlivened a region. The unfolding began
on Feb. 2, 1944, with indications Davis would close. On Feb. 8, the Army announced its officer candidate school would end after commissioning 22,000 since 1942. Plenty of anti-aircraft artillery officers.
On May 13, the pendulum swung. The AAA school wouldn’t close. Two weeks later it graduated the
100th and last officer class.
Then news on July 28: Deactivation coming by Oct. 1, the War Department announced. Davis
would remain on standby and keep its options open.
Wilmington’s Unavoidable Fate
The Star News dolefully summarized Wilmington’s unavoidable fate on July 30. Achieving victory
meant the rapid waning of boomtown days. The people better be ready. “Has the city’s wartime peak
been achieved and passed? Wilmington is profiting much by the war production impetus.”
Enter Henry Ford’s name. On Aug. 19, Onslow County residents drooled hearing he might buy the
camp once abandoned. Never happened. Then on Aug. 25, noting it had fed trained troops into battle
to hasten victory, officials said Davis would likely remain open after transferring AAA units. Mixed
signals still.
Meanwhile, Davis personnel and families residing in Wilmington considered relocating. The Our
State magazine advised: “It’s up to Wilmington to give serious consideration right now to this business of planning to meet conditions when the war comes to an end.” So, thank you. We really needed
that. The bellwether on Sept. 7: the base newspaper’s final edition of 74 issues.

Sold or Salvaged
(Read on about its momentary resurrection.) Dec. 28. Davis would be sold or salvaged as surplus
property once troops are evacuated by year’s end. Terms: 25percent down, balance before items removed, no personal checks.
1945: Jan. 10. The Air Force took the base as a reconditioning and redistribution center for convalescent airmen and rotating personnel.
July 5. Not for long. The Air Force ceased using it to save the taxpayers money, they said. Rumors
flared.
July 7. Wilmington mayor Ronald Lane led a delegation to Washington D.C. requesting Davis remain
open. No progress, but military considerations would dictate, he reported.
July 17. The War Department closed the Air Force center and halted construction. Davis would be offered to other federal agencies.
Aug. 8. The Davis baseball team played the Wilmington Pirates at Legion Stadium in their final game.
Postwar Roller Coaster
The war ended Aug. 14. Four days later, the Marine Corps announced it would take the $30 million
camp.
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Jan. 13, 1946 - The Corps changed its mind and would terminate its activities soonest.
Feb. 17. The Star News moaned. Deactivation stopped “one rich source of revenue for Southeastern
N.C. tradespeople. Long gone is the staccato barking and deep grunts of the AA guns.”
March 16. Rebirth? By June 1, the Navy would establish a Naval Ordnance Test Facility there as a
laboratory and testing ground for new ordnance, including the buzz-bomb “Bumble Bee.” (Some Topsail Beach test towers remain.) May 24. Whew. The camp remained open. “Wilmington’s gratification,” trumpeted the Star News.
1948: July 28. The Navy deactivated the facility, transferring guided missile testing, and returned Davis land leases to the original landowners.
Finally closed. Done.
The government declared Davis surplus and dismantled it for salvage and sale. Wilmington’s present
Lake Forest Baptist Church relocated as a surplus Davis chapel.
RIP, Camp Davis, 1941-48.
Davis and Holly Ridge Today
My father took me to Davis twice to visit my sister’s fiancé, an officer deploying to India, and watch
outbound troops boarding trains.

Aerial Map of Camp Davis 1940
So, driving through Holly Ridge today I visualize 1943, rows of double-decked wood buildings, bustling grid streets, olive-drab vehicles, and a tawdry Highway 17 lineup of beckoning bars, restaurants
and storefronts. Khaki soldiers and mud everywhere.
Such takes maximum visualizing, because hardly anything remains of the main camp west side except
once paved, patchy residential streets, weather-worn and unsurfaced since. Scattered small structures
look like, might be, wartime. Imagine. Could be.
A packing company occupies a large wartime building. Along Highway 50 west, scrawny concrete
pillars mark demolished Farnsworth Hall, the gym and social center. There Sgt. Joe Louis, world
heavyweight boxing champion, in 1944 sparred with his “cross-country company of ring exhibitionists” (as noted by Star News). And there hundreds of Wilmington belles danced.
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One must drive slowly to glimpse the metal historical pole marker on 17. But it’s about the namesake,
not the camp itself. Each time I look for more information. What was here? Another imagination
stretch.
Since 1954, the Marine Corps uses the Davis airfield and surrounding land as an Outlying Landing
Field for helicopter units based at nearby Marine Corps Air Station New River, and for troop training.
Highway signage indicates the restricted Greater Sandy Run Training Area.
The 17-50 intersection traffic signal, the only one then and now, still operates. A couple of corner
stores along the old “main drag.” Working-class housing. Occasional local wartime commemorations.
Otherwise, few traces.
Yet, the WASPs will survive. On Sept. 23 at the community center, the state’s Department of Natural
and Cultural Resources will place a marker recognizing the women pilots who served there. Good for
Holly Ridge and America’s history preservation.
At least one Davis soldier returned to Wilmington postwar. Lt. Justin Raphael, a Philippines veteran,
enjoyed our social life. “I had to go out with 17- or 18-year-old women.” The Peterson family “treated
me like one of their sons.” He married locally and opened a successful clothing business.
Wilbur Jones is a Wilmington native, military historian, and retired Navy captain who grew up
here during WWII. He authored two books about the German side: “Condemned to Live: A Panzer Artilleryman’s Five-Front War”; and “Forget That You Have Been Hitler Soldiers: A Youth’s Service to
the Reich.”

How One Officer's Enlisted Men Ensured He Received the Medal of Honor
By Blake Stilwell

President Jimmy Carter presented Matt Urban with the Medal of Honor on July 19, 1980. (The White
House)
Editor’s Note: This article originally appeared on Military.com. Link to full article: https://www.military.com/history/how-one-officers-enlisted-men-ensured-he-received-medal-of-honor.html
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Matt Urban was a decorated World War II soldier with more lives than any cat. He was wounded seven
times in combat, then returned to lead his men six times -- and has the Purple Hearts to prove it.
Urban served in the Army throughout the duration of WWII, somehow surviving numerous wounds that
might have killed anyone else. His official list of feats is so long, he was one Distinguished Service
Cross short of surpassing Audie Murphy as the war's most decorated American soldier.
But he didn't receive his Medal of Honor until 1980 because the required paperwork somehow got lost
in the shuffle. It was the men he served with in 2nd Battalion, 60th Infantry Regiment, 9th Infantry Division who ultimately ensured that President Jimmy Carter awarded him America's highest award for conspicuous gallantry.

Matt Urban was welcomed home to Holland, Michigan after receiving the Medal of Honor.
Born Matthew Urbanowicz, Urban began college at Cornell University in Upstate New York, where he
joined the Army Reserve Officers Training Corps. Upon graduating in 1941, Matt Urban (who formally
changed his name after the war) was commissioned a second lieutenant and joined the infantry at Fort
Bragg, North Carolina.
When the United States entered World War II, Urban was on the ground from the first day of the Invasion of North Africa until the last day of the war in Europe, leaving Germany with the rest of his troops.
In between, he fought in Sicily, landed at Utah Beach on D-Day, and advanced into Belgium.
Along the way, the Germans dubbed him "The Ghost," because no matter how many times they thought
they had finally killed him, Urban seemed to respawn. His ability to recover and rejoin his men surprised the U.S. Army just as much. Urban snuck away from medical tents, transport ships and hospitals
just to return to the fight alongside his men in the 60th Infantry.
His Medal of Honor action came on June 14, 1944, outside of Renouf, France, fighting in the countryside's now-famous hedgerows. His unit was pinned down and in danger of being annihilated by a force
of German infantry and two heavy tanks. Realizing the threat, Urban grabbed a bazooka and exposed
himself to danger to take out both tanks.
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With the tanks neutralized, his men were able to break out of the hedgerows and turn the tide of the
fighting. As they advanced to Orglandes, a commune in Normandy, Urban was shot in the leg by a Pak
36 37mm anti-tank gun. He fought on and directed his unit's defense until he was wounded once more.
This time, he was evacuated to England.
He recovered there until July, when he learned his unit was being pummeled in the hedgerows once
more. He left the hospital and somehow made his way to France, hitchhiking to the front where his unit
was positioned near Saint-Lo. Still moving with a noticeable limp, he took command of his company.

An estimated 95% of Saint-Lo was destroyed in the fighting. (National Archives and Records Administration)
He found them pinned down, with two burning support tanks nearby. A third tank was present but not
moving. A driver was inside, but the rest of the crew had been killed. He formed an attack plan to eliminate the enemy with the help of the remaining tank. But when soldiers tried to mount it, they were killed
by enemy fire. Urban rushed through the hail of bullets to mount the tank and take command.
He ordered the driver forward and took over the mounted .50-caliber machine gun. In full view of the
enemy, Urban and the tank driver routed an enemy machine-gun nest and a German anti-tank team with
the entire U.S. 2nd Battalion close behind. The Americans pushed forward and overran the enemy position in hand-to-hand combat. Many Germans surrendered.
Battalion commander Maj. Max Wolf watched all the events unfold from his nearby command post. He
immediately promoted Urban to executive officer and recommended him for the Medal of Honor. It was
written up by Staff. Sgt. Earl Evans.
Wolf was killed in action in August 1944; in October, Urban took over as battalion commander. He continued to lead the battalion into Belgium, where he was shot in the neck while assaulting a machine-gun
position near Philippeville. Both the battalion surgeon and a priest believed he would die from his
wounds.
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During this engagement, Evans was captured by the Germans, and there was no one left to ensure Urban's Medal of Honor paperwork from Saint-Lo ended up in the right hands. The last time Evans saw
Urban before his capture, Urban was bleeding profusely from the neck and was left for dead.
When Evans was finally liberated in 1945, he ran into Urban, amazingly still alive. Evans wrote a letter
to the War Department detailing the July 1944 events at Saint-Lo. It was "misplaced" for 34 years, suddenly being rediscovered in 1978. The Army investigated the events Evans described in the letter. Not
only did it find the events were all true, it also found Wolf's initial Medal of Honor recommendation paperwork.
On July 19, 1980, Carter presented Urban with the Medal of Honor in a White House ceremony. Present
at the ceremony were a number of Urban's fellow veterans, with whom he had served or led in combat.

Matt Urban's tombstone in Arlington National Cemetery. (Arlington National Cemetery)
Urban lived until age 75, when complications from his war wounds caused a collapsed lung in 1995. He
was buried in Arlington National Cemetery.
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SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Al Schroetel, Allen Allegretto
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 or
Allen Allegretto at AllegrettoA@yahoo.com) or 910-617-2307
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SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.
Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July and August) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We
want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each
other and support our local military and veteran communities. Our newsletter is distributed electronically by email to our members when published. Current and previous editions are also available on our
website at https://sencland.org/documents/.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the
15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com
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