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June 2022 Message from President Joe Irrera jaiiraq06@yahoo.com
Greetings!
Welcome to our newest Chapter members: Col Andrew P. Dwyer, USMC (ret.) and his wife Marty;
LtCol John V. Heitman, USAF (Ret.) and his wife Carolyn; Capt. Tom Irrera, USMC. Tom and his wife
Erika live in Charlotte, but frequently visit Wilmington – and yes we’re related. He’s my younger
brother.
We were saddened to learn of the passing of WWII Veteran CPT Bob Millar, USAF. Although not an
official chapter member, he had attended some of the recent meetings and had become a friend to many
of us.
Annual June Pig Pickin is happening 3 June at Long Leaf Park, Wilmington, where we will enjoy
some delicious BBQ, fried chicken, and fixin’s. Congratulations to the recipients of our 2022 JROTC
Scholarship Programs. Please plan on joining us, but don’t forget that you must preregister and pay NLT
1 Jun. Full details are provided in the Programs section.
Our monthly member profile features our Coast Guard Service Director LCDR Frank Roberts, USCG
(ret). He presents a very interesting story of his Coast Guard career and the many ways he is giving back
to his community. Please see Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items.
In the same section, our USN Service Director – Tom Welke, noted that June 2022 is the 80th anniversary of the 1942 Battle of Midway. He has provided a personal story from a late friend on this very significant battle that marked the turning point in the War in the Pacific.
Saturday 30 April marked the return of the Honor Flight program to ILM. A plane load of WWII, Korea,
and Vietnam veterans and their guardians made the trip to the Washington DC War memorial. Please
see Chrissy Sanford’s report and some photos in Members in the News – And Other Interesting
Items. Here is a picture of Roz Mills and me at the Welcome Home Ceremony.

My deepest thanks and appreciation to John Butler, President and Director of the Brunswick County
Civil War Round Table for his very interesting and informative presentation on significant Civil War
battle sites in Brunswick and New Hanover County at our 03 May monthly meeting.
The Sea Cadet Torpedo Squadron continues to grow and these youngsters are learning more and more
each month. Please see Guy Simmons and Frank Roberts report under Chapter Community Programs.
Please mark your calendar for our 7/30/22 social at the Hanover Seaside Club. Please see Jim Jackson’s
info under Programs.
.
Happy Birthday to all our June members; May you have many more happy, healthy years ahead.
A big HOOAH to the men and women of the US Army on the occasion of its 247th Birthday on 14 June.
You have served this Nation well.

Programs
From our Program Chairman Jim Jackson………
On Friday 3 June, we will have our Annual Scholarship Presentations at Shelter #4 Long Leaf Park,
Wilmington. This year we are honored to present scholarships to five very deserving individuals.
Menu (Catered by Smithfield’s Chicken and Barbeque)
Chopped/Shredded Barbeque
Fried Chicken
Cole Slaw
Brunswick stew
Hushpuppies
Cookies for Dessert
Priced at $25.00 (includes food items above plus beer, wine, soft drinks, bottled water, iced tea)
RESERVATIONS REQUIRED
• Price: $25/person. Payment in advance received NLT June 1st is required so we can notify our catering
business partner of expected needs.
• Payment Options: Electronic option using our Website www.sencland.org in the “News and Events”
Section to process your payment or just click on this link: https://sencland.org/journal/.
For those who desire to send payment by USPS, please send so it can be received by our Treasurer NLT
June 1st. Her Chapter Address is: SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA, P.O. Box 10015 Wilmington, NC
28404.
• Our program will feature recognition of JROTC Scholarship Winners recipients for 2022.
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May Meeting Our May meeting was held on Tuesday 3 May at the Island Way Restaurant on Oak Island. Mr. John Butler, gave a very informative and interesting presentation on significant Civil War battle sites in the lower Cape Fear Region – Specifically in Brunswick and New Hanover County. His
presentation centered on the strategic importance of the port of Wilmington and the three railroads that
fanned out from there for receiving overseas goods and then shipping them on to the Confederate forces.
General Lee’s forces could not survive without this flow of material and General Grant knew he had to
take Wilmington in order to hasten the end of the war and give relief to his forces at Richmond.

Mr. John Butler Presents his remarks at the 03 May Meeting
Upcoming Programs for 2022
30 July
2 August
13 Sep
4 Oct
1 Nov
5 Dec

Hanover Seaside Club Wrightsville Beach – 5:00pm-7:30pm
Drinks and heavy hors d’oeuvres (Socializing only – no Program)
Summer Break
Blue Water – Program TBD
CAPT Matt Baer, USCG – Coast Guard Sector Commander, North Carolina
Bluewater – Program TBD
Bluewater – Special Holiday Program

*Announcing a Special Mid-Summer Event at the Hanover Seaside Club in Wrightsville Beach!
Please mark your calendar for the following upcoming event:
By popular demand, SENCLAND Chapter has once again reserved the Hanover Seaside Club, 601 S
Lumina Ave, Wrightsville Beach, NC for July 30, 2022 from 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm for a social event
without a speaker or business meeting. 70 attendees enjoyed the venue last year so we plan to repeat it
this summer. PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDAR, save the date and plan to attend. We will have
heavy hors d’oeuvres, beer, wine, soft drinks, ice teas, and water will be provided. Look for more details in June including info on RSVP’s, price, parking etc. This event is a great opportunity to invite your
friends eligible for membership who might be interested in joining our Chapter.
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Chapter Website Updates– Submitted by Allen Allegretto, Webmaster
The Chapter Website http://www.sencland.org provides coverage on recent News and Events, Legislative Affairs, Photo Gallery, and Outreach as well as Our Heritage. It has new information each month
for your use with important time-sensitive posts displayed on the Home page under
Important News ▼. Our chapter calendar shows upcoming events and a convenient link is provided
for our SENCLAND Facebook page.
For your convenience you can make online donations and dues payments from the Membership
page. And you can find this newsletter and prior editions on the Documents page.
Our complete membership roster is available on the website in a password-protected area. If you need
help logging onto the website to view chapter the roster, please email or call Allen Allegretto (AllegrettoA@yahoo.com or 910-617-2307).

Membership Update – Submitted by Al Schroetel, Membership Chair
We are pleased to welcome our newest Chapter members:
- Andrew P. Dwyer, Col, USMC (ret). Drew and Marty live in Wilmington
- John V. Heitman, LtCol, USAF (ret.). John and Carolyn live in Surf City.
- Thomas “Tom” Irrera, former Captain, USMC. Tom and Erika live in Charlotte, but
frequently visit Wilmington
We were saddened to learn of the passing of WWII Veteran and P-37 pilot CPT Bob Millar, USAF. Although Bob had not joined the chapter, he had attended some of the recent meetings.
Here is a link to his obituary: https://www.dignitymemorial.com/obituaries/wilmington-nc/robert-millar10748554/amp
We love guests! This is a great time to invite a friend to one of our monthly meetings or special events.
Not only are guests always welcome, but this is also one of the ways that we can make potential members aware of the benefits of Chapter membership.
We try to keep abreast of the status of all of our members, so please let me know any significant life
events or relocations of our members. Just send an e-mail to downeast@bellsouth.net or text me at 910352-4378.
Contact information for the Chapter’s members is available in the password protected section of the
Chapter’s website. This membership roster is updated every month so you will always have the most
current list. If you would like assistance accessing that section, please contact me at downeast@bellsouth.net or Allen Allegretto at allegrettoa@yahoo.com.
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Chapter Community Programs
Wilmington Sea Cadet Program –Submitted by Frank Roberts, USCG Service Director
The Sea Cadets drilled on May 7th at the USCG Station at Wrightsville Beach. The cadets numbered 13
this meeting. After initial interaction with the Stations mascots, the cadets proceeded with their morning
check in duties. They watched videos on summer Training, Discussion & Promotion Recognitions. Afterward, they conducted their Physical training, field drills and military courtesy training. Lunch was
enjoyed on the mess deck and immediately after lunch the cadets donned life vests. The Stations personnel then took over the Cadets where they received Indoctrination on the Station’s “45 footers” (45’
Response Boats). The Cadets got underway, performed drills, received much nautical training and understanding of waterway rules and aids to navigation. The Cadets had an enjoyable weekend of "hands
on" training!
JROTC Support, Veteran Scholarships, & Veteran Outreach
Thanks to everyone who donated to the scholarship/outreach programs this past year. Please continue to
consider a donation to these worthwhile projects in 2022. The need for these funds continues and we are
always accepting applications for outreach support.
JROTC Leadership Awards Support – Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship
Chair
Here is a list of this year’s JROTC MOAA Leadership Medals awardees:
Hoggard HS NJROTC
Cadet Brianne Medlin
New Hanover HS AJROTC
Cadet CSM Joseph Emran
Laney HS AFJROTC
Cadet 1LT My’Hessa S. Andrews (22)
Cadet LTC Garrett A. Powell (21)
Ashley HS NJROTC
Cadet Kayleb Wray
North Brunswick HS AJROTC
Cadet CPT Pedro Sierra
West Brunswick HS AJROTC
Cadet Hunter Evans
South Brunswick HS AJROTC
Cadet Hailee Rashell
Lejeune HS MCJROTC
Cadet Michael Olivo
Northside HS AFJROTC
Cadet David Palmer
Heide Trask HS AJROTC
Cadet Destiny Wooten
Pender HS AJROTC
Cadet Ethan Psioda
Wallace-Rose Hill HS AJROTC
Cadet LTC Jennifer Sanchez
East Duplin HS AJROTC
Cadet CPT Christine Gonzalez
Cadet CSM Yahir Medrano
James Kenan HS AJROTC
Cadet MAJ Isai Gomez-Arana
West Columbus HS AJROTC
Cadet CPT Jose M. Cruz-Carbajal
Cadet PFC Jonathon R. Evans
South Columbus HS AJROTC
Cadet CPT Cameron Reynolds
East Columbus HS AJROTC
Cadet Thaiz Rodriguez
Whiteville HS AJROTC
Cadet CSM Cameron Singletary
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I would like to thank the following SENCLand members who have assisted me with the presentations:
Dave Foster, John Stewart, Allan Turner, John Klotsko, Lee Hanna, and Gary Green.
2022 SENCLAND JROTC Scholarships -– Submitted by LTC LeeRoy Hanna, Leadership/Scholarship Chair
On June 3 we will make the formal presentation of scholarships to five very worthy candidates from this
area. This year’s recipients are:
Garrett Powell
EA Laney HS

UNC-Chapel Hill
Education Physical Ed

Air Force Goal
Father Army E-5

Hunter Evans
West Brunswick HS

NC State
Law & Justice (Criminology)

SMP Reserves

Willie Murray III
Wallace-Rose Hill HS

James Sprunt CC
Undecided

Monica Cherry-Randall
East Columbus HS

NC A&T State University
Nursing

Father Army E4

Delaney Larson
North Brunswick HS

UNC-Charlotte
Dentistry

Father E7 Navy

College transfer to Gardner-Webb
Father Army E4

Veteran Outreach – Submitted by COL Mike Apicella, Outreach Chair
My thanks also to everyone who donated to the Outreach programs this past year. Please continue to
consider a donation to these worthwhile projects in 2022. In addition, note the Outreach Application
from the SENCLAND Website. We are in the process of requesting funds from the National MOAA
foundation. I would appreciate any applications or input for the Outreach program. Critical areas that
the MOAA Foundation Grant Program funds are the following: Housing, Food Assistance, Employment, Health (including behavior health), Family support, Community reintegration, financial assistance, Legal assistance, Transportation, and Emergency relief.
Thanks for your support, Mike Apicella
Veteran Education Assistance Grants - Submitted by Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret)
I've been in contact with Bonnie Carper about a scholarship program in Jim Carper's memory. She gave
me a lot of feedback on how she envisions the program working. Once I present the recommendations
to the BOD, I will report the outcome. Also, I encourage our members to continue their generous support of the Veteran Education Assistance Grants program. We present these grants yearly to deserving,
qualifying Veteran students at UNC Wilmington, Brunswick Community College, and Cape Fear Community College. For many, these awards make a difference in them being successful in pursuing their
educational and career goals.
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA, (ret)
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Sandi Adams, Surviving Spouse Coordinator

The VA Office of Survivor Assistance has a new phone number: 202-461-9383.
The Office of Survivors Assistance (OSA) was established to serve as a resource regarding all benefits
and services furnished by the Department to Survivors and Dependents of deceased Veterans and members of the Armed Forces. OSA also serves as a principal advisor to the Secretary of Veterans Affairs
and promotes the use of VA benefits, programs and services to survivors.
Additionally, MOAA’s Surviving Spouse Virtual chapter holds Zoom meetings the second or third
Tuesday of each month. Sign up by filling out the application at this link to the online application and
emailing to mssvc02@gmail.com. You can also print out the application, fill it out by hand and mail via
USPS to the address on the form.
Here’s a link to the article on the MOAA national website: https://www.moaa.org/content/publicationsand-media/news-articles/2019-news-articles/surviving-spouse-corner-surviving-spouse-virtual-chapter/
MOAA’s Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter is an affinity group whose members share information and
ideas with others in a virtual environment. After starting the virtual meetings through quarterly teleconferences, the Surviving Spouse Virtual Chapter now meets monthly through Zoom. Almost 40 states are
represented in the membership. This chapter is intended to be an enhancement to, rather than take the
place of, geographic chapters, and there are no dues.
Sandi Adams
910-443-0470
earlsandi@gmail.com

Wellness Coordinator’s Corner – Leon Rooks
From the Wellness Corner.........
Hope this newsletter finds all doing well. The first half of the year has been busy and the summer break
will be welcomed. Your Chapter has remained diligent on completing set goals in spite of the
interruptions of the past two years.
Come join us in at Long Leaf Park for a great meeting on June 3rd. It will be a delicious BBQ picnic
with all the fixin’s.
Once again, please let me know or any board member know that if you or someone else, family, is in the
hospital we would like to know so we can call, send a card or do whatever we can to help in anyway.
We care about our members and families...
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Please remember our veterans this Memorial Day and the cost of Freedom. I hope everyone has a
wonderful and safe summer....
Some Notable History in June over the years...
June 6, 1944, D-Day 78th Anniversary
June 14, 1775 Flag Day
June 22, 1942 Congress recognized the Pledge of Allegiance to our country and flag
June 25, 1952, Beginning of the Korean War
Leon Rooks
Wellness Committee
leon.rooks@hotmail.com or 910-799-2488.

Legislative Affairs May 2022 – by Barry Coyle, Legislative Affairs Chair
In Washington
MOAA completed a successful annual “Advocacy in Action” campaign during the month of April.
MOAA representatives contacted all 535 members of Congress to discuss MOAA’s three 2022 focus
Goals - Military Pay Raise at 4.6% per the Employment Cost Index (ECI); the Richard Star Act
(concurrent receipt of military retired pay and VA disability compensation for combat-injured
veterans); the Stop Copay Overpay Act seeking reduction of mental health care copays that were
more than doubled through military health system reforms. Your Chapter’s “Advocacy in Action”
team (Ken Klassen, Joe Irrera and David Lee) conducted a Zoom meeting with a member of Representative Rouzer’s (NC-7) staff on April 27. Nationwide, more than 7500 MOAA members submitted post
cards or letters in support of the “Advocacy in Action” goals. MOAA will continue advocacy efforts for
these goals for the rest of 2022.
President Biden submitted his FY2023 Budget Request on 28 March 2022 (almost two months late). This
starts the process for development of the annual National Defense Authorization Act. MOAA will publish
its annual Legislative Goals for 2023 after analyzing the budget request.
In North Carolina
The NC General Assembly reconvened on 18 May for the Short Session. So far neither House has considered any legislation of interest to veterans, retirees or Active-Duty Military personnel.

New Hanover County Veterans’ Council (NHCVC) – Bob Doleman, Chapter Representative
Bob asks all members to please check with the other veterans’ organizations you might belong to see if
they need any help. Bob can be reached at doleman1936@hotmail.com or 910-399-2404.

Upcoming Items of Interest
MOAA SENCLand Nametags Available for Purchase – Chris Morin, Nametag Program
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The Chapter is offering the opportunity for members and their spouses to purchase engraved plastic
nametags. The cost of the nametags are $15 per nametag and they will be the same style and size as in
the past (with a magnetic clasp).
We will order Quarterly or when we have at least 10 paid orders.
There are two ways to order:
 ON-LINE:
o Step #1: Click on the following link: https://sencland.org/journal/?id=1629041234
This will take you to a window where you can pay for your nametag or nametags. (If that
link does not work, go to the SENCLAND Website (https://sencland.org) and click on the
words “News & Events” on the home page)
o

Step #2: Send an e-mail to Chris Morin at villa_morin@hotmail.com including
the information you want on the nametag (name, including nick name if you prefer,
Branch of military service, rank and current duty status (Retired, former, active
duty). Nametags for spouses only require the spouse’s name and / or nickname if desired. Use the form below as a guide.


US Postal Service MAIL:
o Step #1: Complete the information on the form below and mail it with a check made out
to SENCLAND MOAA ($15.00 per ordered nametag) to:
SENCLAND Chapter of MOAA, PO Box 10015, Wilmington NC 28404

SENCLAND NAME TAG
NAME/RANK/SERVICE BRANCH/STATUS
1
FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________
RANK ________________
SERVICE BRANCH ______________________
STATUS _______________
Active Duty, Reserve or Guard, Retired, Former Officer (not retired)
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2
(Form for a
spouse’s
nametag)

FIRST/NICK NAME ______________
LAST NAME __________________

Orders will be placed as soon as we have enough completed orders to meet the minimum required by the
supplier, but no later than each calendar quarter.
When the nametags are received they will be available for pickup at Chapter luncheons or other events.
If you have any questions, please contact Chris at villa_morin@hotmail.com or 703-798-1754.

(Example of completed nametag)

Members in the News – And Other Interesting Items
Saturday, 30 April - Return of the Honor Flight to the Cape Fear Area – Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret)
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I'm pleased to report that the inaugural Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area was a huge success. 73 Veterans and guardians went on the trip 30 April 2022. All agreed it was an once-in-a-lifetime opportunity
for them to share their military experiences with their brothers and sisters-in-arms in a safe, non-threatening environment. Our weather was perfect, the travel arrangements worked perfectly, the meals were
refreshing and plentiful, and the monuments, memorials, and Arlington's Changing of the Guard were
inspirational yet emotionally draining for many of our Veterans. Several of our Sencland MOAA members went as Veterans, guardians, and staff. All the preparations, logistics, and countless emails, texts,
and meetings all came to fruition as we celebrated our local Veterans.
The Honor Flight of the Cape Fear Area's website will soon include pictures, and updated information,
along with new Veteran, guardian, and volunteer applications. https://www.honorflightcfa.org/. I encourage everyone to apply for the 2023 Honor Flight experience. You qualify if your service was prior
to 1975. Trust me, you won't regret it. Please let me know if you have any questions.
Chrissy Sanford, COL, USA (ret).
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Flag Day – June 14th Submitted by LtCol Gary Green USAF (ret), 1st VP

Also called National Flag Day, in the United States, is a day honoring the national flag and is observed
on June 14. The holiday commemorates the date in 1777 when the United States approved the design for
its first national flag.
The U.S. Flag Code states, “The flag, when it is in such condition that it is no longer a fitting emblem
for display, should be destroyed in a dignified way, preferably by burning.”
The Lower Cape Fear Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution will conduct a Flag Retirement
Ceremony at Oakdale Cemetery, 520 N 15th St, Wilmington, NC entrance at 9:00 AM on Tuesday
6/14/2022.
If you have a U.S. Flag that needs to be properly retired, there is a box just before the entrance to
Oakdale Cemetery where your flag can be placed. Just open the top and set it inside.

The Stamp Defiance Chapter, Daughters of the American Revolution, and Boy Scout Troop 232 will
participate with the logistical support of All Star Flags of Wilmington.
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80th Anniversary of the Battle of Midway - Submitted by CAPT Tom Welke, USN (ret); USN
Service Director

USS YORKTOWN (CV-5)

Yeoman Frank Boo

This June marks the 80th Anniversary of the Battle of Midway which took place on June 4–7, 1942.
This was only six months after Japan's attack on Pearl Harbor and the United States ‘entry into World
War II. The U.S. Navy under Admirals Chester W. Nimitz, Frank J. Fletcher, and Raymond A. Spruance defeated an attacking fleet of the Imperial Japanese Navy under Admirals Isoroku Yamamoto,
Chūichi Nagumo, and Nobutake Kondō near Midway Atoll inflicting devastating damage on the Japanese fleet during this battle. The Battle of Midway was the major turning point for the war in the Pacific
and one of the most impressive naval battles of all time.
Whenever I hear discussions on the Battle of Midway, or read about this battle, I immediately think of
my late friend Chief Warrant Officer Frank “Billy” Boo, USN (ret). At the time, Frank was the Senior
Yeoman for Admiral Frank J. Fletcher during the early part of World War II serving with him onboard
the aircraft carrier USS YORKTOWN (CV-5). His primary job was to keep a “war diary” for Admiral
Fletcher’s task force.
Four weeks prior to the Battle of Midway, Frank was on YORKTOWN to witness the first ever battle
between carrier-based planes at the Battle of Coral Sea. Frank remembered that on one occasion, the
two carrier forces were so close (estimated 19 miles) that several Japanese pilots mistook the YORKTOWN for their own aircraft carrier and signaled permission to land. Frank said that the YORKTOWN’s gunners hesitated firing on the Japanese planes for fear of hitting their own planes. Unfortunately, YORKTOWN was badly damaged during the battle of Coral Sea with significant loss of life.
Following the Battle of Coral Sea, YORKTOWN returned to Pearl Harbor. After one of the fastest repair efforts in history – 48 hours - she joined the carriers USS ENTERPRISE (CV-6) and USS HORNET (CV-8), along with other navy warships and support ships, about 200 miles northeast of Midway.
On June 4th, 1942 the Japanese attacked. Frank was at battle stations in the flag plot when the first Japanese aircraft attacked. Three bombs hit YORKTOWN - one dropping near the island with the flag plot.
Frank said that the black smoke forced all men onto the open deck. Between one of the attacks, Frank
joined Admiral Fletcher and other Officers in a whaleboat departing the YORKTOWN for the cruiser
USS ASTORIA. Shortly after boarding ASTORIA (CA-34), Frank found himself flat on his back following a Japanese torpedo attack which didn’t damage the ASTORIA, but further damaged the YORKTOWN, leading to an abandon ship command.
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Frank convinced Admiral Fletcher to let him return to the badly damaged YORKTOWN with a salvage
party to recover his war reports from the Battle of Coral Sea. Frank found a ghost ship with no electricity and rows of dead sailors laid out under canvas. With a battle lantern, he accompanied the Commanding Officer of YORKTOWN on a search of the ship looking for men left behind when “abandon ship”
was ordered. None were found.
Unfortunately, Frank could not locate the Coral Sea logs. After departing YORKTOWN, Frank was
transferred to the destroyer USS GWIN (DD-433). That night, when Frank was sleeping, GWIN
dropped a shallow depth charge on a Japanese submarine. From that explosion Frank permanently lost
50 percent of his hearing.
On the morning of June 7th, Franks watched the mighty YORKTOWN upend and plunge into the ocean
from a few thousand feet away.
Despite the loss of the USS YORKTOWN, the American Naval force prevailed sinking all four Japanese aircraft carriers. Frank spoke to many groups over the years on the Battle of Midway. He passed
away in 2014 at the age of 95. I am proud to call Frank’s son Commander Gary Boo, USN (ret), one of
my best friends, and I thank him for providing me this information.

June Profile – Our USCG Service Director: LCDR Frank Roberts,
USCG (ret).
On the morning of Tuesday 4/12/2022, I had the pleasure of interviewing our U.S. Coast Guard Service
Director – LCDR Frank Roberts, USCG (ret). In addition to serving on the Board of SENCLand
MOAA, Frank has done amazing volunteer work in our community including, but not limited to re-establishing the local Sea Cadet Chapter working with chapter member CAPT Guy Simmons USN (ret)
and he also does many other efforts to help our veteran community. Here is Frank’s story.

Still Semper Paratus! Frank Roberts rescuing a pelican to cut out hook and line caught in its foot and
wing
I was born in Rome, GA in 1958. My Father was a career Army combat engineer with the 1st Air Cavalry who served three tours in Vietnam and my Mother was from Trieste, Italy. My parents met while he
was serving in Italy and my older sister Patrizia, (Pat) was born in Vicenza, Italy
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We managed to spend most of my childhood in Fayetteville due to my Father’s deployments. I graduated from South View High School (Go Tigers!) in nearby Hope Mills, NC in 1976. I was a starting center for the school’s Varsity Football Team. One of our main rivals was Terry Sanford High School in
Fayetteville. During one of our games against them I repeatedly took out one of their star defensive linemen who was being actively scouted by several of the large NC universities. After that game, I found
myself being scouted by these same teams but had my heart set on joining the U.S. Coast Guard.
Prior to graduation, I came down to Wilmington to talk with the Coast Guard Recruiter, complete my
ASVAB and signed all of the paperwork to join up. I reported to Coast Guard recruit training in Cape
May, NJ that summer and so began my 26.5 year career. After recruit training, I was assigned to the
U.S. Coast Guard Base at Gloucester City, NJ. I was only there less than a year and received a humanitarian transfer to Oak Island so I could be close to home. Unfortunately, my Mother was diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer and passed away at the age of 46. I was just 19.
I was then ordered to Boatswain’s Mate “A” School in Yorktown, VA and after graduation received orders to the USCGC WESTWIND (WAGB-281) and was assigned to the Deck force.

USCGC WESTWIND (WAGB-281)
WESTWIND was one of seven “Wind” class icebreakers. A lot of us may remember the USCGC
NORTHWIND (WAGB-282) which was homeported in Wilmington for many years, which was of the
same class. WESTWIND was homeported in Milwaukee, WI, but during the time I served on her, we
were only there 3-4 months. This vessel was constantly underway performing ice breaking duties in the
Great Lakes and other areas in the Midwest and Northeast. For about six months of my time I was TAD
to Miami, FL where I served on 82’ and 95’ patrol craft around the Caribbean and Fort Lauderdale/Miami area doing drug interdiction and other patrol duties. These craft were overseen by a 210’ cutter serving as a Command and Control platform.
After that, I was back to WESTWIND and finished up my commitment and had also made it to Boatswain’s Mate Second Class (BM2). I was ready to attend college and a high school buddy of mine who
was finishing up his four years in the Marine Corps and I had both applied and been accepted to Appalachian State University (ASU) in Boone, NC. I was able to get released from active duty two weeks early
so I could start ASU in 1980. After about two years at ASU, I really started to miss the Coast Guard and
wanted to re-affiliate, this time in the Reserves. So I traveled to Greensboro – which was where the nearest Coast Guard recruiter was only to be told that the Coast Guard Reserve was not interested in prior
service members! I was devastated. The Petty Officer I talked to did take down all of my contact and
prior service information in case anything changed.
Well, a few days later, the phone in my apartment rang and it was Yeoman Chief Petty Officer (YNC)
Oathes, whom I had served with on the WESTWIND. He was also the one who helped secure my early
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release, and made sure all of my discharge processing was done correctly. As fate would have it, YNC
Oathes was now in charge of the Greensboro recruiting office and noticed that I had come in a few days
earlier. He immediately dispelled my disappointment by telling me that this policy did not apply to me
and I would be more than welcome to affiliate with one of the three reserve units in North Carolina. As I
wanted to be back on the water, I was assigned to USCG Station Wrightsville Beach.
So – every month I was making the drive from Boone to Wrightsville Beach and back until I graduated
with a Bachelors in Criminal Justice and a Masters in Political Administration. You definitely don’t do
this for the money as my weekend gigs prior to going back in was bartending at which I made a few
hundred dollars each time. My weekend reserve pay for a BM2 at the time was around $75.00 – and I
had to pay my own way for travel! However, I was delighted to be back in and greatly enjoyed the work
and the camaraderie.
One annual event I greatly enjoyed and one that my boat crew excelled at was the annual boat competitions between the Small Boat Station crews. Most of my fellow reservists were a little older and a more
seasoned than our active duty counterparts. Our experience and maturity factor often came into play during these exercises and more often than not our final scores were very close to or exceeded the active
duty boats. These operational exercises started with a full dress inspection, followed by several days of
intense drills. During one of these exercises, the Rear Admiral who was Commander, Fifth Coast Guard
District conducted our inspection at which we were judged to be flawless. He also rode our boat and
closely observed us operate. He walked away extremely impressed with our operational and boarding
skills. As part of this exercise and with a crew of four, we located and boarded a “rogue” vessel with 13
crewmembers on board. These crewmembers as part of their role were instructed to not only offer resistance, but hide upon boarding. Our craft’s crew was the only one who located and “arrested” all thirteen! (CWO McIntosh, another Sencland member was in charge of the boarding team!)
When I completed my studies, I was commissioned as an Ensign in the Coast Guard Reserve with a specialty in Operations and was assigned to the Marine Safety Office in Wilmington.
When Operation Desert Shield (ODS) started up in 1990, I was recalled to active duty for one year. I
was assigned port security duties for Wilmington, Sunny Point, and Morehead City. During that time,
there was a constant stream of deep-draft traffic navigating the Cape Fear River with ordnance loadout
from Sunny Point as well a stream of Marine Corps and Army hardware and rolling stock being loaded
out at Wilmington and Morehead City State Port Facilities.
One particularly challenging loadout at the Wilmington State Ports at that time was the USNS POLLUX
(T-AKR 290). POLLUX is one of 8 ALGOL Class Fast Sealift Support Ships operated by Military Sealift Command that were in heavy use during ODS. The problem was that POLLUX is 946 feet in length
and draws almost 40 feet of water when fully loaded. The depth of the Cape Fear River in that time period was 36’, so this had several feet for error once this vessel was loaded. As the U.S. Army reps on site
wanted to load as much possible ordnance on this vessel (for obvious reasons, but correspondingly increasing the draft), our Captain of the Port had to negotiate very carefully with them to make them understand that this monster vessel running aground in the Cape Fear River would not be a good scenario!
Fortunately, this worked out and POLLUX departed Wilmington on a high tide at 36’ drafted load and
sailed off to the Persian Gulf.
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USNS POLLUX (T-AKR 290)
Also, during that time I helped develop the Port Security Plans for Wilmington and Morehead City, NC
ports; serving further with waterside security at the ports of Charleston, SC; Savannah, GA; and Jacksonville, FL.
After my release from active duty, I returned to reserve status and resumed work on my civilian careers.
I had invested in some bars in Myrtle Beach and worked for the Pinkerton Agency doing security work.
I spent several years working for a car rental agency primarily around Charlotte, the western parts of
North Carolina, and all of South Carolina. For a while I worked in the Atlanta area for this agency as
they were experiencing a lot of thefts and I was sent down to help deal with that.
I then took a job with the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) working on board their dredge fleets
and was assigned to the Dredge FRY.

USACE Dredge FRY operates off of Bogue Inlet, NC
While working aboard FRY, I completed the requirements for my U.S. Coast guard 1600 ton Master’s
License which opened up a lot of opportunities for me. This license allowed me to get a job serving as
Master aboard the Motor Yacht (MY) GOLDEN GREEK that was built by the Italian Yacht Company
Benetti. GOLDEN GREEK was about 114 feet in length and had a draft of about 10 feet.
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MY GOLDEN GREEK (now named SALEE)
I greatly enjoyed working with the owner of this vessel who treated me very kindly and paid me very
well. The flexibility I enjoyed with the USACE allowed me time to also do this role which I did for
about three years. The owner preferred the inland waters to the open ocean and so I found myself taking
him up the Intracoastal Waterway (ICW). The ICW is constantly dredged to have a depth of 12 feet, so I
had to be extremely careful to keep her in the channels and be astutely aware of where the ICW had a
tendency to shoal up. The owner noticed that I seemed to be extremely focused and quiet when I was in
those situations and he asked me why. I replied that I was just being extremely careful so that I did not
run his beautiful vessel aground. He enjoyed entertaining while underway and liked for me to wear my
white uniform with the four Captain’s bars when coming in and out of port.
Because the owner kept her on the east coast of the United States, it was relatively easy for me to meet
her wherever she was and then debark once settled in port for a while. This was a pretty lucrative gig for
me, but one day the owner announced he was selling her to another person who wanted to put her in the
yards in Miami and extend her length by 25 feet. He asked if I would take her down to this yard to
which I agreed. The channel that led up to the boatyard was very winding and narrow. This proved to be
a very tricky situation to get this vessel to its location without running aground or hitting another vessel
as our bow thrusters had become inoperable! The channel was also lined with a lot of other multi-million dollar yachts and on one very tight turn I had the mates put out fenders to cushion any blows we
might encounter. Moored at this same turn was Eric Clapton’s yacht – the BLUE GUITAR. GOLDEN
GREEK and BLUE GUITAR came within fifteen feet of each other – but fortunately no closer.
The new owner really wanted me to continue on as Master, but his plans were to be based in either Miami or the Bahamas, and use her to cruise around the Mediterranean Sea. I thought hard about this, but
concluded I would have had to uproot my wife and kids from North Carolina, buy a house in the Bahamas and still be away from home a lot more than I cared to, so I declined.
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Frank’s Kids – Melinda, William, and Jonathan
I came back to Wilmington and founded Frank Roberts Construction Co., Inc., and also joined the New
Hanover County Veterans Council in 1992. Tommy Townsend, a retired Air Force Major and local educator was my mentor. He also got me involved in the Reserve Officer’s Association (ROA) and in 1996
I was selected as the “Outstanding Coast Guard Junior Officer of the Year.” I also started working
closely with then Congressman Mike McIntyre on his Military and Veterans Advocacy Council and he
eventually asked me to be his Chairperson.

Frank being awarded the ROA’s USCG Jr Officer of the Year – 1996
My reserve Coast Guard career continued and in 1998 I was assigned as Officer in Charge of Mobile
Support Unit (MSU) in Curtis Bay, Maryland. The MSU role was to support Coast Guard Patrol Craft
when deployed. It was also capable of supporting the Navy’s CYCLONE class patrol craft. I did that
role for about three years and was then assigned to the Marine Safety Office (MSO) in Wilmington.
A former Storekeeper named Terrance I had previously served with and I got involved in a project at the
request of Alaska Congressman Don Young (who passed away in March 2022). This project was to assist the people of Utrik Atoll in the Marshall Islands. This area had been deeply affected by radiation
from the nuclear tests on nearby Bikini Atoll in the 1950’s. This had not been anticipated at the time of
the tests but Utrik and other surrounding areas had significant deposits of Cesium that had blown into
the area with the force of the explosions. A lot of the population had suffered (and died) from various
forms of cancer attributed to these tests.
The population in this area was rapidly dwindling. All of the men of working age were leaving for jobs
elsewhere and there was little to no infrastructure. We started working with Senator Yamamoro of the
Marshall Islands to come up with a plan to help build a hotel and other infrastructure that would not only
provide jobs, but also help bring some tourism to this beautiful area of the world. We met with the US
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Ambassador to the Marshall Islands. With his letter of support, I then started talks with CPT/MAJ John
Long, USA to obtain a surplus U.S. Army Landing Craft that could be used to ferry building materials
for not only this hotel project but also for building fresh water and sanitation/waste disposal facilities.
This landing craft would ferry materials from the Capital of Majuro which was about 370 miles away
from Utrik. The Army had three surplus Landing Craft, Mechanized (LCM-8) Craft, commonly referred
to as “Mike” boats and we set to work to lay claim to one of them for Utrik. All of this was going well
until 9/11/01.
After that, as we all know the world changed – dramatically. Among other things, transfers of surplus
DOD material was halted and this plan and all the work we put into it fizzled out.
Once again, I found myself recalled to active duty. This time for three years and was put in charge of
port security for Wilmington and Morehead City and was also tasked with implementing the port security plan for the Coast Guard Facilities in these areas. I was getting everyone up to speed on the Incident
Command System (ICS) and the Maritime Transportation Security Act that was signed into law by President Bush in 2002. I worked for CAPT Bill Bennett followed by CAPT Jane Hartley, who was the Captain of the Port in Wilmington. We worked closely with Coast Guard Groups Ft Macon and Group
Cape Hatteras to provide a combined effort of both Marine Safety and Operations under “one umbrella”
which later became known as Coast Guard Sectors, with one O6 having responsibility over all State Marine Safety and Operations. The Group Commander of Fort Macon was then, CDR Dean Lee whom
later as Captain, became the first USCG NC Sector Commander for NC.
I was released from active duty in 2004, only to be recalled once more in 2005 to Haiti. Due to a medical issue I declined the recall and retired from the Coast Guard as a Lieutenant Commander with 26.5
years of service.
I had mentioned earlier that I had one sister. Her name was Pat Floyd. Pat was an extremely caring and
generous individual and was always involved in one endeavor or another to help the less fortunate. Her
husband operated a construction and remodeling company. When her husband would go in to work on a
remodel, Pat would collect the old furnishing and appliances – which were usually in still in fairly decent shape and hold yard sales. She was passionate about her ministry of collecting, refurbishing and
distributing clothes, toys and used household items. Her ministry became so large that it outgrew her
garage. So, she and her husband purchased another facility to have more room to expand. She spent
countless hours each day in her ministry, sorting, washing and repairing clothing and items to be given
away. She made sure every donated piece was in perfect condition so that the recipient would receive
only the best. She would take the funds from these yard sales to help pay for repairs for families that had
no other way to pay for it. Once she raised enough money to put a new roof on a needy person’s home.
All of this while she was recovering from breast cancer surgery and chemo therapy treatments.
Recall that I lost my Mother at a young age to pancreatic cancer. Unfortunately, in 2011, I also lost my
beloved sister to the same cancer at age 55. I wanted to keep her memory and spirit of charity alive and
formed Pat Floyd Ministries, Inc. in Wilmington and I served as the President. My focus was helping out
homeless veterans, single mothers, and others in poverty. For several years, I operated a thrift store
which not only provided a source of affordable home goods and clothing but also provided jobs to some
of these individuals as well.
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Frank and his sister Pat in 1996
In 2012, I dissolved my Construction Company and just worked for free with Pat Floyd Ministries. This
organization is still in operation today. There is no longer a thrift store, but I use the income from rental
income, construction projects, property management, and other revenue streams to continue to fund the
ministries charitable work. I assist in New Hanover County, Brunswick, Pender, and into Columbus
County to help connect veterans with VA and other services that they have no idea how to obtain on
their own and also helping out those who are affected by local disasters from floods and hurricanes.
My wife Martha and I were married in 2020. She is a retired school teacher. We recently started a wild
honey business named “Flounder Lane Honey.” It is named for the street we live on. It’s doing well and
all of the proceeds from sales go to Pat Floyd Ministries. Martha and I are fortunate to have five children between us and eleven grandchildren. They are our love and joy!

Collecting “Flounder Lane Honey – and the Finished Product!

Frank and Martha Roberts – with a couple of “Out of Town” Guests
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Frank’s and Martha’s Family during Christmas and fun on the water
As I have been actively communicating in SENCLand MOAA, fellow members retired Navy Captain
Guy Simmons, LCDR Dennis Dickerson and LT Gary Dipasquale, I have assisted in reconstituting the
local Sea Cadet Program with the local US Navy League, and Fleet Reserve Association. In January of
this year the Sea Cadet Program returned to Wilmington. We currently have 13 recruits/cadets participating in this program and SENCLand MOAA is a liaison for USN Sea Cadet Corps, Torpedo Squadron
8. Additionally, we work closely with the local Coast Guard Sector, Disabled American Veteran (DAV)
and the re-chartered Fleet Reserve Association (FRA) Branch 299 to help promote and enhance this Sea
Cadet program, NJROTC units and Veterans.
We are very fortunate to also have the full support of the USCG Sector Commander – CAPT Matt Baer.
As you can imagine he’s a pretty busy guy, but has opened his doors and his time to help grow this program. He fully realizes that these young people represent the future of the Sea Services and has been an
immense help.
We hosted a very nice “meet and greet” at the Wilmington DAV facility on Saturday 4/16/22 for our
sponsor organizations to show off the progress our program has made in four short months.
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Several of the young Sea Cadets enjoy a meal and camaraderie at the 4/16/22 “Meet and Greet”

Sea Cadets Leaders LCDR Dennis Dickerson, LCDR Frank Roberts, and CAPT Guy Simmons chat with
USCG Sector Commander CAPT Matt Baer, USCG while CAPT Baer’s son Samuel looks on at the Sea
Cadets 4/16/22 “Meet and Greet”
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SENCLAND Chapter Embroidered Apparel
SENCLAND Embroidered LOGO Shirts, Caps, & Outerwear are now available at our Chapter
Online Store hosted by Queensboro Shirt Co. You can access the store using:
https://senclandmoaa.qbstores.com
You can save shipping cost if you are willing to pick up at Queensboro Shirt Co at 1400 Marstellar Street in Wilmington. Call Queensboro at 800-847-4478 after you have placed your order and
tell them you want to pick up when ready. They will credit back the shipping cost and call you
when ready for pickup.

Membership Rosters - Al Schroetel, Allen Allegretto
Several years ago the Chapter leadership due to cost of printing/mailing and constant revisions decided
to change the Chapter's Membership Lists from a paper "hard copy" to an on-line version. The membership rosters (updated monthly) are available on the Chapter's website (https://sencland.org/. To ensure
privacy the membership roster is in a password protected section of the website. If you need assistance
accessing the roster please contact:
Al Schroetel at downeast@bellsouth.net or 910-686-6905 or
Allen Allegretto at AllegrettoA@yahoo.com) or 910-617-2307

SENCLAND Chapter Facebook Information – Dianne Jinwright, Administrator
Dianne works hard to have relevant information and updates posted to our Facebook page. Viewing this
page, “Liking” and “Sharing” the information helps to get it in front of other members and prospective
members. If you are a Facebook user, simply enter “Sencland Chapter” in the search bar to view postings. If you don't have a Facebook account just google on “Facebook Sencland chapter”.

MOAA National and NC Chapters Website Information Our national website
(www.MOAA.org) is a wealth of information for current, former, retired officers, and surviving
spouses. Every chapter member is encouraged to visit and explore this site and take advantage of the resources available. Similarly, the North Carolina Council of Chapters website (www.moaa-nc.org) is also
a great resource for what MOAA is doing at the state level as well as information on other NC Chapters.

MOAA Newsletter – MOAA National members can easily take advantage of this free email newsletter which publishes news and information that is taking place at the national level. If you would like
to receive this go to www.moaa.org, click on the “News & Info” pulldown menu on the upper right hand
side and then click on “Newsletters”.

Editorial Policy and Comments
The SENCLAND SENTINEL Newsletter is published by the SENCLAND Chapter, which is an affiliate
of the Military Officers Association of America (MOAA). MOAA and its affiliated chapters and councils are independent, nonprofit, and politically nonpartisan organizations. As a part of MOAA’s efforts
to advance legislation and budgets that would be in the best interests of military members, retirees, and
their families, there is an ongoing initiative to create awareness on many important topics, and to provide members with easy ways to give their input to state and national legislators. The following link
24

will take you directly to MOAA’s legislative activities and provide access to congress……. http://capwiz.com/moaa/home/.
SENCLAND Sentinel – Our Chapter’s Voice
Our newsletter is published monthly (except July and August) in time to provide information on upcoming meetings. We want this newsletter to be of value, but we do not aim to compete with established media, and we do not simply distill what MOAA National is publishing in Military Officer each month. We
want to keep you informed about the chapter and our SENCLAND efforts to stay connected with each
other and support our local military and veteran communities. Our newsletter is distributed electronically by email to our members when published. Current and previous editions are also available on our
website at https://sencland.org/documents/.
To that end, we encourage you to provide content for publication in our newsletter and online. Simply
send your notices, letters, articles, and photos to our editor, Allan Turner, (turnerja@ec.rr.com ) by the
15th of the month to be considered for inclusion in the following month’s newsletter. All items are subject to editing.
SENCLAND Sentinel accepts sponsorships from our members and other supporters. If you would like
to discuss sponsorship opportunities for yourself, your company, other veteran fraternal and support organizations, or anyone else that appreciates the mission of SENCLAND MOAA, please email Allan
Turner turnerja@ec.rr.com . Whenever possible, please patronize our sponsors and let them know
we all appreciate their support of our important initiatives.

25

837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC (910) 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

“…Creating lifelong memories every day”
837 S Kerr Ave Wilmington, NC 910 799-9023
1121-1 Military Cutoff Rd Wilmington, NC (910) 256-6585

www.appleanniesbakeshop.com
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