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March 2022 Message from President Joe Irrera jaiiraq06@yahoo.com
Greetings!
Welcome to new Chapter members: LTC Bill Freccia, USA (ret.) and his wife Millie; LTC Ed Grinnell,
USA (ret.) and his wife Anne; BGEN Gary Profit, USA (ret.) and his wife Patricia; and COL Charlie
Clatterbaugh, Colonel, USAF (ret.) and his wife Sharon. We bid farewell to Surviving Spouse Myra
Sieve who is moving to Kentucky.
Our monthly profile features our own BG Tom Jones, USA (ret) who tells the story of his early Army
career while he was stationed in Berlin in the 1960’s. Also, our newsletter editor put together an interesting story of the recent opening of a time capsule that was sealed up and placed in the cornerstone of a
local church way back in 1913. Lastly, Gary Green provides some historical insight from the Revolutionary War that I think you’ll find interesting!
My heartfelt thanks to MG Sean Murphy, USAF (ret) for his excellent and interesting discussion on his
military career and insight into military healthcare.
The newly formed Sea Cadet Torpedo Squadron continues to grow! Thanks as always to our chapter
members Guy Simmons and Frank Roberts who have been instrumental in getting this going. Please see
their report under Chapter Community Programs.
Have a son, daughter, or grandchild that might have an interest in the U.S. Public Health Service? Dave
Renquist has some information under “Upcoming Items of Interest” on opportunities to utilize their
medical (and other) skills to advance public health.
Our 01 March meeting will feature retired Special Agent Peter Smoot who spent 28 years with the Secret Service including Presidential Protection Details. Please see his very interesting bio in the Programs
section.
Happy Birthday to all our March members; May you have many more happy, healthy years
ahead.
The generosity of each of you who have contributed to our JROTC, Veterans Education, Jim Carper
Scholarships and Outreach continues and is greatly appreciated. Your support of these programs has
such a positive impact on the lives of so many.

Our Chapter has continued to demonstrate their generosity as we have had many individuals who have
made contributions since the first of 2022. We will resume our recognition of these members in the
newsletter in the March edition. Thank you once again as your support allows us to fulfill our missions
in support of veterans and our community.
Lastly, one more gentle reminder: Chapter annual membership payments are due each year in January.
We unfortunately still have members who need to pay. Please see pages 5-6 for information on how to
pay them and, if you would like to, make a donation to the Chapters Scholarship and Outreach Programs.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
Our March meeting will be held on Tuesday 1 Mar at 1130 hrs. at the Blue Water Grill on Wrightsville
Beach. We are very pleased to have Peter Smoot, Special Agent, United States Secret Service (Ret) as
our speaker.

Peter Smoot
Mr. Smoot served 28 years in the US Secret Service (USSS), retiring in 1999. Upon graduating from the
University of California – Berkeley with a Bachelor’s degree in Business Administration he joined the
Berkeley Police Department (5 years on the street). He began his career with the Secret Service in1971
and during his career was primarily stationed in Los Angeles, Reno Nevada and Washington, D.C.
During his Secret Service career Mr. Smoot worked criminal investigations in Los Angeles and Reno. In
Washington he was detailed to Vice President Walter Mondale and then Vice President George
Bush. During his assignment in Washington, he dealt at some level with all US Presidents from Nixon
through Clinton. He was also detailed for a year to the Senate and worked for Senator John Glenn as a
law enforcement specialist on Glenn’s Governmental Affairs Committee. His duties in Washington also
included Protective Detail team leader for foreign heads of state and heads of government while they
were visiting the United States.
Mr. Smoot was the Treasury Department’s representative at the National War College, graduating in
1996 with a Master’s Degree.
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After retiring from the USSS he was a CIA contractor for 12 years training in USSS methods to protective details in Africa and the Middle East. During his career he has traveled to over 100 countries. After
retiring to Wilmington, he began volunteering with the New Hanover County Sherriff’s Department as a
“cold case” homicide investigator and as a Master Gardener at the NHC Arboretum.
Peter and his wife Marjie live in Wilmington and have four children, one of which is also a Secret Service Special Agent.
Blue Water Grill Menu Choices:
- Chicken Salad Croissant with lettuce and tomato, pimento, sweet relish, celery and Fries
- Beer Battered Cod Sandwich on a toasted Brioche Bun plus fries
- Steak Sandwich with Swiss cheese on French Bread and with seasoned fries
- Atlantic Salmon Wrap, lemon caper aioli, flour tortilla and seasoned fries
Priced at $22.00 - includes soft beverages (sweet and unsweet iced tea), cookies for dessert, taxes and
gratuities. Beer, wine and cocktails are available for purchase. Entrée choices are made at the door (no
pre-orders necessary). Payments at check-in can be made with cash or check.
PLEASE NOTE: Payment and entrée selection is made at check-in using cash or check only.
Please send your RSVP to JoAnn Doleman. Email preferred: jdoleman522@gmail.com or call her if necessary at 910-540-8459 prior to Friday February 25th.
February Meeting
MG Sean Murphy, USAF (ret)

MG Murphy makes
his remarks

Taking a question from our
Legislative Chair - Barry Coyle

President Joe Irrera thanks MG
Murphy while his wife Karen
Murphy looks on

Chapter member Maj. Gen. Sean Lee Murphy, who last served as the Deputy Surgeon General, Office of
the U.S. Air Force was the speaker for our February meeting. He provided a very interesting presentation on his career as well as the development of and current state of medical services within the Armed
Forces.
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Upcoming Programs for 2022
5 Apr 2022
3 May 2022
3 June 2022

RDML Ron Henderson, USN (ret) who will speak on “Women in Combat Roles.”
“Southern Meeting” Oak Island
Annual Scholarship Presentations – Long Leaf Park, Wilmington

MOAA Leadership Award – COL Dave Gould, USMCR (ret)
The Chapter is proud to present the below MOAA Leadership Award to Dave Gould for his many years
of dedicated service as our Treasurer. Well done, Dave!

Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Allen Allegretto, Webmaster
The Chapter Website http://www.sencland.org provides coverage about many special events plus updates on News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery, Outreach, and Our Heritage tabs. It has
new information each month for your use, and important time-sensitive posts are available on the Home
page under Important News at the top of the page. It shows our chapter calendar of events and provides a link to our Facebook page.
Just a reminder that you can make online donations and dues payments from the Membership page. And
you can find this newsletter and prior editions on the Documents page.
Our complete membership roster is available on the website.
If you need help logging onto the website to view chapter roster, please call or email Allen Allegretto
(910) 617-2307 or AllegrettoA@yahoo.com).
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Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
- Charles “Charlie” Clatterbaugh, Colonel, USAF (Ret.). Charlie and Sharon live in Wallace
- William “Bill” Freccia, LTC, USA (Ret.). Bill and Millie live in Wilmington
- Edgar “Ed” Grinnell, LTC, USA (Ret.). Ed and Anne live in Leland (Waterford)
- Gary M. Profit, BGEN, USA (Ret.). Gary and Patricia live in Wilmington
We bid Farewell to Myra Sieve, Surviving Spouse of CAPT. Glennon Sieve, Myra is moving to Kentucky.
We try to keep abreast of the status of all of our members, so please let me know any significant life
events or relocations of our members. Just send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net or text me at 910352-4378.
Contact information for the Chapter’s members is available in the password protected section of the
Chapter’s website. This membership roster is updated every month so you will always have the most
current list. If you would like assistance accessing that section, please contact me at downeast@bellsouth.net or Allen Allegretto at allegrettoa@yahoo.com.
We love guests! This is a great time to invite a friend to one of our monthly meetings or special events.
Not only are guests always welcome, but this is also one of the ways that we can make potential members aware of the benefits of Chapter membership.

Chapter Membership Dues & Donation - Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
2022 DUES WERE DUE IN JANUARY
Annual Chapter membership dues ($20 for regular members and $15 for surviving spouses) are required
each January
Dues are waived for the following two categories of members:
• All members 90 years of age or older.
• New chapter members for the remainder of the calendar year in which they join; thus, if a
member joins in January, dues are waived for the entire year.
If you have a question about your payment status, please contact Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-352-4378
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DONATIONS TO THE SCHOLARSHIP & OUTREACH PROGRAMS
While paying your dues, please consider donating to the Chapter's Junior ROTC Scholarship, Outreach
Program and Veteran Education Assistance Programs.
HOW TO MAKE A PAYMENT: There are three ways to make dues and donation payments:
(1) At a Chapter Luncheon or Event: Check or cash
(2) On-Line:
Open the Chapter's website, http://www.sencland.org, Click on the word “Membership” on the left side
of the home page.
On the new page, there are two choices; one is to pay chapter Dues, the other is to make a Donation.
Continue by clicking on the "Buy Now" button and follow the prompts.
If you have questions about this process, please contact the Chapter Treasurer, Anna Marie Allegretto, at
sencland.treasurer@gmail.com or (910) 617-2220.
(3) Mail in a Hard Copy: Please print the following form and mail your dues and donations to:
SENCLAND CHAPTER MOAA
P.O. Box 10015 Wilmington, NC 28404
Name: __________________________________
Postal Address: ___________________________
__________________________________
Email Address: _____________________________
Telephone number _________________
Please indicate changes, such as phone number or a new address
Dues

$__________

Donation $__________
Total

$__________
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Chapter Community Programs
Update on the Wilmington Sea Cadet Program
The Wilmington Sea Cadets reported for drill at USCG Sector Command on 05 February. They entered
onto the Quarterdeck, honored the National Ensign, the watch and checked in. There were a total of six
(6) recruits present. Three of these were new.
Uniforms were issued followed by training and orientation. The recruits were indoctrinated in Field
drills and Military Courtesy training. The recruits were allowed a 30 minute mess break. The afternoon
was then occupied with Knot tying, Naval Terminology, Phonetic Alphabet and Signal Flag indoctrination. Training binders were started for documentation.
Future Planning and Drills
-

MARCH 12th: at the USCG Sector Command for more organization and uniform distribution. Also PRT testing and possible recruiter career talks.
APRIL: is a tentative drill on board the USS North Carolina.
MAY: Swim quals and would like to visit a Coast Guard Station for briefing/ demonstrations/operations.
JUNE: Cadet Preparation for Recruit Training. Also assist with USS North Carolina Flag Day
event.
JULY: no drills while cadets are at Recruit training.
AUGUST: Kick off for the drill year. Possible picnic with USCG/USN/USMC and first responders. Cadets will have several activities to demonstrate learned skills. Also possible Sea
Service flyover or a land and learn.

O. Frank Roberts Jr.
USCG Service Director
JROTC Support, Veteran Scholarships, & Veteran Outreach
JROTC Scholarships and Outreach Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
Thanks to everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this past year. Please continue to
consider a donation to these worthwhile projects in 2022. The need for these funds continues and we are
always accepting applications for outreach support.
On the JROTC Scholarship, have updated applications emailed to schools and am also submitting to
Webmaster for addition to Website.
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JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship
Chair
JROTC Leadership Medals have been ordered so now have on hand Medals and Certificates for last year
and this year. Have Started distribution to the schools we cover.
We have two presentation dates known at this time:
–
–
–

North Brunswick April 11 1700
West Brunswick May 11 1800-2000
Will always take volunteers to make presentations

Veteran Education Assistance Grants - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President
It is your generous donations that enable us to award the Veteran Student Education Grants. Please continue to share your generosity for this worthwhile, life-changing project.
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret)

Important ID Card Renewal Info – Ken Klassen, Past President
Appointments are required to have your ID card issued. Nearest Card Issuing Bases are MCAS New
River, MCB Camp Lejeune, and Fort Bragg. All other locations in the Wilmington area are not
issuing ID cards at this time. A retired military ID card is issued to military retirees and eligible family
members. Eligible family members must renew their ID card periodically, usually every four years. For
more information and scheduling, please click on the link below. From the link below you can access
the RAPIDS scheduling process and follow the prompts until you locate the MCAS New River or Camp
Lejeune locations. The new and improved government ID cards are now available at both locations in
SE NC. If you are over 65, the new cards are valid indefinitely. Click on the link below for more information on ID Cards and a link to the RAPIDS site:
https://www.moaa.org/content/benefits-and-discounts/pay-and-benefits/military-benefits/id-cards/

Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator

For surviving spouse members who receive Dependency and Indemnity Compensation (DIC) from the
Veteran’s Administration, you are eligible to apply for additional help. A program called "Aid and Attendance" can be applied for by DIC recipients to be used for health care needs. For example, if you
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need to hire help for bathing, dressing, food prep, or if you become bedridden, you and your health provider can apply for this stipend. It adds $356 additional to your monthly DIC payment. Contact me for
questions and other specifics.
Sandi Adams
910-443-0470
earlsandi@gmail.com

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
Hello SENCLAND MOAA! I hope all are doing well. We are entering the month of March, which will
be the end of the first quarter of 2022. If January and February are any indication, 2022 is going to be
another year that really flies by.
We are entrenched in the cold days of winter along with the continuing uncertainty of Covid, so we all
should remain cautious. It does seem that things are improving. Mandates are easing up as well as the
use of mask. This is encouraging!
In closing, as usual please let me know or any board member of anyone who is ill or in the hospital, we
would like to know. We would like to send a card or make a call to see if any assistance would be of
help.
A reminder... Please inform Lower Cape Fear LifeCare if a MOAA member is admitted to either
Hospice Home care or the LCF facility so they can be properly recognized for their service.
Look forward to seeing you on March 1st.
Leon Rooks
Wellness Committee
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs March 2022 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
Covid-19 Update
Confirmed Covid cases and hospitalizations have been trending sharply downward over the last few
weeks. Deaths remain at a high level but are also likely to decline. These declining trends have encouraged state and local governments to reduce or eliminate COVID protective measures such as mask wearing and social distancing. In NC, medical facilities will still require masks, but school districts have returned to mask optional policies for in-person learning. Private businesses can still impose their own
mask requirements. Remember that we did this once before. When rates of the COVID Delta variant declined people relaxed their precautions before the virus was defeated. Then Omicron took hold with
three times more infections than previously seen. Vaccines, masks and social distancing have proven effective at fighting Covid-19, so please continue to use good judgement when it comes to wearing that
mask indoors and getting a Covid booster vaccination when eligible.
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In Washington
Our focus remains on passage of a full 2022 Appropriations Bill. DOD and most other Federal Agencies
were operating under a second Continuing Resolution (CR) that expired 18 February 2022. Congress
passed yet another CR which expires 11 March. This means that half of the Fiscal Year will be completed using CR funding. Congressional leaders from both parties have announced agreement on full appropriations bills for all Federal agencies. The 11 March deadline for the latest CR was set to allow time
to complete the writing of the actual bills. We will have to wait to see if this work gets accomplished as
planned.
MOAA has announced preliminary plans for the annual “Advocacy in Action” campaign in April. The
three 2022 focus Goals are:
-

Military Pay Raise at 4.6% per the Employment Cost Index (ECI).
The Richard Star Act. Will continue to address the issue of concurrent receipt of military retired
pay and VA disability compensation for combat-injured veterans.
The Stop Copay Overpay Act. Seeks reduction of mental health care copays that were more than
doubled through military health system reforms.

This year’s “Advocacy in Action” campaign is being planned as a sort of hybrid Virtual event. In-person
meetings in Washington are almost impossible now due to Covid restrictions and increased security requirements. So MOAA members in every state will be organized to contact their elected officials to discuss our three goals using Zoom or conference calls. Last year MOAA members contacted 100% of
Senators and Representatives and we plan to do so again. In addition to Virtual meetings, members are
being encouraged to set up in-person meetings with their elected officials when they are in their home
districts during the mid-April break in Congress. The “Advocacy in Action” events will be conducted
from 1 – 29 April. If you would like to participate in these activities, please give me a call or email and I
will provide additional information.

In North Carolina
The NC General Assembly reconvened for the Short Session on 30 December 2021. There has been no
legislative activity related to military/retiree issues. So far, the General Assembly has concentrated on
revising redistricting maps. The NC Supreme Court recently ruled that the redistricting maps submitted
by the General Assembly are unconstitutional. So now it remains to be seen if the General Assembly can
provide new maps that are acceptable, or if the courts will redraw them. This work in the General Assembly is not being reported publicly. But there is some urgency now, with the 2022 Primary Elections
still scheduled for 17 May.
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New Hanover County Veterans Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
VA Tests New Automated System that Could Speed Up Claims Decisions – Patricia Kime
Editor’s note: This article originally appeared in Military.com

Claims piled up at the VA Regional Office in Winston-Salem, N.C., in 2012

Department of Veterans Affairs officials are hoping a new automated system that helps render decisions
on disability claims will accelerate the process and decrease the backlog of claims applications.
The automated system being considered by the VA has proven to shorten the disability claims review
process from 100 days to two under certain circumstances and conditions, according to the agency.
A pilot run of the VA Automated Benefits Delivery System, launched in December, looked at claims
filed by veterans seeking upgrades to their disability ratings for hypertension and cut 98 days from the
process for those with complete files.
VA officials said the program is part of a plan to address 260,000 current disability claims, including
59,000 that are older than 125 days and are considered backlogged.
"We saw an opportunity to look at our traditional disability claims process and see how we can better
leverage the data we have ... to introduce business-process automation," explained Rob Reynolds, acting
deputy undersecretary for the VA's Office of Automated Benefit Delivery, during a press conference
with reporters Tuesday.
The system takes electronic or paper claims and uses algorithms to determine whether the file contains
enough data and information to render a decision. It then weighs the information against the rules that
govern disability claims and makes a recommendation whether to approve or disapprove the claim.
The system's recommendation is reviewed and validated by a rating veteran’s service representative. If
at any time the system decides that more information is needed -- the veteran needs a comprehensive
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medical exam or more data is required to render a decision -- the claim is sent to a claims reviewer for
traditional processing, Reynolds said.
"The algorithm is pulling the necessary data we need. The rater is the final decision maker," he said.
After the pandemic began, the number of backlogged claims rose from 70,000 to 211,000. While the VA
reduced that to roughly 180,000 by mid-2021, the number grew again as veterans applied for benefits
under an expansion of covered conditions, including illnesses related to Agent Orange and airborne pollutants.
VA Secretary Denis McDonough said Tuesday that the department has hired more than 1,000 new
claims processors and plans to hire roughly 1,000 more by the end of spring. The department is paying
its personnel overtime to process claims, and working with the National Personnel Records Center and
National Archives to digitize records needed to make claims decisions.
The new automated system could further accelerate the process. "The initiative has the potential to dramatically reduce the time it takes to process individually," McDonough said.
With the program proving successful for hypertension claims, the department is now building algorithms
to assess other common conditions in veterans, including asthma, sleep apnea and prostate cancer, Reynolds said.
The goal is to add three new conditions per quarter, he said. But, Reynolds added, at no point in time
will the decisions be left up to the system and the algorithms.
"We will ensure that our employees continue to supervise and validate the rules associated with the automation, the algorithms, to ensure that all statutory regulatory and procedural guidance are adhered to
and [they] have the ultimate decision control for the process over the claim," he said.
The VA is anticipating that more post-9/11 veterans will be filing claims in the future. The department
announced last August it planned to add three conditions -- asthma, rhinitis and sinusitis -- to the list of
conditions fast-tracked for health care and disability compensation and is reviewing more illnesses as
possibly related to exposure to burn pits and other pollution in deployed settings.
Decisions on several respiratory cancers and constrictive bronchiolitis are expected this year.
McDonough urged veterans thinking about filing a disability claim to do so, despite the backlog.
"Please, please submit your claims," McDonough said. "I promise you that we will stop at nothing to
work through this backlog and get you timely access to the benefits."
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404.
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Upcoming Items of Interest
Do You Have an Umbrella Insurance Policy?
In the 03 February 2022 MOAA newsletter, there was an interesting article about Umbrella Insurance
Policies and should you have one. Thought this was something worth repeating. Please check out the
below link for more information: https://www.moaa.org/content/publications-and-media/news-articles/2022-news-articles/do-you-need-an-umbrella-insurance-policy/?utm_source=newsletter&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=TMNsend&utm_content=NC+AFHRM+1+ERet+L+NC
MOAA SENCLand Nametags Available for Purchase
The Chapter is offering the opportunity for members and their spouses to purchase engraved plastic
nametags. The cost of the nametags are $15 per nametag and they will be the same style and size as in
the past (with a magnetic clasp).
We will order Quarterly or when we have at least 10 paid orders.
There are two ways to order:
 ON-LINE:
o Step #1: Click on the following link: https://sencland.org/journal/?id=1629041234
This will take you to a window where you can pay for your nametag or nametags. (If that
link does not work, go to the SENCLAND Website (https://sencland.org) and click on the
words “News & Events” on the home page)
o

Step #2: Send an e-mail to Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net including the
information you want on the nametag (name, including nick name if you prefer, Branch
of military service, rank and current duty status (Retired, former, active duty). Nametags
for spouses only require the spouse’s name and / or nickname if desired. Use the form
below as a guide.


US Postal Service MAIL:
o Step #1: Complete the information on the form below and mail it with a check made out
to SENCLAND MOAA ($15.00 per ordered nametag) to:
SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA
PO Box 10015
Wilmington NC 28404
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SENCLAND NAME TAG
NAME/RANK/SERVICE BRANCH/STATUS
1
FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________
RANK ________________
SERVICE BRANCH ______________________
STATUS _______________
Active Duty, Reserve or Guard, Retired, Former Officer (not retired)

2
(Form for a
spouse’s
nametag)

FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________

Orders will be placed as soon as we have enough completed orders to meet the minimum required by the
supplier, but no later than each calendar quarter.
When the nametags are received they will be available for pickup at Chapter luncheons or other events.
If you have any questions, please contact Al at downeast@bellsouth.net or call 910-352-4378.

(Example of completed nametag)
Al Schroetel
Membership Chair
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United States Public Health Service (USPHS) SENCLAND Director Alert Dave Renquist CAPT, USPHS COMMISIONED Corp (ret)
USPHS Commissioned Corps-opportunities for you and yours! WHO WE ARE!
The USPHS Commissioned Corps is one of the nation’s uniformed services — a branch committed to
the service of health. Officers advance our nation’s public health, serving in agencies across the government, as physicians, nurses, dentists, veterinarians, scientists, engineers, and other professionals.
The Commissioned Corps of the U.S. Public Health Service, or USPHS Commissioned Corps, works on
the front lines of public health. Our medical, health and engineering professionals fight disease, conduct
research, and care for patients in underserved communities across the nation and throughout the world.
The Corps has 11 professional categories with 6000+ officers serving in over 800 locations.
Become a Ready Reserve Officer in the U.S. Public Health Service. The Ready Reserve Corps is a part
of an elite group of Commissioned Corps' “America’s Health Responders” who promote, protect, and
advance the health and safety of the Nation. Offers an opportunity to serve for mission-driven clinical
and public health professionals who cannot commit to a full-time active-duty position in the
Corps https://www.usphs.gov/explore-opportunities/
Student opportunities—Undergraduate and Graduate! A Relative? Grandchild? Child? Health interest?
Further an education. Jump start a career. Elite paid internships for undergraduate and graduate students
on America’s front lines of public health. Two competitive programs are available: JRCOSTEP and
SRCOSTEP.
JRCOSTEP Intern over your school break.
Students in health-related undergraduate, masters and doctoral programs can train alongside active-duty
officers during their school breaks as part of the Junior Commissioned Officer Student Training and Extern Program. Participants are paid, and receive health benefits, housing and travel allowances. Programs last between 30 and 120 days. Participants become inactive Public Health Service officers upon
completing the program and can activate upon graduation. There is no obligation to join the USPHS
Commissioned Corps.
SRCOSTEP Become an officer upon graduation.
In the Senior Commissioned Officer Student Training and Extern Program, students entering their final
year of graduate school or professional training get paid while in school in exchange for committing to
enroll in the USPHS Commissioned Corps upon graduation. Students receive the basic pay and allowances of an Ensign while in the program and are guaranteed a spot in the USPHS Commissioned Corps
upon graduation. The service obligation is equal to twice the time sponsored. See link for more information! https://www.usphs.gov/students/
The USPHS Commissioned Corps is also looking for experienced professionals and students, servicedriven individuals who desire to work in public health programs and clinical settings. Could it be your
son, daughter or grandchild?
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Honor Flight - Scheduled for 4/30/2022!
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area continues with its plans to fly our Veterans to Washington, DC,
30 April 2022. Although we have reached capacity for the Veterans and Guardians with a substantial
waiting list, I encourage you to submit an application. Applications and information can be found on the
website: https://www.honorflightcfa.org/. A lot can happen between now and lift-off. If you don't get on
this flight, we will put you on the roster for 2023. I hope we can get a contingency from SENCLand
MOAA to volunteer for the flight preparation or be there to welcome home the Veterans after their incredible journey
If you are a World War II, Korea, or Vietnam Veteran, you are entitled to participate in the Honor
Flight. Please, honor yourselves for your selfless service to our great country. Let me know if I can answer any questions (chrissysanford@gmail.com).
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret), 3rd Vice President
RADM Laura M Dickey, USCG Promoted!
You may remember Wilmington native and Commander, Fifth Coast Guard District RDML Laura
Dickey, USCG who was the keynote for our January 2021. We are pleased to report she is now RADM
Dickey having recently been promoted and gaining her second star!

RADM Dickey, USCG
Fifth District Commander

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items
This Month in Revolutionary War History: The Battle of Guilford Courthouse – Gary O. Green, Lt
Col, USAF (Ret) 1st Vice-President
The Battle of Guilford Courthouse in North Carolina, on March 15, 1781, proved pivotal to the American victory in the American Revolutionary War (1775-83). Although British troops under Lieutenant
General Charles Cornwallis (1738-1805) scored a tactical victory at Guilford Courthouse over American
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forces under Major General Nathanael Greene (1742-86), the British suffered significant troop losses
during the battle. After the battle, Lord Cornwallis moved his army to Wilmington to replenish his supplies but was unsuccessful. Afterward, Cornwallis abandoned his campaign for the Carolinas and instead took his army into Virginia, where in October of that year he surrendered to General George
Washington (1732-99) following the Battle of Yorktown, the last major land battle of the war.
Vocabulary Word update: Sestercentennial – Gary O. Green, 1st Vice President and member of the
Sons of the American Revolution
In other patriotic organizations, we are starting to explore the concept of the Sestercentennial celebration. So, what is this celebration? The United States Semiquincentennial (also called Sestercentennial or Quarter Millennial) will be the 250th anniversary of the Declaration of Independence of
the Thirteen Colonies in 1776. Festivities will be scheduled to mark various events leading up to the anniversary on July 4, 2026.
In our own backyard, we have the Battle of Moore’s Creek Bridge which occurred near Currie, NC on
27 Feb 1776 and inspired the 4th Provincial Congress to prepare the Halifax Resolves on 12 Apr 1776;
this was the first time in the history of Colonial America that a colony encouraged a declaration of independence from Great Britain in writing. This later led to our idea that North Carolina is the first in freedom. The date is also significant; it is the second of two dates on the North Carolina Flag.

March Profile – The Beginning of a 32-Year Army Career: BG Tom
Jones, USA (ret)
I was commissioned in 1961 a second lieutenant in the Regular U.S. Army upon completion of four
years of ROTC at Boston College. Having been a Distinguished Military Graduate, I chose to be a Military Police officer much to the chagrin of the combat arms cadre. It was a logical decision since my aspiration at that time was to join the FBI; however, their accessions at that time were limited to lawyers and
accountants unless one could laterally enter from law enforcement experience. Army MP Officers were
among those who had made that transition. In accordance with Army policy, officers commissioned in
the Regular Army had to spend their first two years of service in a Combat Arms branch before reverting
to the branch of their commissioning. Hence, I was immediately detailed to attend the Infantry Officer
Basic Course at Fort Benning, Georgia. Upon completion of the course and attendance at the Airborne
Qualification Course, I was ordered to Germany for duty.
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It was during that two-year assignment as a successful Infantry officer that I qualified for the Expert Infantry Badge while stationed with the 24th Infantry Division in Munich. Then in 1963, on completion of
my combat arms period, I was reassigned as Executive Officer of the 287th MP Company with the U.S.
Army Berlin. Within two weeks of my arrival and one day before the visit of President John F. Kennedy
to Berlin, during the practice session for the next day’s Presidential visit I was reassigned as company
commander. Two main military events were scheduled -- a review of the Berlin Brigade troops lining
Clay Allee in front of the Berlin U.S. Headquarters and a visit
later to Checkpoint Charlie, the Friedrichstrasse crossing point
between the American Sector of Berlin and East Berlin. The
Checkpoint Charlie event essentially involved the Military Police and German Police. An honor guard of MPs lined one side
of the street and alternating MPs and German Police were on
the other side.

President Kenndy and his entourage visiting
West Berlin in 1963 (U.S. Army photo)

As the President approached a viewing stand that allowed him to look over the Berlin Wall, the Russian
and East German Police (VOPO’s) raised signs with their “demands.” The following day I was among
the assembly at the Rathaus Schöneburg for President Kennedy’s famous “Ich bin ein Berliner” speech.
Five months later, as I was driving through East Germany in
Signs raised by the Russians and the East German police
my car after a trip to Munich, President Kennedy was assas- at Checkpoint Charlie (U.S. Army photo)
sinated. I had no good radio reception in the East and when I
reached the Russian Babelsburg Checkpoint outside Berlin
and presented my Allied Transit Documents, the Russians
were listening to a radio in the building and were looking
shocked at whatever was being said. They processed me very
quickly, an unprecedented occurrence. When I reached the
U.S. Checkpoint Bravo about five minutes later, my MPs
manning the checkpoint informed me that the President had
been shot. It was now after 9:00 p.m. so I went directly to the
Provost Marshal’s Office as I anticipated that we would have to dispatch patrols to tell U.S. troops
downtown to return to the barracks. Word had spread throughout West Berlin and the soldiers were already returning to the barracks. There were candles appearing in Berliner windows on both sides of the
wall, and mourners carrying torches were gathering in the streets. I have always felt that if someone had
organized them to tear down the wall that night, it may well have been done without significant resistance; such was the shock at the shooting of our President who was regarded as a hero to both the
West and East Berliners who had seen him as hope for their future.
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Within days the Berliners, held a memorial Catholic funeral Mass in one of the West Berlin cathedrals.
Through channels, I was asked if we could field an MP
honor guard for the funeral Mass. Approved by the U.S
Commander, Berlin, six of my MPs volunteered.
My MP assignment in Berlin was a unique experience,
marked with constant tit for tat with the Russians and
occasional heightened tensions.
Representative of those occurrences was the detention
of Russian intelligence vehicle patrols in West Berlin.
Each of the occupying powers under the Yalta Agreement, maintained periodic uniformed vehicle patrols in
The funeral Mass for President Kennedy celebrated by the
Archbishop of Berlin, with U.S. flag covered coffin (German East and in West Berlin to emphasize the agreed “right
Press photo)
of passage” in each power’s territory. Occasionally, the
Russian military would detain an American patrol in East Berlin as a form of harassment. It was a practice
of the US Berlin Command that we would then execute a retaliatory detention of a Russian patrol in the
American Sector. The mission fell to the MPs to box in the Russian vehicle. A Russian speaking soldier
would after a specified detention period, approach the Russian patrol and advise them that “they had been
detained in retaliation for their detention of a US patrol vehicle at location X for Y minutes.” It was not
uncommon that we were forced to release the Russian vehicle in the interest of their safety in less than the
specified period, as West Berlin citizens would gather when they observed one of our detentions and
express their anger at the Russians.
I have often been asked about the name “Checkpoint Charlie”. It was one of three East Zone access points
for the U.S. Military: “Alpha” at Helmstedt on the East/West German Border; “Bravo” on the Autobahn
entering West Berlin and “Charlie” in the city. Control of all three was by MPs and while there were
VOPOs present at each location, Americans crossing those borders only submitted to control by the Russians.
After my two years of Infantry service in Munich, followed by one year of MP service in Berlin, I was
selected to attend the Military Police Career Officer’s Course at Fort Gordon, Georgia to learn the duties
of an MP company grade officer, ironically after having already commanded what was at that time the
largest and one of the most challenging of the MP Corps’ companies. By that time, I was very satisfied
with my experience as an Army officer and decided to continue to serve in the Army rather than to seek
lateral entry to the FBI. Following the career course, I attended graduate school in Police Administration
at Michigan State University, followed by command of another MP Company, the 527th MP Company in
Saigon, RVN. Later in my career, in 1975, I was selected to attend the FBI National Academy, a threemonth resident course, at the FBI Academy at Quantico, Virginia. That experience began a long and close
association with the FBI worldwide and fulfilled my early aspirations to join the Federal Law Enforcement
community.
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A Step Back in Wilmington History – Pearsall Memorial Presbyterian Church Time
Capsule – Allan Turner, SENCLand Sentinel Editor
Back on June 13, 2019 my wife Anna Marie and I attended the final worship service for Pearsall Memorial Presbyterian Church (PMPC) located at 3902 Market Street here in Wilmington. This was a sad
event for me and everyone in attendance that day. PMPC held its first service in 1914 and continued to
do so every week for the next 105 years. Declining membership, financial woes, and damage from Hurricane Florence in 2018 finally sealed this church’s demise. My Mother- Rachel Pearsall Turner attended this church her entire life. She was born in 1921 and passed away in January 2014. This church –
next to her family was the love of her life and I recall thinking that had she lived to see this day it would
have broken her heart.
My parents were married at PMPC in January of 1944. My Father was a U.S. Army officer who had received orders to Camp Davis. I grew up and attended PMPC until the early 1980’s when I left to attend
my wife’s church. Lots of special memories for me. I was very active in the youth group and Sunday
school through high school. Fellow parishioner and veteran David Holloway and I made the decision to
join the U.S. Navy while attending this church – him in 1979 and me a year later in 1980.
PMPC was founded by my Great-Grandfather Oscar Pearsall who passed away in 1925. The church
building was constructed in 1913 in memory of his wife Rachel Whitfield Herring Pearsall who passed
away in 1901. PMPC’s first service was held in 1914.

Pearsall Memorial Presbyterian Church (PMPC) Builder’s Plaque – Photo StarNews Matt Born

The church thrived with a large and active membership throughout most of the 20 th century. Her most
notable pastor was Dr. B. Frank Hall who was also the head of the Philosophy and Religion Department
at UNCW. Our membership chair Al Schroetel and his wife Joanne were married there in 1966 with Dr.
Hall officiating. My daughter Rachel and her husband Greg were married there in November of 2016 in
what was probably PMPC’s last wedding.
A little over two years later after that sad final service, we learned that the purchaser of the church buildings and property – PBC Design + Build had located a time capsule behind the cornerstone of the sanctuary building. This group was not only preserving the church buildings but renovating them for future
use. They hosted an event for the removal and opening of this time capsule on Friday, September 24th
2021. When we arrived there, I was surprised to see our Surviving Spouse Liaison, Sandi Adams. It
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turns out that our former member, CAPT. David Spetrino, USN (ret), Sandi’s husband, was the father of
(and Sandi’s step son) Dave Spetrino, the founder of PBC Design + Build whose idea it was to have this
event to honor the memory and history of PMPC.
On the next few pages are photos of that wonderful event. I and the other descendants of Oscar Pearsall
who were there that day were entrusted with the safekeeping of the time capsule’s contents. The senior
cousin – Priscilla Wilson Judy took them home with her until we can decide on a final location. It was
certainly awe-inspiring to see documents and other items that had not seen the light of day for over 108
years. Think of all that had transpired during that time: World War I, the Roaring Twenties, followed by
the Great Depression, World War II, Korean War, Vietnam War, Civil Rights Movement, and 9/11 Terrorist Attacks – just to name a few. I started thinking about the number of cars on Market Street that had
driven past PMPC during that time and the number of people who had been born and died during those
years. I reflected also that everyone involved in the construction of that church and the time capsule had
long since passed away. I would not be born for another 44 years. In fact – my parents had not yet been
born when this box was sealed up and placed in the foundation!

Former Parishioners gather in front of PMPC on the afternoon of Friday 9/24/21 prior to removal of Time Capsule. PBC Design + Build Founder Dave Spetrino in Blue Shirt on right. - Photo StarNews Matt Born

Cornerstone location of Time Capsule which was the sealed tin box in the upper right corner of the opening
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Former PMPC Parishioners and Great-Grandchildren of Oscar Pearsall: Allan Turner, Bobby Wilson, and Victor Pearsall
carry the time capsule after its extraction. Photo StarNews Matt Born

PBC Design + Build Employee carefully cuts seal of Time Capsule while Victor Pearsall and Dave Spetrino look on.

1913 Dime inside of Time Capsule - Photo StarNews Matt Born
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Reading Letter penned by my Great-Grandfather and PMPC Founder Oscar Pearsall enclosed in Time Capsule

February 5 & 6, 1913 Copies of Wilmington Evening Dispatch and Morning Star inside Time Capsule

February 1913 Statement from Hanover Iron Works who installed original PMPC Heating System
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SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Al Schroetel, Allen Allegretto
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 or
Allen Allegretto at AllegrettoA@yahoo.com) or 910-617-2307

SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.
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MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.

Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July and August) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We
want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each
other and support our local military and veteran communities. Our newsletter is distributed electronically by email to our members when published. Current and previous editions are also available on our
website at https://sencland.org/documents/.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the
15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.
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837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com
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